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se powerful and far-reaching in its ultimate effects
that he had a very inadequate idea of ail that it
ixnplied. Living in the belief that in a short tiîrîe
the Lord would return to establish upon earth the
Kingdomi of Heaven, lie was eager for iînmiediate
resuits, and could niot possibly uuderstaud tlîat the
new faitb was one which would oniv inanifest its
full power in the s1ovI process of the ages; that it
would ultimateiy effect the regeneration, flot mierely
of a few smnall religions comninnuities, but nf the
wboie race ; that its influence would be feit in ail
phases of huinan lite, and that its imimortal spirit
was flot dependent uipon the iirnperfect body of ho-
liefs which to hiin seeiîned to be the sum of ail truth.
By us, therefore, who belong to a rnuch larger aud
fuller world than they, the words of the Apostie
nax' b)e in terpreted in a wider sense thani was
directly present to bis inid when lie penned themn.
Humnan nature, in its fundanueutal character, is the
saine now as it was in the frst century of our era ;
but, living in a world whcli bas drawn ils inspira-
tion froin the long toil and travail of eighteen cen-
turies, we uma), well sec in the Apostie's words a
deptil of rneaniug tîmat was not apparent to those
whom he flrst addressed. The Il Spirit" is still
operative, and woe hc to us if we IIquench "it ;
there are still I'prophesyiugs," wbicb we shah " de-
spise" at our peril ; and the task is still laid upon
us to Il prove ail tlîings," and Ilhold fast that wbich
is good."

Now, it would be a mark of that peculiar narruw-
ness whichi is apt to spring up in sheltered acadernic
circles, were we to regard the uuiversity as the only
organi by which the truc umay be winuowed fromu the
false. The full judginent of tîme Christian conscious-
ness can uni>' bo obtairied throughi the exercise of
ail the orgaus by wbicb our bigher life is sustaiued
and deveioped. Humanity doos net deveiop iu
parts, but "'moves ail together, if it ruove at ahl";
and the only way in wbicb we can expect to grasp
the truth in its fulness is by basiug our judgumients
tipon the complex experience of the whole race.
But, on tbe otber band, there is a very real function
wbicb a university, that realizes its true mission,
inay discharge; and it is to this function that h
would sbortly direct your attention.

The university represents, nîainly at ieast, tbat
inextinguishable desire for clear and defluite know-
iedge, whicb, as Aristotie tells us, Ilah mnen bave by
nature." Men not only act but desire to under-
stand wbat is tbe nieaning of their action ; and it is
only wben tbey bring this meaning t0 clear con-
sciousness that tbey attain to ail that they are fitted
to become. Wbile we nust neyer lorget that the
basis of ail truth lies in the actual experiences of
life, wthout whîcb ne true tbeory of life is possible;

yet withuuit tbeory experience is neyer complote.
We umiay even say tbat "ltboory" is itseif a formn, and
in one sense the highest form, of I experience" ; for
it euabies us t0 suiu up and grasp clearly wbat
otherwisc wo should beld in a confused aud trag-
mentary way. Now, I ain far fromu saying that the
expressin of this thooretical liie-this ultimate
forin of experieuce-is fouud nowbere but witbin
the walls of uuix'ersitios. Not only are there uni-
versifies whicbi have a very inadequate conception
of thoir true function, but we nîay safoly say that ahi
the best univorsities in the world, even in tbeir sum,
bave ne inonopoly of trutb. No doubt it is a part
of the function of a university to be a pioneer in
new rogions of thought ; but I do not think that tbat
is its [nain function. Genius is a iaw te itself; i
caunot be taugbit; if cornes as the imumediate in-
spiration of Ged, and bioweth wbere it listeth;
"luniversal as the casing air," if scorus te be con-
lined within prescribed himnifs. It is thoroforo in a
sense an accident wheu fromn the ranks of uuiversify
mn thero issues sone thiuker or scientifmc discov-
erer, whoIl provides a uiew organ for the humnan
spirit" and lifts tho thouglif of the world to a bigher
plane. While there bave seldomu been wanting mnen,
ongaged iu actual university teaching, wbo belonged
te tbe first rank, if yet is true fbat the work by
wbich tbey bave umado their impress upon the world
bas laimi apart fromn tbeir professional labours.
What, fben, is the special function of the universify?
Ifs function is, in a word, te educate or teacb.
Now, the accumnulafing mass of literature doaling
wifb tbe problemn of education-wherein it consists,
whiaf is the best inetbod, what are tbe proper sub-
jects witb wbicb it deals, and wbaf is its influence
upon socity-tbis increasing volumue of educational
literature is onough f0 show that tbe question, Wbat
is education ? is by no mneans s0 simple as it mnay
seeru to be. We may say at once tbat education,
the special funct ion of the university, does net con-
sist iii imnparting Il uisful information.'' Nu duubt
an acquaintauce wifh facts is always of value, and
ne eue cami ho called oducated who does not pos-
sess the average amount ef information, witbout
whicb bie cannot be a good citizen. But if is nof
the end of the univorsity simply to iinpart sucb in-
formation. If tbat were really its end, we shonid
be launcbed upon wbat Aristotle would cail an I n
finite series." It is useful te know the construction
of the thermnoineter, the pump, and the steam
engine; it is uiseful te be able to read or speak La-
tin, Greok, Hebrew, Frencb, Germau, Italian,
Spanisb, Russian, and even Chinese; but if eue is
f0 master ail these subjects, al ong with the multi-
fanions facf s whicb are, in one way and another,
Iuseful," wbero shahl we b egin, and where sbah we


