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an acre to incoming settlers for those lands, acres per mile and there is a first mortgage
they would lie idle for . a great number of upon the railway itself. Then, those who
Years, because people who come to this provide more capital in order to continue
CoUntry, come with the idea that it is not the developinent and project further, of
iecessary for thein to bring capital with courseitwill depend uponthe careful andgood

the 1 in order to commence operations, that and econoinical management how far they
there is free land f -r them to commence work will retain possession of the road. There is
Upon. Ihe free lands or the even-numbered a growing feeling in that western country
sections are being gradually absorbed with- that better railway transport should be had,
in a reasonable distance of railway in that prairie country, which is so dep. n-
comfmuiication. There is a , vast area dent upon inland transportation. The de-
of land which is not yet absorbed, which velopment of what is known as the fertile
is further away from railway conmmunica- belt to Prince Albert, Battleford and Ed-
tion. Now, I would suggest to the Govern- nionton, the construction of a railway to the
Ment, that instead of giving a land grant to mining regions to the north and south of
the railway companies that it is absolutely the Canadian Pacific Railway, and the con-
necessary to build in that country for its struction of the Hudson Bay Railway, are
proper development, they should utilize the the important works that await develop-
grant in a different way. We will take the ment, and they can all he projected upon the
-Manitoba and North-western Railway as a lines I have laid down in an economical man-
Prominent example. That railway received ner. I think it is desirable in such matters
a grant of land of 6,400 acres per mile, for that the government should see that the first
about 230 miles to its present terminus. outlay is kept within moderate bounds,
It bas also received a land grant to that they are kept within bounds conducive
Prince Albert 150 miles further. It has to the settlenent of the country and the
failed to go on with the construction economic condition of the people who supply
for a great number of years. It is in the the tratlic for the transport of that railway
hands of a receiver now, and economical company. If a plan of that kind was adopted,
Principles are applied to its management, it would be found that every one of the rail-
and it is doing very well, but it cannot 1way companies would become self supporting
get out of the hands of the receiver until in a period, we will say, of from tive to ten
the litigation bas ceased between the bond- years. That is to say the government guar-
holders who advanced the money and the antee would be no longer necessary. They
'flanagement of the road. They have a land might go to the capitalists of the world and
grant for the section beyond their present raise the money and relieve the governinent
terminus, of 6,400 acres per mile, I tlink of the guarantee if necessary. The gov-
Part of that bas been conmuted for a cash ernmnent would be relieved of that guarantee
bonus of 86,400 per mile. Now, instead of and they would still be in possession of the
giving that land grant, or that cash bonus, I 6,400 acres per mile which could be used
Would suggest that the government guaran- again for the same purpose, and as time
tee the bonds for the construction of that went on and railways became more pros-
ine at the rate of 3 per cent interest, and that perous, the public lands would then be a
the governnent appropriate that 6,400 acres public asset to be disposed of in anv way
Per mile and that cash bonus and set that the interests of the country denand at
it aside in the hands of a commission as a sone future time. It is quite probable that
guarantee for the protection of the public there is a large acreage yet. It isimpossible
treasury, in so far as its being called upon to for us to tell without having the details
provide for the bonds that have been gua- before us what the acreage may be, but
ranteed. In addition to that, I would re- there is a very large acreage yet, and I say
eomend that a first mortgage be taken upon it should be the care of the government to

the road for the land grant guarantee. We husband those resources and reserve them
%ill suppose that the guarantee is placed at as a future asset, and that when a :ettler
tet or twelve thousand dollars per mile at comes into the country, the whole country
three per cent interest. Then, if the govern-, would then be open to him to settle in. He
ment becomes responsible for the bonds, it could select an even-numbered section, for
becones responsible for the interest. There which he has to pay nothing if he goes far

an asset against that liability of 6,400 enough atield. Then the odd-numbered


