APPENDIX XII

WORLD SHORTAGE OF CEREALS

y, December 11, 1946

Resolution of the Assembl
Tebruary 1946, the General

At its thirty-third plenary meeting on 14th
Assembly adopted a resolution urging action, both directly by Govern-

ments and through the international organizations concerned, to alleviate

the anticipated serious shortage of bread grains and rice.

The General Assembly has learned with satisfaction of the extent to
Whi_ch the position in 1946 was improved, particularly with respect to bread
grains, by the common effort of the United Nations, thus saving millions of

lives during the critical months before the 1946 harvest.
er, that the food situation is

The General Assembly recognizes, howev
still unsatisfactory. A number of countries have not yet overcome the
devastating results of the enemy occupation to which they were subjected
and are obliged on this account to continue emergency imports of grains,
fats and other foodstuffs. A severe shortage of these foodstuffs exists in
many European countries, even in some of those which before the war were

themselves exporters. In a number of countries of Asia the shortage of
urishment and even famine,

cereal§ and other foodstuffs has led to underno
resulting in heavy loss of human lives, as in the case of India and China.

There is also a widespread shortage of livestock.
eover, that in 1945 and 1946 some

The General Assembly notes, mor
countries of Europe and Asia were affected by drought and bad harvest,
resulting in still further deterioration of their food situation. Some coun-
tries which were not under enemy occupation have even introduced bread -
rationing for the first time, for instance, the United Kingdom. In addition,
some countries of Latin America are experiencing food shortages and are

obliged to import grain.

The General Assembly has learned with concern that expected supplies
of bread grains, rice, fats and oils, dairy products, meat and sugar appear
to be substantially inadequate to meet minimum requirements for human
consumption in 1947. Many countries, especially those which have et

from enemy occupation and those which do not produce sufficient food-
stuffs to meet their own requirements, need agricultural supplies such as
machinery, implements, fertilizers, pesticides and seeds.

In addition, international payment dgifficulties on the part of certain

importing countries, as well as transport and other difficulties, threaten
be available. At the

to prevent the utilization of such food supplies as may
same time, there is a tendency in some countries to reduce the areas under
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