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A Century of Progress - Educationally and
Otherwise.

P ERHAPS in the initial years of the century it \voiid
flot he amiss to glance ox-er the pa,-, anîd s'ee'wl]ýre wvt

have been drifting -educationaill and otber\vire. At thec
beginning of the la.st century the population o>f tb is Pro-
vince coxisisted of about five thousand soukl, and a fuw
Dutchlieen. In Char lottetown tiiere were onIx- fifty fainilie-
or three hundred people. Not inichi see-nîs to have ix:en
doue in regoard to e(lncatjon tîntil IS21, xvbel the Nation.il
School was openled, and iii i 829 the Cunti ai Acaîîîvii \va,
estabii4ed.

According to the first report of the first official inspc
tor of Sclîools, publishied iii IS837, Ive find that thurx e were
,52 sehools anid 1649 scholars. Tis repo(rt gives,. apî
dlescription of the educational condition of th, conîîtrv .it
that hune. The inhabihants ,vere poox-. and, bav-iug to
struggle wihh nunierous difficultics in procuring tiRliinan
of subsistence for tlheir faille',, the eduication of t liev euhl
dren xvas xvith thein a inatter of secondarv imîîurtalîct-
Hlowex-er beautîfuil othxer things nîight be. the stoiîîaci
natturalx- camie first, lPoets xiighhi sing of the levait phlo-
sophers crowli the nîînid, and preaciiers <iify the -.oii lit
the empty stoniacli \votild paraly-se thein aill. Andev
Mvien the people turned their attention to edlucatio li tliex«
were flot very scrupullons nii the selection of tlieii-tee-
-sahîsfyiig thieîiselx-es w'ithi the 001nînion1 idea t bat it w as

better to biave axîy teacher tlîan noune at ail. Iletnce1 it fru-
quentix- happened that it %v'as onlv persons of sîpv ce
character and blasted p)rospects ili lifu, after every otiier rle-
source liad faiied then, w~ho hoo)k up) the imîportant offic et
schoolniaster. Soixîcti nies a mani. too proind to lxeg. ton nI'


