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vviia HO j^ood-iiatnrod aii<l so iiidnlcni that I lost more tlian

I ^'ot by liiin, for ho mado rnc as idle as liiinscll'. Ilti

was sucli a slovrii, as if In; had tnistcd to his «.'onius as a

cloak lor every tiiin;,^ that could dis^^Mist ymi in his person
;

and indeed in his writings he has idinost made amends

for all I remember seein:^' the Dukeof liichuKind

8ot firo to his ^'reasy locks and box his ears to j)Ut it out

again." Cow])er learned, if not to write l.atin verses as

W( 11 as Vinny ijourne himself, to write them very well,

as his Latin versions of some of his own short poems be.ir

witness. >iot oidy so, but ho (ividently became a ^nxxl

classical scholar, as classical scholarship was in those days,

and ac([uired the literary form of which the classics are-

the best schooL Out of school hours he studied inde-

pendently, as clover boys under the unexactini; rule (jf

the old }>ublic schools often did, and read tiirou;:h the

whole of the ///'/'/ and C)>/t/,^sei/ whh a friend, lie also

probably picked up at Westminster much of the little

knowledge of the woiid which he over })ossessed. Among
his schoolfellows was AVairen Hastings, in whose guilt as

proconsul he afterwards, for the sake of Auld Lang Syne,

refused to believe, and Im})ey, whose character has had

the ill-fortune to bo required as the shade in Macuulay's

fancy picture of Hastings.

On leaving Westminster, Cowper, at eighlccn, went

t(^ live with Mr. Chapman, an attorney, to whom he

was articled, being destined h^r the J^aw. He chose that

profession, he says, not of his own accord, but to gratify

an indulgent father, "who may have been lc(l into the

error by a recollection of the legal honours of the family,

as well as by the " silver pence " which his promising son

had won by his Latin verses at AVestminster SchooL


