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Hon. Mr. POWER-As a member of the
ccmmittee I may be allowed te say a word
or two. The objection taken to the com-
position of the Striking Committee by the
hon. gentleman who bas just resumed bis
seat, is not one which will commend itself
ta the judgment of this House. As stated
by the hon. gentleman, this House is m~ade
up cf 61 supporters af the government, and
26 hon. gentlemen who are opposed te, thp,
government.- I take it that whatever te
complexion of the Striking Cammittee may
be, the 61 gentlemen who support the gov-
ernment in this House are quite able te
take care of the interests of the government
aide of the House; and we simply foilowed
the old practice with respect ta this coin-
mittee, of flot removing gentlemen from the
committee, even though there is a change
in the composition of the lieuse. I re-
member when there was a very'small body
of members who sat at the Speaker's left,
and when we.were allowed by the great
majority af that day ta have a very censi-
derable say in dealing with the patronage
of the House.

In teis House we s hould not undertake ta
draw party lines where they are uinneces-
sary. If it is absolutely necessary to do s0
we would. With respèct te the«objection.
made by tee hon. gentleman- from Prince
Albert, I remember that on a former occa-
sion the hon. gentleman objected because
there were not a sufficient number of memn-
bers from. the west on the Railway 0Cm-
mittee; but 'when inquiry was made it waa
found that a mai arity cf the members from
Alberta and Saskatchewan were 'on that
committee. In the present casé bis coin-
plaint, although made in general ternis,
cames. down ta a complaint that ail te
lirovinces are not represènted on the Strik-
ing Committee, and on tee Standing Orders
Ccmmittee. The duty cf the Standing Or-
ders.-Committee la simply ta see that te
rules cf th.e House have been complied with.
I ask any hon. gentleman what on earte
lias tee province from. which a member
cames te do with a quiestion wbether te
rules have been complied with or nat P
When an hon. gentleman bas nothing more
serions te complain cf than that, hie bas
very littie ground for a grievance.

Hon. Mr. 14OSS (Halifax)-By the deathi
of Senator Lovitt, member from Yarmouth,
there is a vacancy on the Railway Commit-
tee.. By right the appointment should be
fromn the province of Nova Scotia; but.the
commnittee in their wisdom are giving tels
position te, a man from Ontario. I think
Ontario bas too much already and should
allow this position to go ta the province of
Nova Scotia.

The motion was agreed ta.

ACCIDENTS AT RAILWAY CROSSINGS,

Hon. Mr. ELLIS-I should like ta ask the
leader of the House in view of the large
number of appalllng accidents at railway
crossings recently reported, whether any
action has been taken 'by the government,
or any one representing the governinent P

Hon. Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT-I
entirely agree with the sentiment expressed
by my hon. friend. I have long felt that
the carelesaness of the railroads ini this
matter, regarding accidents which have oc-
curred. at railway crossings, should receive
the attention of parliament. These acci-
dents at railway crossings have been a dis-
grace ta the railways and te parlia-
ment and the governiment. I have my-
self over -and over again personally
called the attention of *the Ralway
Commission, and priai- te 'that the at-
tention of the officers' connected with the
Rafiways and Canals, to the scandalona
state in which many of thèse crossingé
were in localities *ith wffich I *as inti-
mately acquainted, and deeply as lIéreÈét
the lo0ss" of if e which hlas ôccurred'recently
at several places, I believe that orn the
whole it will result in great good by stirring
up parliament and the governinent to, take
vigorous action in the way'of preventiiig
these accidents in future. My hon. col-
league, the Minister of Railways, lias this
inatter in hanýd at this moment, and I trust
I shaîl speedily be i. a position ta, inform
the House that, proper measures have been
taken to prevent the recurrence'of these
unhappy disasters.

The Senate adjourned until to-morrow.at
three o'cIoclc.


