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[t is seldorn otberwise, let business men anywhere

el'Y Sharp and their chickens will corne home to roost
Sol day. In the interview tbat Look place the early
Par Of tbe month between tbe bardwood lumber men
'bld Mr. J. Burton, ofthe Grand Trunk, the latter made tbe
8taternent in after conversation with several of the depu-

~titOn that tbe practîce ot underhillîng on the part of

44nUfacturers had reached such a point that a little
triore tban a year ago his company had found it necessary
to eStablish a bureau of investigation at a cost of $20,ooo
LOI if Possible, put a stop to this evil ; at least to check it.

l'ire result s0 far has been that the bureau had actually

sa"ed the cornpany $130,000. Mr. Burton, of course,

tlatthis as an off-h and, if not an official, reply to the
bitibermen who were complaining that they were being
Called upon to pay freight, very often, on a car bîlled to
hOîd 30,000 pounds of lumber, where tbe actual weight
PrObably would be 5,000 pounds less than this. In these

%e)Said Mr. Burton, the lumberman walks thedeck. In

aRnO any cases where underbilling has been going on
th Grand Trunk have had to walk the deck. lit was not
iiltended that this should serve as a reason wby the bonest
'L'nberman sbould pay for the sins of the dishonest man,
.u it- was an illustration, that discreditable prac-
tices cannot be perpetrated by anyone, in any line of trade,

WithOut the whole trade being effected thereby. It is the
"Id stflry ofdog Tray keeping bad cornpan y. Mr. Burton

Itated that as amatter of fact the biggest sinners were
tegrain and lumber trades of the country.

AfOrtnight ago 1 was in conîpany with a number of

1ýttarO lumbermen when the subject of shingles came
4'P fur discussion. No one enthuses over shingles these

Va)S, for if lumber generally bas been slow for some

Past the shingle trade bas been slow in a superlative

s t4re his was a time when the term shingles, s0
lprovince is concernied, simply meant white

PleShingles, but with the introduction of the red cedar
'h'tngles Of British Columbia, and, though only to a

lintdextent, the white cedar shingle of New Brunswick,
tieins have changed. Perbaps it is natural that

ntartio lumbermen should hold to their first love, and
tbi nk tbat after ail there is no shingle to compare with

Lie Pine. 1 find the impression is growing arnong

%enthat the red cedar shingle is not going to show
t t efPossessed of that strong measure of endurance that

ahl paYs benconsidered isleading recommendation.

ePcific Coast people tell of the red cedar shingle as
Years , no signs of decadence, after baving been 30

Yet nd more on a roof. Ontario lumbermen, as 1
ý iflted, may be prejudiced against their red cedar

I. It is the case that those with whom 1 talked on

t t Occasion were of one mind tirait whether it was owing

Sb.th Process of kiln drying, or what not, red cear

11eswere nlot even now proving satisfactory. "It

t very well," said Mr. McBean, of McBean Bros.,
tO tall< of the longevity of this shingle, but 1 doubt if

01 the P'aifi Coast they are put to the test of the severe
ast tains and snow storms that we get in Ontario, and

as1hWill test aimeost any roof if not Weil covered, both

pla gards material and workmansbip. 1 bear corn-
'n'Of shingles that have only been two or tbree

th i Ontario, as unable to îvithstand the rains of
OsProvince Il Probably this point will be disputed be

v ti friends on tbe Pacific coast, but I amn giving sorny
lesMa least, that prevail in Ontario.

