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Let me take a plant worker, a cutter, who probably
makes maximum around $11 an hour. With the number
of weeks they have, their saiary probabiy would get to
about $21,500. If there are bonuses in a good year, it may
get to $25,000. 'Mat in itseif is a pathetic income.

Let me take it a littie further. If they have to go on
unempioyment insurance, that income reduces to
around $ 17,000 or $ 18,000 a year, which is well beiow the
poverty lie. I wouid suggest that it is not even subsis-
tence allowance. But even that is not the probiem. The
probiemn is those people who do not even qualify for that
$ 18,000 a year. This is the crux of my argument here this
evening.

The Minister of Fisheries and Oceans and the Minis-
ter of Empioyment and Immigration, and I think weil-in-
tentioned, have said that anybody who has a reasonable
attachment to the fishery will be iooked after. But iast
year, Madam Speaker, that was over 10,000 peo-
pie- 10,300 people. There was $25 million allotted to
that. 'Mat worked out to $2,500 per person. The catch
here is that the critenia that was used last year and the
year before, and the year before that, is the same,
despite the promises of the minister that there will be a
lot of flexibiîity used. Essentiaily what we are looking at
is this. To quaiify for 10 weeks, if that is the qualification,
you must have either had 10 weeks or three weeks with
iast year ail your stamps in the fishery alone.

If you cascade that effect, essentialiy it means that
there wili neyer be any qualification at ail.

What the minister in fact has promised in his answer is
the reai reason I am here this evening. I want to just
restate what he said. I want confirmation from the hon.
pariiamentary secretary, my friend who is working over-
time this evening, that this is the case. The minister said:
"If there is need for any additîonai assurance programs,
assistance programs, they wili be forthcoming".

The other thing he said was: "When we know later in
the year exactly what the effects are, other programs if
necessary wil be put into place."

TMat, to me, is a very firma commitment. It does flot
taik about flexibility, it does not talk about interpretation
by the bureaucracy. It says to me essentiaiiy, and I would
like confirmation from my friend, the member from
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Fraser Valley East, that those who need it wili be iooked
after.

If I can get that assurance, I will go home happier
tonight and I think a lot of may constituents wiil be as
well.

Mr. Ross Beisher (Parliamentary Secretary to Minis-
ter of Fisheries and Oceans and Minister for the Atlantic
Canada Opportunities Agency): Madam Speaker, to the
hon. memaber opposite from. Bonavista-ffinity-Con-
ception, the announcement the minister made on Febru-
ary 24 concerning the northern cod catch was mndeed a
very significant announcement and something that no
minister ever wants to have to make, particuiarly as it is
dealing with people's livelihoods.

T'he minister's response was very comprehensive with
the primary goal that of the sustainability of the northern
cod.

The member opposite is talking about whether or flot
the government wili be there to assist the peopie who
faîl between the cracks. I can tell hlm that this goverfi-
ment has taken significant initiatives during the iast
several months to assist the Atlantic region of Canada,
and this goverfiment will continue to be responsive to
the needs of the people of Atlantic Canada whose
livelihoods depend on the northemn cod.

With the shutting down of the directed fisheries for
cod by offshore vessels until the fail and the limiting of
the catches by the inshore mobile fleet to the average of
recent years, the traditionai fixed gear inshore fishery
will continue to operate without quotas or other limits
on its catches.

The trawlermen and the offshore plant workers who
are immedîately affected by these measures are ahnost
aIl eligible for unemployment insurance. Beyond that,
assistance is available pursuant to the $584 million of the
Atlantic Fisheries Adjustment Program. As welI, the
minister has made it clear that those affected by the
lowering of the total catch this year will be assisted.

I can tell you, Madam Speaker, that our own conserva-
tion matters can oniy go so far in trying to get this
problem corrected, and it is going to take us severai
months to get around it as far as getting the fishery back
up to the levels that we have enjoyed in times past.

March 17, 1992 COMMONS DEBATES


