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It follows, from the great number of lakes, that the country Great depths

must be covered with a perfect network of streams discharging them.

The discharges and lakes interlock so closely that, with a kno'.vledge

of the country, it is possi" le to travel with canoes in any direction)

the longest portages never exceeding two or three miles.

There are four principal watersheds to the peninsula : of these the Rivers,

southern is the smallest, its rivers rarely exceeding 300 miles in

length ; the most important are the Saguenay and its branches,

Bersimis, Outardes, Manicuagan, Moisie, Romaine, Natashquan and

St. Augustine. The eastern watershed drains chiefly into Hamilton

Inlet, three large rivers flowing into its head. Of these the Hamilton

River is much the largest, taking its rise near the middle of the penin-

sula and draining an area extending from latitude 52° to latitude 54°

covering seven degrees of longitude. Its longest branch rises nearly

600 miles from its mouth. The other rivers of Hamilton Inlet are the

Northwest and Kenamou, the former draining a large area to the north

of the Hamilton River, the lattc flowing in from the south-west.

Apart from these three large streams, no other rivers of importance

are f )und alon^ the Atlantic coast, on account of the high lands of the

coast cutting off the drainage of the interior and forcing it to flow

northward into Ungava Bay.

The Koksoak River is the largest stream flowing northward, and is Koksoak

probably the largest river of Labrador. Besides the main stream, theie
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are a half dozen tributaries, each of which drains an important basin.

The longest branch flows out of the northern end of Summit Lake,

on the 53rd parallel of latitude, while a branch of the Mani-

cuagan River flows out of the southern end of the same lake, thus

connecting by water the Gulf of St. Lawrence with Ungava Bay.

The total area drained by this river and its tributaries is about 60,000

square miles. The George River, is another great stream which rises

in large lakes close to Lake Petitsikapau on the Hamilton River, and

drains a wide area westward of the Atlantic coast range. The Whale
River is a smaller stream lying between the George and Koksoak rivers.

The western drainage basin is the greatest in Labrador and is emptied Wentern

by large rivers, that rise far inland, close to the head-waters of the
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Koksoak and Saguenay rivers. Proceeding from the northward, the

larger rivers flowing into Hudson Bay are :—The Nastapoka which

flows out of several large lakes to the eastward of Clearwater Lake and

near the head of the Stillwater branch of the Koksoak River ; the

Little and Great Whale rivers, that rise close to the western branches of

the Koksoak ; the Big River which rises in the mountainous art i south


