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Houfe of Commons, Dec. 8, 1802.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.
(Continucd from page 167.)

Ar. Fox did not wiflh to take up

much of the time of the Houle, as

he rofe at fo late an hour, but he
thought he would be wanting in what
was due to his confticuents, if he did
not {tate his fentiments on the ques-
tion bafore the Committee.  An Ho-
nourable Gentleman (Mr. Ryder) had
misreprefented " a fpeech which he
fpoke a fortnight ago, and which the
Hon. Gent. might have anfwered at
the time. It had been faid, he con-
feffed the power of France; but he
always urged the increafe of thar
power as one of the heavielt charges
that could be brought againt Admi-
niftration.  That Hon. Gentleman
had faid, he acknowledged the dan-
ger, but propofed nothing. He would
afk him, however, what he had pro-
pofed. - A high tone and blnftering
language had certainly been ufed by
lome gentlemen, but none had propos-
ed to doany thing diferent from him.
He was obliged to Mr. Baiks, not on-
Iy for the Speech which he had made,
but for the prote&ion he had received
from him. . An Hon. Gentleman, un-
der the gallery, feemed to think that
he might be confidered as an' agent of
France, if Mr. Banks, who could not
be {ufpeted of fuch a thing, had not
declared “himfelf of the fame fonti-
ments.” Perhaps it might be thought
that as he went. to” Paris to inquire
who Louis XIV. bribed in this Coun-
try in the timc of James IE. that M.

" Bouriennc had taken the” hint, and’
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offered him a penfion for himfelf, In. )
the warfare carried on by newspapers,
it was nat to be expedted that fo fair
an opportunity of accufing him would
be overlooked ; but he could not have
fuppofed that the idea would be taken
up by Gentlemen, who, from their
habits and education, ought to know
better. A relation of his, the Duke
of Richmond, had been accuféd of
wifhing that the French fhould fend
an army over to Suflex as it was fup-.
pofed to be a favourite plan with his
Grace that the French fhould land
there. In profecuting this libel the -
Duke was advifed to make oath in the
Court of King's Bench that this
charge was falfe; he, however, had .
rio. opportunity to make oath that he -

hoped he would be believed fo far on
his word. But with regard to the
next queftion he would fay, that for
the ldft three hundred years, the mi-
litary glory of this country, independ-
ent of the navy, had been very great.:
The Seven-years War, in which the'.
Britifh  arms fhone fo confpicuoudly,
was preceded by a very {mall Peace ..
Eftablifhment. It was true it might
be faid that fmall and great weré rela.
tive terms; Dbut, at the perivds:.to
which he had alluded, the Peace Efta-
"blifhments of this country were unu~
{ually fmall, compared with' thofe of |

parifon between the Lftablithments of
TFrance and this Country; the confli-
“tution of the national force *in 'the™
two countries was effentially different.
He came now to the favourite topicy,
‘the great power of France. On that'
fubjett ke fhould give no other opi-’
nion than be had formerly - ftated,

was not an agent of France, but he

France.  There was no point of com~ - -




