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are concerned about the growing crime problem in this country
and to take pressure off a government that seems unwilling to do
anything meaningful about it.

There is a tremendous cost involved in the legislation. The
set-up cost is $118.9 million by the minister’s own figures, and
registration itself will cost hundreds of millions more.

At a time when we are seeing federal cutbacks in transfer
payments for health care, post-secondary education and various
social programs, should the government not be reconsidering its
priorities and refocusing the spending of what money it has in
areas more meaningful than the registration of firearms belong-
ing to law-abiding taxpayers in this country?
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TOBACCO

Mr. Peter Adams (Peterborough, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, stud-
ies in the U.S. show that smoking causes 415,000 deaths in a
year and $50 billion in medical care costs.

Smoking is the most important preventable cause of prema-
ture death. The immediate causes of death are a wide variety of
cancers and cardiovascular and respiratory diseases. Yet 48
million young Americans still smoke. Twenty—four billion
packs of cigarettes are purchased each year. Every pack sold
causes $4 of expenditures on smoking related health care.

As 70 per cent of smokers begin before the age of 18 years,
discouraging smoking among the young is essential if we are to
cope with this problem. It has been shown that the young prefer
the most heavily advertised brands. Here in Canada we must
discourage our children from smoking.

These facts are from the 1994 issues of the morbidity and
mortality weekly report of the Massachusetts Medical Society,
1440 Main Street, Waltham, Massachusetts, 02154. I would b
glad to provide extracts to anyone interested. :

MOTHERS AGAINST DRINKING AND DRIVING

Mr. John Murphy (Annapolis Valley—Hants, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, on Thursday, November 16, I attended the local kick—
off for the Mothers Against Drinking and Driving red ribbon
campaign in the town of Kentville in my riding of Annapolis
Valley—Hants. The red ribbon project is this organization’s
most visible grassroots campaign. Each red ribbon serves as a
reminder for motorists to be safe and sober drivers during the
holiday season and throughout the year.

In 1994 over 1,700 people were killed in alcohol related
accidents. That works out to 4.6 people per day. By working to
raise awareness on this issue, we can all help to prevent the
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senseless deaths and injuries that result from drinking and
driving.

I have a red ribbon tied to the antenna of my car. I would ask
that all members of the House support this very worthwhile
campaign by doing the same.
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CANADA OCEANS ACT

Mrs. Jean Payne (St. John’s West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on
June 14 the government tabled Bill C-98, the Canada Oceans
Act. This legislation is structured to provide a legal framework
for the implementation of a new ocean management strategy.
The Canada Oceans Act is needed to enable nation—-wide man-
agement of our oceans on an ecosystem basis while ensuring that
economic opportunities are achieved. ;

The province of Newfoundland is unique in its location and its
dependency on intelligent oceans resource management. For
this reason, the Canada Oceans Act is a landmark piece of
legislation and is directed at the promotion of sustainable
development and the protection of ocean resources.

With the Canada Oceans Act came the merger of the Canadian
Coast Guard and the Department of Fisheries and Oceans. One
key role for this integrated fleet will be fisheries conservation

-inside the 200-mile limit. Groundfish and other species will be

protected while nature rebuilds these resources and shelifish
will be protected from over—exploitation:

The Canada Oceans Act signals a renewal of Canada’s—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Macleod.
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MEDICARE

Mr. Grant Hill (Macleod, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, medicare is
important to all Canadians.

Medicare deserves a federal health minister who can adapt to
major inevitable changes, like new technology, which will be
expensive; like a population that is aging, which will also be
expensive; and like government debt, with a federal Department
of Health spending $1,200 per person per year on debt service
and just $268 per person per year on health.
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We need a keen, adaptable minister with fresh ideas. What do
we have? We have a minister out of her depth, who is fining the
provinces for the delivery of health care that does not match her
interpretation of the Canada Health Act.

Medicare deserves better. Canadians deserve better. Federal
fines for medicare mean failure.



