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A message was delivered by the Gentleman Usher of
the Black Rod as follows:

Mr. Speaker, Her Excellency the Governor General desires the
immediate attendance of this honourable House in the Chamber of
the Senate.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker with the House went up to
the Senate Chamber.

a (1630)

[English]
And the House being returned to the Commons

Chamber:

Mr. Speaker: I have the honour to report that, the
House having attended on Her Excellency the Governor
General in the Senate Chamber, I informed Her
Excellency that the choice of Speaker had fallen upon
me.
[Translation]

On your behalf, I made the usual claim for your
privileges which Her Excellency was pleased to confirm
to you.

* * *

[English]

OATHS OF OFFICE

Right Hon. Brian Mulroney (Prime Minister) moved
for leave to introduce Bill C-1, respecting the adminis-
tration of oaths of office.

Motion agreed to, Bill read the first time.

* * *

* (1640)

[Translation]

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

Mr. Speaker: I have the honour to inform the House
that when this House did attend Her Excellency the
Governor General in the Senate Chamber, Her Excel-
lency was pleased to make a speech to both Houses of
Parliament. To prevent mistakes I have obtained a copy
which is as follows:

Ladies and gentlemen, Honourable Members of the
Senate,
Ladies and gentlemen, Members of the House of
Commons:

It is my great pleasure to greet you on this, the first
day of the Thirty-fourth Parliament since Confedera-
tion. This ceremony is rich in history, custom, tradition
and symbolism. It is also a renewal of the vital relation-
ship among Crown, people, parliament and government
that, today as in the past, is the essence of Canadian
democracy.

The people have spoken in a general election three
weeks ago. Their members in the House of Commons
have today claimed from the Crown the ancient rights
and privileges that enable them to carry out their
responsibilities.

In the election, my government sought and received a
mandate for its policies, including the Free Trade
Agreement between Canada and the United States that
is to take effect on January 1, 1989. The purpose of this
early session of the Thirty-fourth Parliament is to seek
your approval for legislation to implement this Agree-
ment as scheduled. Similar legislation was passed by the
House of Commons in August. It had also received
approval in principle in the Senate and had reached the
stage of Senate committee study, prior to dissolution of
the Thirty-third Parliament.

My government is determined to secure the benefits
of economic opportunity for this and future generations
of Canadians. This Agreement reflects my ministers'
confidence in Canada's ability to compete with the best
in the world.

In due course, we will hold a second session of the
Parliament, at which time my ministers will place before
you a statement of policy for this, their second mandate
in office. Meanwhile, you may be asked at the present
session to consider other matters as deemed advisable by
my government.
Ladies and gentlemen, Honourable Members of the
Senate,
Ladies and gentlemen, Members of the House of
Commons:
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