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volume of this work, was fo far from ciifcourag-

ing that cnterprizing officer from purfuing his

favourite projed of making prize of the Manilla

(hip, that, after his return, when he had wearied

the merchants of London with truitiefs folicita-

tions, he repaired to Briftol, where his rcprefcn-

tations were better underilood, and where they

were attended with better cftl^ft. By his folid

remonftrances he prevailed upon nineteen of

the principal merchants and gentlemen of that

city to unite and form a company, for the pur-

pofe of fitting out two private Ihips of war, to

ihew what advantages might be derived from a

well-conduced enterprize againft the Spaniards

in the South Seas : and it may, perhaps, be attri-

buted to his judgment and experience, that they

were more properly adapted to the fervice on
which they were to be fent, and were better pro-

vided againft every accident to which they might

be expofed, than any privateers that ever were

fitted out before them. Add to this, that their

crews were furnifhed with better regulations,

and fubjefted to ftrider rules, and under feverer

penalties, than men lifted to go on haz^^^ruous

adventures are generally willing to fubmit to.

Their principal officers were gentlemen of

experience, or highly interefted in the fuccefs of

the voyage ; being the firft fubfcribers, and th^

chief promoters of the undertaking i and thefe

alfo were affifted with a fecond fee of officers,

equally able and experienced, who, in cafe of
accidents, were ready to fupply the places of
thofe who might be difabled.
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