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Cii RLES the other night he took thirty muflcetecrs, and fome horfes, fent out

1627. by the enemy to fetch water, which we have fent over to the main

land. Thus you fee in what cafe the army ftands; it will not he

amifs to let you know the ftate of the enemy, who hath two ftrong

places, whereof the beft fortified and-chiefeft, is that which we now

befiege; that won, I hope the other at La Pre'e will come in at an

eafler rate. This is a place of great ftrength, invincible, if once

perfe£led, .and in this imperfed ftate of fortification it now ftands

in, fo ftrong, that the fliorteft way to take it, is by famine.

The ground it ftands upon is.rocky, and of fuch a continued and

hard kind of rock, as the pick-axe will hardly faften la it, which

takes off" all poffibility of making of mines, had we better engineers

than we have in the army. They are ftrong in number, both of

horfe.and foot, their horfe confiftiqg moft of gentlemen, and their

foot, of the regiment of Champagne, which in this kingdom is

called the Invincible. Ordnance they have great ftore, and thofe

very good, and excellent gunners to ufe them. Corn, falt-fifh, and

wine, they have in abundance, and for a long fiege ; and of all man-

ner of ammunition and arms, more than they can ufe or fpend.

And, to conclude, a governor, that had made this the fcale of his

honour and fortune, out of which, having the Queen- mother and

Cardinal for enemies, he will find no fafety ; fo that before he will

yield up the place, he will make it his death-bed; and if he cannot

live, furely he will die in it. To this may be added, the means

that are made to fend him fuccour, and the fliipping that arc pre-

paring at Bourdeaux, Brouage, Blavett, St. Maloes, and other places,

which, once joined, would make fuch a ftrength, as if they did not

endanger us by fea, yet would they fo divert our forces, now fcattered

round about the ifland, as we muft of neceflity gather our fleet into

one body, and fo leave the other places naked for the enemy to come

in with fuccour, which he would not fail to have in a readinefs to

put over upon fuch an occafion; fo that confidering the means they

have
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