MrEyer, of Read & Eyer, local lumbermen, is of the

ithat a determined effort ougbt to be rnade to organ-
the lumber trades of Toronto, and, tbe organization
Rt erasinclude the provinces. IlWe are seeing

ýakness of indivîdual effort," said Mr. Eyer, Ilat
Present time when we bave a strong case against the

Grane Trunk in the matter of freight charges. 1 would
not like te say that, as a resuit of our interview with Mr.
Burton a fortnight ago, we are flot going to get any-
where, but the case would be very much strengthened if

a stronger front could be presented in this matter as in
any other case where we have a grievance. Then we
see the need of organization in so many différent ways.
I do flot know what others think, but for rny part 1 would
nlot care to ship a stick of hardwood to the United States
as the rnarket stands to-day. There is no money in the
business for Canadian hardwood men." 1 rernarked on
this point that there was certainly a demand for hard-
woods frorn the United States and the enquiries for
specific classes of wood from that country were quite
nurnerous. IlI will grant this," replied Mr. Eyer, "but
our hardwood rnen seldorn act in concert. They
have certain quantities of wood to seil and the dis-
position is to seil at alrnost any price rather than lose
a sale. Were the trade organized there would be an
opportunity to establish a fixed price, one that would
represent a srnall margin of profit at least and not a

loss. Furthermore the difficulty that is cropping up ahl
the tirne as regards want of uniforrnity in inspection and
which results in loss to our lumbermen, could be easily

remedied. For rny part 1 arn disposed to let rny stocks
accurnulate, rather than sacrifice theni, knowing that
there is value in lumber." 1 asked Mr. Eyer what
seemed to be the bottom difficulty of su ccessful organ-

ization of lumbermen. He said : "One drawback is
that what you may terrn the big men of the trade wil
not affiliate with the smnaller meni. Perhaps they think
themselves above some of the test. Other people
are saying that. 1 arn not saying it. But it seerns
reasonable to suppose thrait if a movement could be led
by sorne of the larger concernis, that the srnaller
ones would corne in and the big concernis as well as

the little ones would be benefited by such an organi-
zation."

Wherever and whenever it is possible to get after any

rnan who can talk lumber, or wbo bas been where there
is a liklihood of securing lurnber information, I arn brig-

and enough to waylay him without cerernony. A repre-
sentative of the business end of the LUMBEIRMAN re-

cently rnade a trip through the leading cities of the
eastern states, calling upon the lurnber trade, and on bis
return 1 was after him. "Tell us bow you found the

lurnber trade, and what were tbe features of it that par-
ticularly irnpressed you." This is the way 1 started at

our man frorn the cnunting-house. " Let me Say," he
replied, IlI enjoyed rny trip irnmensely and found United

States lurnberrnen jolly good fellows and business fromn
the word go. Whether in New York, Albany, Buffalo
or Philadelphia, 1 found no one talking very loud of the
splendid trade they were doing. All bad one story to
tell in this respect, that trade througbout the year has

been terribly di.il. 0f course tbe tariff was blamed.
The President carne in for bis share of censure. Cana-
dians and free lurnber caught it occasionally, thotigh

seldon-but tradie was dull. That was the point.
White pine men say that yellow pine is proving a corn-

petitor in certain lower grades, and the difference in

price is sufficient to knock out white pine to sorne ex-

tent. Since the tariff bas cbanged business bas revived
in part, but the year is going to close with the annual

statements of most lumber concerns, showing a seriaus
sbrinkage in sales. But there is a lot ofrubher in tbe com-

position of the average Arnerican. Whilst there is nothing

bright to tell of liîrber trade now, 1 f,)und the feeling gener-

al that business was going to be ail right after the turn of

the year, and that spring would open out with activity in

building lines, which is always a help to the lurnber

trade, and with snap in business at ail quarters. When

anyone wants wbite pine or yellow pine they know where

to get plenty of it, if they have got the money to pay

for it, but I found lumbermen nearly every place 1 visit-

ed making enquiry, 'where can we get supplies of

hernlock or bircb or ash or elm or sorne other particular

class of bardwoods ?' It occurred tome thrat hard wood

trade in Canada ought to be good if our lumberrnen

would just lay thernselves out to meet the needs of those

who are enquiring for supplies of this kind. Just let me

put in a word for the business end of the concern here

by saying that I found United States lumrberrnen of tbe

view that the issue of a weekly edition of the CANADA

LumBERMAN was going to prove an important factor in

helpîng business in this direction, and generally, between
the two countries."I

Cornfortably seated in the reading room of the
Queen's Hotel, I had an opportunity recently of
chatting on lurnber inatters with Mr. D. L. White,

