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though personally, 1 depend on the leaves at all
times for identification. The time of blooming
is also a help at that particular season.

But, you will say, what about the black ones?
I find the text gives them as a wvariety of the
Pennsylvania. Here is a chance for the inquisitive
or ambitious student to find out, through reading,
the technical difference between species and variety.
I suggest, in connection with this, the reading of
Mendel’s Law, Plant Breeding, and similar topics
in any good text on Biology or Botany. Two
good books in connection with this are Darwin’s
“Origin of Specxes” and Burbank’s * New Creations
in Plant Life.”

We spoke of the “black” 'blueberries. Rub a
blue one, and notice that it becomes black. The
blue coating that so easily rubs off is called “bloom"’.
To find the probable use of this “bloom”, dip a
unrubbed and a rubbed blueberry into water, and
see to which one the water adheres. Might the

““bloom”’ be of service to the berry in wet weather?

You will find a “bloom”’ on plums and other fruits.

What plants associate with blueberries? The
bog blueberries have different neighbors from their
pasture brothers.
among the blueberries’ neighbors we find Leather
Leaf, Andromeda, Pale Laurel, Sheep Laurel, Rho-
dora, Pyrola and Mayflower, all of which belong to
the same botanical family as the blueberry itself.
Could it be possible that their common inherited
tastes and habits have kept them together, just as

in rural communities so many members of - the

human race are relatives? In the latter.case many
households trace their descent from one or two
families who settled there a century or two ago.
[ wonder what tribe of plants was the common
ancestor of the blueberry and 1ts relatlves centunes
upon centuries ago!

‘Blueberries, as we all know, occupy waste or
neglected ground. Is this a matter of choice or of
expediency? - What is the general nature of blue-
berry. ground? When you go on that next trip
take a piece of blue litmus paper with you. Test
the moist earth. Test not only blueberry ground
but both cultivated and uncultivated ground in
several localities. Of course you know that if the
litmus turns red, the soil is
you find the blueberries nearly always growing in
acid soil, is it safe to say they prefer that soil?
Possibly they do. 1f we find certain regiments

It is ‘interesting to note that

“sour” or acid. If

possibly they are there because they were crowded
out of better positions. On the other hand, tbey'
may be there from choice.

Some plants are so constituted that they cannot
stand acid soil, they would die rather than submit
to it. Blueberries and their relatives find life
pleasant there; and find it easier to occupy the -
acid soil some other plants have abandoned ‘than '
to fight their way to culttva,ted ground. - “The’
presence of blueberries, then, gives one some idea
of the condition of the soil. ' Drainage and culti+

vation would bring in an invading army of othet’
plants, and the peaceful blueberries 'would rem
to the neglected pastures and bogs

Topics for Nature lessons not yet m ‘
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