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The holiday season bas corne atîd gant silico the last

issue ai THE LiumurRMAN, and, as is usuai ai thai
periot d i the ycuir, tade iii luitber, as in cverytlting
tise, beroines pli cticallynil.

Local. trade nîay btQ said to bc it a stand-stiil, andi
the dcpressian .during the .lîliclays is peliaps felt even
,mare kcenly this ycar than heretoiore on account of
the p!ecetiing sluggishness aif tradt. r Malst ai the
lumber-conkuiming establishments have bcpn holding
back their orders,,in order ta reduce *their'stocks anti
fazilitate «stock-taking, in which the' eyare 'riQurbusily
engageti. The prospects cannot bc saià il bt ainy too
bright, îhaugh mnn> ofithe dealers are ioaki:îg farwarti
la) a fairly brisk spring traçde tuhen tue fihtories begin
ta.sfack up, and i is ta bc hape i that their exprcta-
tiens may be fuli>' realizeti. The Grand Trunk Rail-
'vay, on the urgent requests ai the lumber trade. anti
*with a 'vicwv ta iieet special adiverse conditions ai tht
trade, bas reduceti its charges -on lumber ta the
Unitedi States, anti also incrcased the 'ahowancc on the
local trade froim 2,000 ta 3,ooo pounds for shipment on
flat cars during the %vinter seasan. Tht dealers have
been notifled that unless -actant.-ge is talcen ai tbese
conce ssions, il will be imn-ossible ta obtain a renewal
oithem ta future winters.

Trade in the West bas nat suffcreti ta the saine
extent from the hahiclays as theTaronto trade, yet there
bas b een a noticeable falling off ai shipments, andi it
ilal take soine little lime before it ivill recaver its

usual nctivit>'. -
Shipînenîs ofibard svoods ta the Unitedi States have

graduailly fallta off, until -.u hprescrnt anly an occasional
car is bcing movecl. Tihis is due principally ta thc
atxhausîian ai dry stocks. Miii rien are making the
best of the scanty sleighing, hawevcr, in geîîing tîttir
legs ta the nis,.atic icte will soon bena fair showing
ai ntw stock ifno serinus chanlge, in tht ivather accurs,
anti ie feel sait in prcdicting a goond opening for bard
-tvootis in tht eaiy spring, as enquiries are abtindant.
In ilis connectioa- ste woulti su-,gest ta mill nmen duat
thcy stault do ircîl ta pa>' special attention ta the
mainur.acure ai bassvooti andi rnaple. By saîvîng their
legs uýÈiIc the irosi is in themr tht>' obtamn a class ai
fouilber that is always in demanti, ant il better prices
uhan tht ardinary stock, will bring.

Cars can bc rendul>' abtainecd i prescrnt far aIl local
shipinents,.anti foreign cars are f.tirly'pîcritiful. Thîc
is very fii lumber la Toronto ya.rIs at pi-eseat.

There is a better feeling existing among ]Lmbermen
ia thte ttn di-trict titan for sainelime pasi, anti
iasi ai te raidi owner.b express tht belief that the

presenu scasan wtt makc up fot uhe dullnest o aiS90,
anti that buiisness ivili be brisk in tht spring. The
feeling scems genet ihat a brightr openîag of trade
ia>' be looketi for with tht Unitedi btates. As regards

the English tradte ai is generaliy concedeti ihat it van-
moi be any worse than i tuas during the year jusi
claseti,:ant i îcre are chantes thai it niay bc better,
stocks bzzving ram preu>' lois. With respect ta tht
Sauth A'nerican trade, îhough maiters aire more set-
teti, it is generali>' admniticti that the pre4t bigb
%vtlue ai golt i tll preveni an carly revival, as lumber-
-men sill mot accept to deprecia.tti a current>' anti will
flot give credit an it.

Tht operators in spruce, bath in Qucbcc anti New
Blruanswick, are strongly protestîng againSi the remnoval
cf tht expert duty an legs ai aIl descriptions ta ineet
the requîrcmentsaof tht NIcKi.11cy bill. They cantenti
thaitîhey arc placeti ai a dtsatiuantage as %bey cannat
naw pay S_ cluty on spruce andi ship ta the United
States, %%hile pine gics ini a.i Si dut>'. Tht Md cEin je>
bill bas. matie maitrs storse for tht operatars ha tht

locrprovinces b>' Iahng a dut>' ai 20 per cent. ad
mal:o.-rm on cedar railroad aies anti telegý-rapit pales,
ss-bich gotsinmb effecti Marchtinext. Lasi yearQue-
bie sent ta %lht States ies tao tht value of S78,ooo,
w1ble tht C.iipments Irom îNci lrunsumck- foottd up ta
S77,0=o

Acrosç the linv reports go ta litaz thc Inniber
in.de is in a ver ai-a r cuodiiin. 1)e~t * th1