jr., one of the large lumbermen of Saginaw, Micb., wbose
firm is interested in Canadian lumber. "lA number of

us ", said Mr. White, "have just returned frorn Ottawa
where we have been interviewing the Minister of Trade

and Commerce, Hon. Mr. Boweli, and other nernbers
of the Cabinet, concerning the duty on boom sticks. The

visit was pleasant and wilI, I believe, resuit satisfactorily
for the lumber trades of Michigan and of Canada. 0f
course, diplornatic like, the Ministers, after hearing our

case, agreed only to take the rnatter into tbeir serious

consideration, but we have every expectation that the

decision will mean a rernoval of this obnnxious regula.
tien." The lumbermen of Canada, as much as those of
the country to the south of us, will, I believe, regard this

as a satisfactory ending of an unpleasant difficulty. On

no point have I found lumberrnen more completely of

one mind than on this question of the exacting of a tax

on boom sticks. Naturaliy we talked about lumber

conditions. Taking it altogether, whilst trade had cer-

tainly been slow durîng the vear, Mr. White leaned to

the opinion thrat 1894 would not close as unfavorably as
sorne of the trade had expected. The stocks on hand in

Michigan, in Mr. White's judgment, will not go beyond,
probably, 200,000,000 to 300,000,000 feet, i n place of

6oo,ooo,ooo feet, as was stated a few months since by
certain lurnber authorities. Prices, of course, are not
what they were a year ago and Mr. White hardly thinks

tbey will reacb so high a level again for some time. At

present, howvever, they are firm and will likely hold at

present figures. The outlook, after the turn of the year

has been reached, is deemed to be encouraging, though

no great boom is anticipated. Improvernent will be

graduai and sure. 1 asked this Michigan lumberman if

he anticipated that the change in the complexion of the

American Congress, a result of the late elections, would
mean any arnendrnent to the lumber tariff. IlUnless

there should be sonie unpleasant friction," said Mr.
White, "between- the Canadian and United States

goverinents, 1 do not think that the tariff, so far as
lumber is concerned, even in the case of dressed lumber,
will be disturbed." To what extent free lumber may

result in tbe building of saw and planing milîs by Arneri-

can lumbermen in Canadian territories, is a dîsputed

question on both sides of the line. Just as a number
of milîs have already been but here and will be operated

by United States lumbermen, to a still greater extent
Mr. White thinks this plan would be pursued, wbilst

the rafting of logs frorn the Geoigian Bay shores to

Michigan would probably faîl off sorne. Methods of
handling lumber, I learned, are cbanging toa considerable
extent in the United States. The commission man is
gradually being wiped out. In Wisconsin and Dulutb,
Mr. White said, the rnills were establishing their own

yards and distributing their own lumber. This method

of doing business was growing. Another change, as

effecting the white pine trade, was to be seen in the

steady demand for yellow pine in eastern markets. Mr.
White said that for fiooring, ceiling, joist and car silîs,
yellow pine was now being largely used, and the prices
at which it could be brougbt into the east was sornething
thit white pine operators could hardly understand. A
good clear lumber can be secured laid down in Michigan
for $15. per thousand and the sarne wood can be laid
down in Canada for 16.5o "lWe could not begin," said
Mr. White, Ilto give any such grade of white pine for
these figures." As a parting query 1 tapped Mr. White
for inforrnation on the probable cut in the Woods this
wînter, but as is the case with lumbermen generally, he
felt that this was a subject thrat could flot be touched
upon with certainty so early in the season.

PUBLICATIONS.
Edward Bellamy, the author of IlLooking Backward," is to

tell in the next issue of The Ladies' Home journal what he be-
lieves a ' Christmas in the Vear 2000 " wilI be like.
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