
Americans Take to the Roads 
With Over 2 Trillion Miles Driven 
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Odometer readings clicked for 2.1 trillion 
'miles in the United States in 1990. Gas 
tanks took an average of 683 gallons, a 
five-gallon decline from the previous year. 

The number of miles traveled per vehicle 
in 1989 continued its steady growth, with 
an average 10,382 miles added to each car 
'and 13,901 miles to each truck. The average 
miles traveled for all motor vehicles, 10,992, 
shows a 2.5 percent gain since 1988. 

Total gas consumption continued to rise 
as service station operators and drivers 
themselves pumped an estimated 132.8 
billion gallons of fuel in 1990. 

VEHICLE MILES OF TRAVEL AND FUEL CONSUMPTION 
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VEHICLE MILES OF TRAVEL (In Millions) 

Other 	Triller  
2-Axle 	Single 	Combi- 

Buses 	Total 	4-Tire 	Unit 	nations 	Total 

1,485,474 
1,429,579 
1,355.330 
1,260.565 
1,111.596 
1,033,950 

916,700 
588,083 
363,613 
249,600 

1990 Prelim. . . 	 
1989 	  
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1987 	  
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1980 	  
1975 	  
1970 	  
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1950 	  
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10,214 	6.059 	1,127.869 	290,935 	39,813 	68,678 	399.426 	1,527,295 
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(2) 	4,081 	367.694 	 . 	- 	 90,552 	458.246 
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AVERAGE ANNUAL MILES TRAVELED PER VEHICLE 
1989  	10,382 	2,351 	9.095 
1988  	10,121 	2,187 	8,878 
1987  	9,878 	1,933 	8.833 
1985  	9,560 	1,669 	8.216 
1980  	9.141 	1,794 	11.458 
1975  	9.690 	1.134 	13,102 
1970  	10,272 	1,055 	12.035 
1960(1 )  	9,446 	(2) 	16,004 
1950  	9.020 	(2) 	20,910 
1940  	9.080 	(2) 	18.580 

FUEL CONSUMED (Millions of Gallons) 
1990 Prelim . . . 	 - 	- 	 - 
1989  	72,333 	209 	949 
1988  	71.949 	200 	921 
1987  	70,573 	190 	903 
1985  	69.268 	182 	835 
1980  	71,883 	204 	1.018 
1975  	76,447 	113 	1.053 
1970  	67.820 	60 	820 
1960(')  	41,169 	(2) 	827 
1950  	24,305 	(2) 	732 
1940  	16,323 	(2) 	436 

AVERAGE FUEL CONSUMPTION PER VEHICLE (Gallons) 

• 	 - 1990 Prelim. . . . 	 . 	. 	 - 
1989  	506 	47 	1,518 	496 	873 
1988  	509 	44 	1.496 	499 	884 
1987  	514 	39 	1,500 	502 	900 
1985  	525 	33 	1,407 	510 	857 
1980  	591 	36 	1,926 	572 	846 
1975  	716 	23 	2.279 	692 . 	877 
1970  	760 	21 	2,172 	743 	866 
19600)  	661 	(2) 	3.040 	672 
1950  	603 	(2) 	3,752 	618 	 - 
1940  	 594 	(2) 	3.049 	607 	 -  

- Not Available. (1) Alaska and Hawaii included since 1959. (2) Motorcycles are included in passenger cars. 
SOURCE: US. Department of Transportation. Federal Highway Adrnirsstration. Highway ea:isles. annual. 
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