
HOUSE OF COMMONS
Inquiries of the Ministry

NATIONAL HOUSING ACT

AMENDMENTS PROVIDING FOR JOINT OPERATION
OF HOUSING PROJECTS AND LOANS TO

HOME OWNERS

Hon. Robert H. Winters (Minister of Recon-
struction and Supply) moved that the house
go into committee at the next sitting to
consider the following resolution:

That, it is expedient to present a measure to
amend the National Housing Act, 1944, and in par-
ticular to provide that the assembly of land for
residential purposes and the construction of housing
projects for sale and for rent under arrangements
by which the capital costs and the costs of operation
of such projects will be shared seventy-five per cent
by the federal government and twenty-five per
cent by the provincial governments be undertaken
jointly with the said governments; and further to
authorize the making of loans to prospective home
owners in addition to basic joint loans under the
act, in amounts not exceeding one-sixth of such
basic loans; to authorize an increase in the loans
that may be guaranteed for home improvement
and home extension purposes under the act, and to
increase the aggregate amount presently authorized
for loans and losses under part I of the act, the
funds for the said purposes to be provided out of
the consolidated revenue fund.

He said: His Excellency the Governor
General, having been made acquainted with
the subject matter of this resolution, recom-
mends it to the consideration of the bouse.

Motion agreed to.

UNITED NATIONS

INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S EMERGENCY FUND-
DONATION BY CANADA

On the orders of the day:
Mr. Angus MacInnis (Vancouver East): Is

it the intention of the government to make a
donation this year to the United Nations
international children's emergency fund?

Hon. Douglas Abbott (Minister of Finance):
Yes. Item 779 in the further supplementary
estimates which I tabled on September 28,
1949, provides an amount of $1,075,000 for
the international children's emergency fund.

INSECT PESTS

ANSWER TO QUESTION RESPECTING TERMITES IN
TORONTO AREA

On the orders of the day:

Mr. Robert McCubbin (Parliamentary
Assistant to the Minister of Agriculture): On

Friday last the hon. member for Eglinton
(Mr. Fleming) asked a question of the Minis-
ter of Agriculture. In the absence of both
the minister and myself the Prime Minister
said the matter would be brought to the

[Mr. Higgins.]

attention of the department, and I have an
answer now which I should like to give to
the house.

The termite problem in Canada is confined
to an area in Toronto east of Yonge street
and south of Danforth. These insects are
found only within an area of three and one-
half miles by one and one-half miles, defi-
nitely affecting a total area of approximately
250 acres. They occur in eight separate
locations of varying sizes, most of them
considerably distant from each other.
Termites were first encountered in Toronto
in 1940. Since then they have been under
observation by officers of the Department of
Agriculture. A thorough and systematic
survey in 1948 and 1949, using 600 natural
baits at various points throughout the city,
gave no suggestion of spread of consequence
in Toronto itself; and 1,500 similar baits at
various points throughout the southern
counties of Ontario failed to show a single
occurrence. The results of the study and
survey substantially confirm the opinion of
the leading termite specialist of the United
States Department of Agriculture who studied
the situation, that the insect had been present
in Toronto for many years and may have been
native to the locality upon which the infested
part of the city bas been built.

During the period in which termites have
been known to occur in Toronto, officials of
the Department of Agriculture have kept the
city of Toronto fully informed, through the
commissioner of buildings and by conferences
with the mayor from time to time, and have
kept the authorities of the province of
Ontario informed in detail through the
provincial entomologist. In co-operation with
the latter, bulletins of advice with respect to
the control of this insect have been made
available to all concerned in the quantities
required.

The results arising from studies of termites
in the United States over many years were
reviewed by officers of the Department of
Agriculture, and, in light of Toronto con-
ditions, certain changes in the building code
of the city were recommended to the suitable
authorities with a view to avoiding infestation
in further construction.

The point of view of the Department of
Agriculture has been that control of these
insects, and permanent measures to be taken
in protection of buildings in Toronto, are the
responsibility of those whose properties are
affected, and that the department holds itself
responsible only for investigation of the
problem, tendering of advice, and direction
as to what should be done to ameliorate the
condition. The department has suggested
that in each of the infested areas meetings


