
Coalition-building

A Canadian initiative could concentrate on building a coalition of lilce-minded actors. Members
of such a coalition would include net contributors (those who can provide assistance) and net
recipients (those who are facing the problems). More specifically, the members would consist
of representatives of civil society and NOOs (human rights organisations, women's groups,
children's rights organisations, the medical cominunity, public health organisations) in addition
to states and IGOs (UN, OAS, UNDP, WHO). Some of these organisations and groups are
already active in certain aspects of the small arms issue and could have their initiatives
strengthened by expanding the members and including those that are not currently active. To
strengthen the coalition, opponents would also be encouraged to participate in order to build
bridges and to bring them on side early in the process. A coalition could begin with like-minded
actors characterised as responsible users of small armns who would focus on specific issues. Once
such a basis is formed, the coalition could then expand and begin to tackle more difficult
problems. For instance, supply issues could be addressed initially before advancing to demand
issues which are more complex.