çcntinued îaringency ia the mont' mnarket, tht move-
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ment cf lunîber during the month) oi'Deccmnber lias
Iield up stranger thani during urne saine înont in iian>'
correspiancing ycar. Thie montlî ivili round out a yenr
during whicli tht consumiption afoiller lis been
plienniinenally large front stant ta finish. 'lThe pros-
pects aire exceeclingly briglit for the apening uaio a
gooti spring traclc. As tht figures are malle up tht>'
go ta show that at rnu point is dite an excess ai stock.
Il is generally thouglit th'it slîould tradé in the spring
siaat with vigor, there is uin reàason <l3iy prices shoulti
flot ativance ta sai-ne e.xtent. Prices for southern flmn-
ber have aivainceti slîatply, andi it is believeti that
tînless the iant> stringene>' shahl tpset present calcu-
lations, tîtat a further ativance still not only bc possibiè,
but quite probable.

At Tonautanda the full teports are nat in for tht
scason's business, so no estimate cari be matie with
any accuracy as ta tht season's tradc. The canal busi-
ness bas probably falien off saine. fi bas however,
gone awayv aliend in lunîber anti timnber. Shingles
have faillen off. Lumber shipnîents show 23,369,229
icx over hast year. The shipinents ibis year foi ý-cards
and scantling ivere 313,569,621 feet, shingles r3, i86,aa0,
tiber 1,-258,604 cubic feet, and 425 cords af wnoc.

Albany dealers arc noîv in their %violer quariers
taking înventory ai stock an hanti. Promn ail indica-
tions there is a goal) assortment cif ail grades exccpt-
ing tg inch anti ixto inch, andi thtck uppers, svhich
are a scarce article i n the niarkct noiv. The buik of
uhle shipments %%as dispasei ai before tht closing ai
navigation, andi the dealers arc no.%v prepaireti ta fUil
orders for car shipmcent.

Taking il is a wvhole, the luinber trade atl Boston can
look back opon a gencralhy favorable scason. There
bas been a very gooti demain' nearly ail sie tinte for
ail desirable stock, andi prices are wiel i aintaineti.
Tht scason bas been characterizeti as ane remarkably
fre from financial tratibtei oiail kintis, in spite ai the
disîuîrbeti state, for sorte lime past, ai the stock anti
inancy markets ai thet rort. Tht spring scasan
promises ta open well ; supplies arc: flot excessive, -tid
.lht prospects are for -a -onad distribution througliaut
the conltng ycar.

In New 'uork, at ibis seascin of tht ycar, trade is
very quiet. ln the main, assariients are in goond
shape. Thec is roain for consittcrable first qualizy
sprucc nti henîlock.

There is a great scarcily a[ gondi lumber in Buffalo.
Tht suppl>' from 'Michigan is diminishing mort anti
mare every ycar, andi stacks ilnust sen carnt froni
clscthcrt. Reports front tht Pennsyl%,a.ni.t lunîber
disuzict indir.'ae a shirp ctnpeiîion for ail gond tim-
ber lands, rnany ai which have laiely changtd-hantis.
W'ith these things in their m'inds, lumbermen are
looking more titan ever toa.rd C.ina-jiain forests as a
solution of the prescrnt probleni.

Thet rade au other.%nicrican lunîber points in sthich
Canada as panu.Lularl) iteresteti shor. sîgns af con-
siderabît actîvîuy for ibis atason ai the ycar, anti tht-
prospects sein gond for aà heavy demand for Canadian
stocks on apening af navigation.

Tht Timbe~r Tr«zdisjourna, speatkini ai the timber
trade tbrougbauî ]3ritain, says : "Eveyore is coin-
plaining ai bat itrade, but is laaldng forward ta better
tbings n*xt ycar (thcy' cc.uld bardiy bc storse), but Xve
do nat think ibere ill bc any immediate advanct in
prices ai anlything unti!] pe'ople %e howv business gocs,
and that wiil moi lbc tilt ivell into the new Venr. Tht
large' stocks tif paie andi -prure still enscre plenty of
those descripîioî'< being represenied in 1 htb public
sales ai next year, as thlere are s0 Tflafy inieraor par.
cels in tht doc-s wit''ch it uill mot Pa>, ta holti, but the
rcaliy dry s:uff we anticipat sill'znakc fair,.altie. Tht
year naw passing acray must bave bc-en most unsatis-
factor>' ta the geneiality ai tht mati;, as ver>' few can
have mrade anything out ai il, anti ien merchian:s
came ta tak-e stock ai tht prescrit lois values, as es-cry
ane musta ta be fair in bis balance -sheet, we expect
îhicyniil ail pull long faces at the rIt.I Howevcr, il
is no use lodking ai the black side; lei us hopc. with
thc examples affarded in tht past, Ïhat the Irade %tili
atiopt a s)sc sier h:ch will kecp thocn on the rightýsitic
iii tht ftutre. andi abt ilie tosses afi 8ço svill lic more

I itan %cxuitnerba-lnncèd by the profits afi Sg:."

