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*the pictures that appeared in the news-
paper press and on the bill boards, during
the campaign.

We contended in the last Parliamçnt that
the House of Gommons was not a repre-
sentative House, that the Government was
an irresponsible and nlot a responsibie one,
that my right hon. friend was an unelected
and not an elected Prime Minister, and it
was with thatappealweaddressed thepeopie
of this country. To-day we have a Parlia-
ment that is representative of the people,
to-day we have a Government that in the
truest and broadest sense, is responsible to
Parliament as well as to the people and
1 think my right hon. friend may.cease
to be aiarmed as to how the affaira of this
country will be carried on during the next
few years under these new auspices.

To come now, Mr. Speaker, to somne of
the concrete matters touched on by my right
hon. friend, may I speak first of the ques-
tion of the return to the western provinces
of their natural resources? My right hon.
friend said that for ten years past an offei
had been made to the western provinces
along the lines of the proposai that has
recently been made by the present Gov-
ernment. He pointed out a littie later,
however, that the offer which had been
made by the present Administration was nlot
confined to one method of solution only but
that an alternative xnethod was also sug-
gested. My right hon. friend spoke about
an >offer of an arbitration, and seemed to
think we on this side should endeavour to
settie that question by appointing arbitra-
tors from the different provinces of the
Dominion. No one knows better than my
right hon. friend himself, that that is the
very course that the western provinces
have objected to so strongly in the past.
There was nothing in my communication
to the Premiers of the provinces of Mani-
toba, Alberta and Saskatchewan which
spoke o f arbitration. I made a reference
to an accounting in matters of financial
obligation between these provinces and the
Federal Government, but that is a very
different thing to an arbitration pf a
character likely to cause embarrassment
and that will bring no fruitful resuits.
May I read from the letter which I sent to
the Premiers of the different provinces.
The apposite paragraph is as follows:

If however, the Government of the Prairie
Provinces would not be satisfied with such. an
arrangement,-

That is the one similar to the offer
which had previously been made-

-but would prefer an accounting between the
Dominion and the Provinces from the beginning,
by an Independent tribunal, we would not oh-
ject to such a plan. In any agreement that
might be corne to along these Unes it would
be, of course, necessary that adequate pro-
vision be mnade for crediting the provinces with
ail moni Va received by the Dominion and
charging to the Provinces ail outlay by the
Dominion, directly or Indirectiy, In relation to
the management of the resources. Any award
duly made by the tribunal should be binding
on both aides. Àny auxns found to be due by
the Dominion to a Province or by a Province to
the Dominion might be capitalized and Intereat
adjusted In connection with the annuel Pro-
vincial subsidy.

Another point to which I would like to
draw attention is this: The concluding
paragraph of the letter from which I
have just read is in the following words:

I need hardly add that of course any arrange-
ment that inlght be made would be subjeet to
the approval of the Dominion Parliament

My right hon. friend tried to convey
the impression that ini some way the Gov-
ernment was prepared to hand over their
natural resources to the western provinces
and under the arrangement deny to the
other provinces of the Dominion any rights.
that they might have. Nothing can be
clearer than what I have just read to show
that, the proposai. the Government has
made is one which carnies with it the right
of every province of this Dominion to have
any claires it may have against the
western provinces taken into due considera-
tion in any accounting that will be
made -in the settiement of these natural
resotirces claires.

Mr. MEIGHEN: Perhaps I misunder-
stood the letter. Does my hon. friend
mean that when this commission niakes
its award, on the basis of accounting as he
states, 1thIt award shall be submitted te
Parliament afterwards for its approval?

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: It need not
necessarily be a commission. We have
off ered the westérn provinces to meet
with their representatives. As a Gov-
erniment we are prepared to discuss with
them the return of their natural resourcea.
It may 'be necessary to go into a strict
apcountig of ail the nioneys due by the
provinces to the- Dominion, or by the Do-
minion to the provinces. Whether or not
it will be neeassary te do more than employ
expert accountants for that purpose will
depend iargely on the attitude which the
western provinces take. Whatever course
may be necessary-and that is a matter for
negotiation-to arrive at a final conclusion
as to what is just and fair, it must carry


