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boundary. The lion. gentleman talks about
a survey made of the road from Edmonton
to Moncton and from Edmonton to Quebec.
Well, one pecularity of thia road is, that
from Quebec down to River Quelle it aimost
paraiels the Intercolonil. I was about to
say 'paralyzes,' and perhaps that would bie
the better word. Wbat ia the necessity of
another extension almost paraileling the In-
tercolonial dowit 10 River Quelle, from
which place it crosses over to Moncton ?
We have had a carefully prepared>report sub-
mitted-the first we have bad-regardlng the
financial position and the actual cost of the
eastern section. In the Department of Rail-
ways there are able men on the engineering
staff, w.ho ouglit to be able t0 furniali us
with th3e detai-ls of the gradients and curva-
tures and the estimated cost. hast year the
hon, gentleman gave a statement from in-
formation lie got from the Raiiway Depart-
ment that Ibis road would oniy cost $28,025
per mile, and lie adds a certain amnount
untl lie gels the figures of cost up to $35,'000
per mile. He accuses my hon. friend the
leader of the opposition of over-estimating
the cost when hie made il $40,000, but if we
take the ligures of the hon. Minister of
Finance and add the interest during con-
struction, we will find that there is a dif-
ference of but $300 or $400 a mile between
the two. When Mr. Schreiber was asked
to put in writing bis opinion on the cost of
the road, lie gave bis opinion on the cost of
a road with the gradients and curvatures of
the Intercolonial. But we were told that
Ibis was to be a road of first-class character
andi, if so, the estimate of coat from Winni-
peg 10 'Moncton would be below the mark
aI .$40,000) per mile. Take the road whicb
was described in Ibis House by the hon.
member for Northi Norfolk (Mr. Charlton)
andi others on the government aide-a road
witb four-tentha gradients, or about
twen)ty-oDne feet per mile-and then comn-,

apare that with the Intercolonial. Why, the
gradients on tbe Intercolonial-and I bave
just got tbeýse for the purpose oif showing
what value is 10 be placed on Mr. Scbreiber's
report of the cost-are sixty-five feet and
more to the mile, and the maximum curva-
ture is Cb94 feet. If you intend 10 build a
road like that, do you suppose that you will
ever be able to carry grain over it from Win-
nipeg to tbe coDast ? No ; my hon. friend
the leader of the opposition is under the
mark w-heu lie estimates $40,0O0 per mile.
The Miniister of Finance, by a little juggling
df figures, made the cost equal to about

~14O~,0O.But wben yon borrow money
10 buiid a road-and tbe hon. gentleman
estimates that the eastern section will coat
$71,000.00O, on wbich we will have bo pay
interest for seven yeara, which will amount
to $13,000,000, besides some otber liabilities
wbicb we inay reasonably expect-are yod
simpiy going to take that $13,00,000 as tbe
charge againat the country ? A more ab-
surd, misléading statement waa neyer made.

You build a road and borrow tbe money on
tbe credit of the country to pay for il, and
you pay ont tbe cash ; is not that an in-
debtedness 10 the people wbo bo.ld tbe bonds?
True, you may be recouped, but the amcunt
of tbe bonda la tbe measure of our llability.
When we builI the Welland canal, we were
told Ibat the tola wouid recoup us for the
interest on the expenditure. and consequent-
ly it wouid coaI us notbing. Can you ima-
gine a more childiali contention ? It would
not take in an ordinary schooiboy in a
public scbool. The amount 10 bie cbarged
againat the government is the iiability under
taken at the moment and the money expend-
ed. What la the proposition of my bon.
friend ? He says tbat we are 10 pay out
in cash three-quarters of the cost of tbe
western section and buiid the whole of tbe
eastern section. In tbat case, la Il not lime.
if that expenditure is to be made at ail, 10
try what government ownership wiil accom-
pliali ?

The Finance Minister huIis at somne fea-
tures of the management of the intercolo-
niai Raiiway by bis former colleague. We
were promiaed, if wve wouid extend the roati
and give it an entrance to MkIpntreai tbat,
thongli the expenditure might be large, il
was like the expenditure of a man wbo paiti
to reýmove bis business froni a back street
10 a front street. They told uis that the la1-
creased recelpts wouid give splendid resuits.
Counting deficits, so-caiied improvementa
and roliing stock, tbey expended no leas than
$22,000,00O on the Intercoloflial. That capi-
taiized at four per cent wouid mean an an-
nuai expenditure of $880,000. To keep the
Intercolornal in as good a financiai condition
as il was in wben banded over 10 tnem, Ihey
liad 10 mnake $880,0O0 more per year. Andi
wbat la the resuit ? We have not yet re-
ceived the figures for lasI year, but th1e Pro-
babiiity is that, not7vitbstanding Ibis exten-
sion 10. Montreal wbicli was so mucli laudeti
iy lion, gentlemen, opposite, there will 1e a1

deficit on th3e Intercoloniai. 1 warned th1e
riglit hon, gentleman (Sir Wilfrid Laurier)
and bis then Minister of Railways, of wbom
bie bas since spoken of as the greateat ex-
pert ini railway matters in Canada andi
whomn lie bas made dhairman of the com-
mission that ls 10 administer justice 10 rail-
ways , Ibat lie had thrown back th1e posai-
bility of goverament ownersbip for fity
years, that you couid not justity govern-
ment ownersilip after this extravagant ex-
penditure on tle Intercolonial. And now
the rigbt bon. gentleman's Finance minister,
after giviug the loose rein 10 the ex-Miinister
of Railwayis, quotes our experience on tle
intercoloniai and reada a statement of Sir
John Macdonald in reference 10 goverument
ownership, and 50 concludes that il wouid
lie a bad plan 10 try il now. Il would be a
bad plan 10 try wîtb sucli management of
governmient raiiwaya as we bave lad uinder
th1e riglit hon. gentleman's regime. But
there la no reason Ibal the management 0f
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