hadhahiiad el o e Jhatuindabi i

12

Junuary, 1893

_THE CANADA LUMBERMAN.

HOME AND FOREIGN TRADE REVIEW.
‘e Office of CANADA LUMBERMAN, }
R Jan. 1st, 1891,

The holuhy scason has come aud gone sinco the lust
issue of THE LUMBERMAN, and, as is usval at that
period of the year, trade in lumber, as in cverything
else, becomes practically s1Z,

Local. trade may be said to be at a stand-stiil, and
the depression.during the halidays is purhaps felt even
-more keenly this year than herctofore on account of
the preceding sluggishness -of trade. Most of the
Jumber-conguming establishments have been holding
back their orders, in order to reduce ‘their'stocks and
facilitate _stock-taking, in which they are riqw’ busnly
engaged. The prospects cinnot be said to be'any teo
hright, though many of the dealers are looking forward
10 a fairly brisk spring trivde when the factories begin
to.stock up, and it is to be hoped that their expecta-
tions may be fully realized. The Grand Trunk Rail-
way; on the urgent requests of the lumber trade, and
.with a view to meet special adverse conditions of the
trade, has reduced its charges .on lumber to the
United States, and also increased the 2slowance on the
local trade from 2,000 to 3,000 pounds for shipment on
flat cars during the winter scason. The dealers have
been notified that unless -advantage is taken of these
concessions, it will be impossible to obtain a renewal
of them 1n future winters.

Trade in the West has not suffered to the same

extent from the holidays as the Toronto trade, yet there
has been a noticeable falling off of shxpmcnts. and it
will 1ake some little time before it will fecover its
usual activity.

Shipments of hazd woods to the United States have
gradually fallen off, until at present only an occasional
car is being moved. Tlus is due principally to the
exhaustion of dry stocks.  Mill men are making the
best of the scanty sleighing, however, in getting their
logs to the mills, and there will soon be a fair showing
of new stock if no serious change, in the weather occurs,
and we feel safe in predicting a good opening for hard
woods in the early spring, as cnquiries arc abundant.
In this conncction we would suggest to mill men that
they would do well to pay special attention to the
manufacture of basswood and maple. By sawing their
logs while the frost is in them they obtain a class of

‘Jumber that is always in demand, and at better prices

than the ordinary stock will bring.

Cars can be readily obtained at present for all local
shipinents, and foreign cars are fairly plentiful.  There
is very little lumber in Toronto yards at present.

There is a better fechng existing among Jumbermen
in the Ouawa district than for some time past, and
most of the null owners express the belief that the
present season will make up for the dullness of 1890,
and that business will be brisk in the spring. The
feeling scems generat that a baghter opeming of trade
may be looked for with the United States. As regards
the English trade 1t 1s generally conceded thatit can-
not be any worse than 1t was during the year just
closed, and there are chances that it may be better,
-stocks having run pretty low. With respect to the
South American trade, though matters are more set-
tled; it is generally admiticd that the present high
value of gold will prevent an early revival, as lumber-
wen will not accept so depreciated a currency and wil)
not gve credit on it

The operators in spruce, both in Quebee and New
Brunswick, arc strongly protesting agrinst the removal
of the export duty on logs of all descriptions to meet
the requirements-of the McKialey bill.  They contend
that they are placed at a disadvantage as they cannot
now pay $2 duty oa spruce and ship to the United

2ates, while pine goes in at St duty. The McKinjey
bill has madc matters worse for the operators in the
lowsr provinces by laying a duty of 20 per cent. ad
walorriz on cedar milroad ties and telegraph poles,
which yroes into effect March 1st next.  Last year Que-
bec sent to the States ties 1o the value of §78,000,
while the shipments from New Brunswick footed up to
577,000

Across the line . reposts yo to show that the limber
1rade is ina veny satisfactory coedition,  Despite the
continued stnngency in the money market, the move-

ment of lumber during the month of-December has
held up stronger than during the same month in any
correspunding vear. ‘The month will round out a year
during which the consumption of lumber has been
phenomenally large from start to finish. The pros-

pects are exceedingly bright for the opemng up of a’

good spring trade.  As the figures are made up they
£o to show that at no pont is there an excess of stock.
Itis gcnenlly thought that should trad¢ in the spring
start with vigor, there is no rehson Wwhy prices should
not advance to some estent,  Prices for southern lum-
ber have advanced shatply, and it is Lelieved that
unless the money stringency shall upset present calcu-
lations, that a further advance will not only be possible,
but quite probable.

At Tonawanda the full 1eports are not in for the
season’s business, 50 no cstimate can be made with
any accuracy as to the season’s trade. The canal busi-
ness has probably fallen off some. It has however,
gone away ahead in lumber aund timber. Shingles
have fallen off. Lumber shipments show 23,369,229
feet over last year. The shipments this year for .-cards
and scantling were 313,569,621 feet, shingles 13,836,000,
timber 1,258,604 cubic feet, and 423 cords of wood.

Albany dealers are now in their winter quarters
taking inventory of stock on hand. From all indica-
tions there 15 a good assortment of ail grades except-
ing 12{ inch and 1x12 inch, and thack uppers, which
are a scarcg article in the market now. The bulk of
the shlpmcnts was dlsposed of before the closing of
navigation, aud the dealers arc now- prep-xred to fill
orders for car shipment.

Taking it 2s a whole, the lumber trade at Boston can
look back upon x gencrally favorable season. There
has been a very gnod demand nearly all the time for
all desirable stock, and prices are well maintained.
The scason has been characterized as one remarkably
free from financial traubles of all kinds, in spite of the
disturbed state, for some time past, of the stock and
money markets of the world. The spring season
promises to open well ; supplies are not excessive, and
the prospects are for a good distribution throughout
the coming year.

