
a member of the minority, consists in the adlierence '

to tliiH ])iiiici])le of justice ; iiiul to iiilrocluce a
jiolitical coiii|)lcxion into niattcis of this iiiiiil,

would at one l)l(>w render it iin])ossi))le for a min-
ority to ol)tain justice against an adversai'y, and
render it iin))ossil)le for a minority to olitain jus-

tice for themselves. Tlierefore, those wlio ha])pen
to sit on the side of the House on which I sit are
especially charged with the duty of Imliling up
that standard of justice to which the lion, gen-
tleman has app(!aled. Then, Sir, it is on those
principles of justice that we ought to act, and 1 ask
n'.yself, applying myself to tliis case as it is now

|

presented, wiietlier the application of the [ iciple

of j\istice rend'.'is premature, at tins moment, aj
final judgment on the main motion. The memliei-

;

for Lincoln, as the hon. President of the Council
[

has said, has asked for a connnittee. I cannot say
that in my judgment theliest, tlie convenient, the
fittest cour.se to deal with tliisease, is to refer it to a
connnittee. My own opinion is that the best, the
proper and the convenient course is that it should
be dis])osed of here, for rea.sons that I will state to '

you in a moment. Wlien we shall come to (lis})ose
j

of it, eitlier liere or elsewhere, 1 hold myself free, I

nay, I hold myself bound-as I snjipose every hon.
membei' will—upon such evidence and arguments

j

as shall at that time be before us to examine
carefully into every recital of the motion that is I

presented to us, and to ascertain whether tlio.se

recitals are fail' and full ; to examine whcthei' the

rei\nn(' is accuiate and true ; and to examine
'

whether the conclusion which is drawn from those '

recitals and from that n'siniii' is just and titting ;

and either to negatixe, or to amend, or to alKiiu, !

as the result of that (examination indicates is right,
j

Hut that. Sir, is not the immediate iiuestioii. '!"!ie I

immediate (juestion is, not what juilginent should
be pronounced upon the main motion, liiit w hetlier

i

we should refer the case to a committee, and I
i

ask myself : why we should refer, and what we
should refer ': 1 believe that each case of this

description should be de ilt with according to its

circumstances, and that if there be a (piestion com-
plicated and ditlicult, involving the examination I

of witnesses, or a subject complicated and ditlicult,
j

involving a long search into precedents, it is Httlug '

and convenient that the sifting of evidence by the
,

examination of witnesses, or the long search into a
series of ])rece(lciits, not heretofore collected, should
be accomplished by the Select Standing Coinmittee

j

that we erect for such jmrposes. Hut, I believe that

in every case weaie called on to consider, wliether

the case in hand is one that calls for tlie inter-

positicm of that machinery, and the intervention of

that connnittee. Cases have been referred to in

the pjist. It iias been said liy the hon. member for

Jac(|ues Cartier (Mr. (iirouard) that there was a

rule for and a right to a reference to a coinmittee. 1

do not know where the hon. gentleman found the

statement that ther(! is such a rule, or that then?

is such a right. I dis]nite the existence of the rule
|

and of the right. I know that leading gentlemen '

on his side of the House, have from time io time,

in days that are past, proposed a much more' ,

summary disjiosition -the most summary ilisposi-
|

tion possible—of matters lirought before the lb)use,
j

and, according to my recollection of the objections 1

taken to that summary disposition when proposed,

they were liased ujioii the special considerations
j

to which I have referred. Particular reference has

been made to the motion with regard to one of yonr
predecessors, Mr. Speaker, in the chair. In what
form was tliat motion made, and supported by the

wliole body of the Conservative j)arty in Parlia-

ment '! It was made, Sir, directly against the

Speaker of this House, with that S|)eaker in tlu'

chair, upon a motion to go into ('ommittee of

.Sujiply, as an amindment, in which form it was not
amendalde, in which an instant decision was instant-

ly sought, and when the ]>arty wiiose conduct was
impugned, and wliose seat— if not in absolute

terms, yet by a necessary ini])lication was fatally

assaileil—was prevented from saying one word in

liis own defence. The hon. meniber for tJaciines

Cartier (Mr. (Iirouard) indicated that there was
soim? right on the ])art of the Speaker of the House
to ask the indulgence of the House to leave tlie

chair, in order that he might make a statement on
the Hoor. I am not familiar with the jirecdents

u])on which the hon. gentleman justified that
statement, but I say that if there be such,

and I am (juite ignorant of tlieni, they are

precedents which ought not to have been invoked.

.\ly own opinion of the conduct of tliose members
of the Hfuise wlio in that case made that jiroposal

was that, altogether regardless of another c<m-

sideration to which I shall brietiy refer, they took,

not merely an nnreascniable, but I will say a hard,

a rigorous, and an otl'ensive course, in making tlie

motion in the form in which it was made. My
o])inion was, that a due regard for the luinciple of

justict! would have caused the motion to be made
in sut'h a form as that those who moved it would
have .secured to tlie man whose character and wlio.se

seat was assailed, an o])|)ortuiiity of defending
himself. Sitting as he di<l in the Speakei's chair,

thej' ought to have know n that the only mode by
which that result could be obtained, would be by a
motion to refer the matter to a committee, before

which he cmild ajijiear. Heyoiid all that, there

were important ipiestions to be disposed of. There
were ijuestions to be dis])osed of, (piestious of fact,

and also (juesti(<iis of law. based on formei- ])rfe-

cedents, which ap|)eared to justify the view
that the seat was not vacated, and, therefore, there

was a rea.son in tlie search for ]irececleiits and in

tiie taking of evidence for a reference of that case.

There were many meetings of the Committee tm
Privileges and Klections. As liajipened in otlier

controversies which o(!currcd when the Liberals

were in a majority in this House, the eli'ort was t"

do that justice wiiich the lion, the President of the

Council ap])ealed to ns to-night to endeavor to

attain. The case of the .Speaker was a case in

which a prominent meniber of the majority was
attacked. There was alsr) a case in which a mem-
ber of the minority was attacked. And in each of

these eases I rejoice to think, that the majority

entered into the investigation, sought foi' the truth,

ascertainiMl the truth, ;ind framed a unanimous
report, upon which the House afterwai'ils acted.

Hut some hon. gentlemen have said that there

was a trick played in connection with the jire-

sentation of tlie report. Sir, no trick was played.

The Committee on Privileges and Klections met,
they agreed upon the report, and it was unani-

mously agreed by that committee, in the ])re.sence

ami with the assent of the hon. First Minister, who
was a member of the committee and the leader of

the ()p))osition, that the Chairman should be
reijnested to defer the presentation of the report