JItAR SI it,-Would yotukînclygive ne your opinion,.
or the opinion ai any authority, on the folo%%-!ng ques-
tions.

Do you think it practicable for a planing siiil in tItis.
incality (Huron county), mantiffcturing sash ni doors,.
ta expcct a profitable tracle ivith Toronto in these*
goocis? lIn the shrce locations for a factory whicla
would yeti recommenti. (t) Ili Muskaka, where pille-
coulcl bc bought nt tirst cost, but would bc subjcct ta.
Iiigher frcighit charges in the imanuficturcd gootis (eash.
andi tours) ta Toronto ; (2ncl) Huron caunty, where
the pille shippeti in the rough train huskoka wauld;
consequently have a iess surn ta pay an -the nianufac--
tureti articles to Toronto, because ai a closer praxi-
inity; (3rd) Toronto, where the pille would came in,~
he rough straight fron Nfuskoka, nni no excessive.

freight charges or extra haulage would neeti ta bc pid.
for ?

The Huron county location has the tdvant.-ge or
chicap Inbor, and chances ofa good local trade being,
clone, where higher prices are feasible 'and living-
chenper, perhaps.

The expensivcntss ai aperating in T1oronto, wvhere-
wagcs, renîs, ec, are high, mus. rnifltate againse To-
ronte sash nfd.doar men.

Now, the abnvé statemients may beiray an. ignorance.
af the trué relative position% andi nwantîaf "grasp" or
the subject in charge, I5uf *as yau will have an idea or

*whaî 1 arn drMvng ai, il wouli bc a greai flivor ta me.-
if yen 'vert ta give ine any autharitative opinion an
the niatter.

Therc is ane marc queition, and it is in tie lines af
one v*ciy praminent before tht people ai Canada ta-
day, nainely:- Grnntd that ive h.1d recipracity %%il I
tht Unitedi States, wouid out cha1nce-s for selling sash
and donrs flot bc equaitly as goad in Buftalo as in-
Toronto? Any information or light thrown on any or
the above matters will be thankfully receiveti by nie.

Wro,\ctcr, Dec. îo:h, 1890. (3f Gibsan Bras.)
mTt:anufacture ai sash andi doors, andi in fact aIl .an.

eties of builders' nuteril, bas, ror serc-al years, been consicl-
crably aver-lone. E-pecially is ibis the case in the city ar
Toronto, vwhere but few, if any, af the nunieroux factantcs can
find-cufficieat orders Ia L'cep themt munning ai a rwasonaiel-
calpacity the ycar round. Tht best location for a f.tctoryai
ibis Izinti is undaubtedly where a local trecde can be secured,
aind wblct a respectable picie for the protluct tan he ahînain-
cil. Onr corresponilcnt mentions ŽMtukoka, in connction,
wlth Toronto -anti Huron couniy, as a lik'ely paint for the-
establishment of a façlaM. Tating it for rranied lhant the
raw material could there Ic ênrcha-sel ai firsi toit, there arc
two vry imnpartant reaons why '\Iuskul;a iiauld flot prove a
desuahîtc locationl. Tht hrtýt cf these is the lack aiprpe
shipping facilitits, anti, secona, tht prejuilicc 'thici, un-
doubiedlY cxEste «aoong consumerb in ratatz of goadi manu-
faictuielin large cçnten of traie. Then *gain, tht man who
understanis how lu buy tan ,eurchase lutnber in Toronia.
almost as chap as ai thta point or manoi..cturc. There
wauld certainly molt hz. the difféerence of- the cot or freight,
Tht choice, thereciare, reils hetweta Toronta andl Huran,
county, anti afte« a c:,reiui survecy of Jht situation %te wonld.
2drise that, if aur correspondent already ba a csûaý
zcocd local tracle, that lit bail better stay whert hie is; .and
'with tht acirantage of an a.lrtady eustbelt trade. later
cost ci production and reasonable shipping faciliule,:utn ont
'wih lthe el>ec af plshing bit goadltinio outside nuazkcis. IF
the qualîiy of manufacture is up ta the tkl, there ta,)n
zeosoan içhy cootis mau'zut russels anti ather pin,-ts
ira wsern Ontario shiajd( net find a matlaci in Toronîc, anj
,oiber iniportant centres. Ilrice and quality in'il tell cver
lime. Reicrning ta the quistion ai reciprocity mitl, tlht
tlnttcdl States, ýwbilc wev do not favar =nch a tnezzre an
geatrài -pûnciples, thler. can bc no loubt but tbai il, would
open out a vMi profitable mrkect for tbase eligagec i n the
maânufacture of bfLd:cWz matriu.-EftJ

Tun. Iargcst bridge-now in thet Nanh-%Vtst is th.-a
ýsp'ànning the Souris river zt Mbilrord. lis lengtb 'sm
3ý-oo feet and it cantains oneýlHawe truss.of 303 feeL-
Tht 4uantity o ai atil usezt-i i ,300,000 fect board'
measure. This immense structure w'ns eret in five
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