In New York, at this scason of the year, trade is
very quiet. In the main, assortments are in good
shape. There is room for considerable first quality
spruce and hemilock.

There is a great scarcity of good lumber in Buffalo.
The supply from Michigan is diminishing more and
more every vear, and stocks must scon come from
clsewhere.  Reports from the Peansylvania lomber
disvsict indicate a sharp competition for 21l good tim-
ber lands, many of which have lately changed-hands.
\Vith these things in their minds, lumbermen are
looking more than cver toward Canadian forests as a
solution of the present problem.

The trade at other American lumber points in which
Canada s paruuularly interested show signs of con-
siderable acuvity for this scason of the year, and the
praspects seem good for a heavy demand for Canadian
stocks on opening of navigation.

The Timber Trades Journal, speaking of the timber
trade throughout Britain, says: “Everyone is com-
plaining of bad wrade, but is looking forward to better
things next year (they cculd hardly be worse), but we
do not think there will 'be any immediate advance in
prices of anything until people sce how business goes,
and that will not be till well into the new year. The
large stocks of pine and spruce will enszre plenty of
those descriptiors being répresented in the public
sales of next year, as there are so many inferior par-
cels in the docks which it will not pay to hold, but the
really dry siuff we anticipate will make fair value. The
year now passing away must have been most unsatis-
factory to the generality of the trade, as very few can
have made anything out of it, and when merchants
comc to take stock at the present low values, as every
onc must, to be fair in his balance -sheet, we expect
they will atl pull long faces at the result.  However, it
is no usc looking at the black side; let us hope, with
the examples afforded in the past, that the trade will
adopt a'system which will keep them on the rightside
in the future, and that tbe losses of 1890 will he more
than counterbalanced by the profits of 18917
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. CORRESPUNDENCE

LEditor Canada Lumberman

DEAR S1r,—Would you kindly give me your opinion,.
or the opinion of any authority, on the following ques-
tions :—

Do you think it practicable for a planing mill in this.
locality (Huron county), manufacturing sash and doors,.
to expect a profitable trade with Taronto in these:
goods? In the three locations for a factory whichs
would you recommend, (1st) In Muskoka, where pine:
could be bought at first cost, but would be subject to.
higher freight charges in the manufactured goods (sash.
and doors) to Toronto ; (2nd) Huron county, where
the pine shipped in the rough from Muskoka would
consequently have a less sum to pay on-the manufac-
tured articles to Toronto, because of a closer proxi-

mity; (3rd) Toronto, where the pine would come in:
ne rough straight from Muskoka, and no excessive:
freight charges or extra haulage would need to be paid.
for?

‘The Huron county location has the advantage of
cheap labor, and chances of a good local irade being:
done, where higher prices are feasible and living:
cheaper, perhaps.

The expensiveness of operating in ‘Toronto, where
wages, rents, ctc, are high, must militate against To-
ronto sash andjdoor men. .

Now, the abnve statements may betray an.ignorance:
of the true relative positions, and a.want-of “grasp” of"
¢he subject in charge, buf "as you will hive an idea of

-what I am driving at, it would be a great favor to me:
if you were to give me any authoritative opinion on
‘ the matter.

Therc is one more question, and it is in the lines of
onc very pramninent before the people of Canada to-
day, namely:  Granted that we had reciprocity with
the United States, would qur chances for selling sash
and doors not be equally as good in Buffalo as in-
Toronto? Any information or light thrown on any of”
the above matters will be thankfully received by me.

Thos. Gissox, JRr.

\Wroxeter, Dec. 10th, 1890. (of Gibson Bros.)

{The manafacture of sash and doors, and in fact all vari-
cties of builders’ material, has, for several years, been consid-
erably overdone.  Especially is this the case in the city of
“Toronto, where but few, if any, of the numerons factories can
find-sufficient orders 10 keep them running at a reasonable
capacity the year round. The best location for a factory.of
this kind is undoubtedly where a local trade can be secured,
and where a respectable price for the product can be ohtain-
ed. Our correspondent mentions Muskoka, in connection
with Toronto -and Huron county, as 3 likely point for the
establishment of a factory. Taling it for granted that the
| raw matenal could there be eurchased =t first cost, there are
two very smpoitant reasons why Mushoka would nat prave 2
desimble location.  The fisst of these is the Tack-of propec
shipping facilities, and, second, the prejudice which un-
doubtedly exists among consumers in Jator of goods manu.
factmend 10 Jarge conters of trade.  Then again, the man who
understands how 1o buy can purchase lumber in Toronto
almast as c¢heap as at ‘the point of manol:cture.  There
world certainly not be, the difference of the cost of freight.
The choice, therefare, rests between Toronto and Huron.
county, and after a careful sarvey of the situation we wonld.
advise thay, if our correspondent already has 2 reasonably
cond local trade, that hie had better stay where he is; and
wxx'h the advantage of =n already estahlished trade, lower.
cost of prodaction aad reasonable shipping fadilities, stant imx
with the chyect of pashing his goods into ontside markers. If
the quality of mancfacture is up to the mzik, there 1s no
reason why goods manufactured at Brussels and other. -points
in western Ontano shadd not ﬁnd a market in Toronta and
other imponiant centres. Price and qnalxty il tell every
time. Reforring 1o the question of reciprocity with the
United States, while we do not favor si:ch a measure on
fenera) prindples, there can be no doabt bat that it would
opetn out a very profitable merket for those engaped § in the
manafactore of builders® material.—En)

THE largest bridge-now in the North-West is thay
spanning the Souris river at Milford. Its length is.
3»300 fect and it contains one‘Howe truss.of 305 feel.:
“The Guantity of ‘material used-is 1,300,000 feet board
measure. This immense structure was erected in five
weeks,
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