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culous without knowing it. Like other able men he has a
“fad,” but it is one that adds to his fitness for membership
in a body that has to do with municipal affairs. He is the
chief promoter, if not the originator, of the  good roads
movement, and it was wise on the part of the North Oxford
electors to put him in a position to make so important a pro-
paganda more successful.

The confusion into which the Treasurer of
Guelph city has allowed his accounts to
fall 1s only one more in a long series of
most instructive incidents in our municipal history. Coun-
ties, cities, towns, villages, townships, all suffer alike from
the want of a proper audit of their accounts, The treasurer
begins by mixing up the municipal funds with his own, and
where the latter run short he very naturally borrows from
the former, fully expecting to repay the loan before an audit
takes place. Unable to do this, he devises some plan of
“ cooking ” the accounts so as to cover up the deficiency
until he has had time to make it good. A perfunctory audit
fails to reveal the wrong-doing, and the treasurer quite natu-
rally continues it until he has become so deeply involved
that neither concealment nor restitution iy any longer
possible. Sometimes the confusion in ‘municipal accounts is
‘found to be due to incompetent book-keeping, but whatever
its cause the fact should be brought out by the auditor if he
knows what to do and has the courage to do it. As we have
a Provincial inspector of insurance companies’ accounts,
whose salary is paid by the companies, why not have a
Provineial inspector of municipal accounts, whose salary
might be paid by small contributions from each municipality !
The mere existence of such an officer would serve as a deter-
rent against deliberate defalcation, and he might do much
useful work by educating municipal councils and their
officers up to greater efficiency in the discharge of their
duties.

Municipal
Defalcations

For the first time in its history the Angli-
can Synod, which represents the whole of
the Dominion, has met outside of the
older Provinces, Following the example set some time ago
by the Presbyterian General Assembly it has held its ses.
sion this year in Winnipeg. Which of the other great re-
ligious denominations will follow suit ! The General Con.
ference of the Methodist Church meets quadrennially ; would
it be expecting too much of it to resolve at its next meeting
to hold the one following it in the North west ! The mis-
sionary needs of that vast region are very great, and nothing
is better adapted to impress this fact on any large body of
Christians than a meeting of its Supreme Court on the
ground, even if it be barely within the gateway. More-
over, these great meetings help to promote the solidarity
of the Dominion by making our clergy of a]l denomina-
tions educators of their own people a¢ to the greatness of
the heritage of which they are part proprietors,

The Anglican
Bynod of Canada.

The allegation has been publicly made that
Mr. Laurier is about to send g messenger
to Rome to lay before His Holiness
Leo. XIIL his scheme for the settlement of the Manitoba,
School difficulty. Mr. Laurier’s equally public denial of any
such intention must be regarded as made in good faith, The
proposal, as published, seemed in the last degree improbable,
partly because the sending of such an accrediteq envoy iy
unnecessary, and partly because it would be unpopular wigh
Mr. Laurier’s Protestant supporters. There ars other ways
of securing what is in itself legitiinate and desirable—¢hgt

An Envoy
to Rome.

WEEK.

the Pope, who is the admitted and undoubted Head of "'he
Roman Catholic Church, should be made fully aware of the® .
of the Manitoba case which Archbishop Langevin Woll_ld 20
voluntarily present to him. Some of the Quebec blshOP-"
have gone of their own accord, or have been summO"le w
Rome. It may wurn out that their going has something .
do with the school question. It would be very unlike the § X d
ecclesiastical statesman who presides in the Vatican 30. ”nu‘
tion or repudiate any proposed solution of thedithiculty wit 0' i
hearing all sides to the controversy, and surely Mr. Laurt
represents one of those sides. The French revolution Whln
has taken place in Quebec must be known even in Rome: 8%
it is not at all unlikely that its lessons have been takel
heart,
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The Dominion Millers’ Association 8¢ lt? i
meeting a few days ago in '1‘01'011"'("pas N
without a dissenting voice, a resoluﬁl‘fn por'i
testing against any change being made in the present P

duties on wheat and flour, These will, of course, Pf”ss.uzoh
review in a few weeks, when the whole customs tari lsw ‘
sidered by the Ministry, but at this stage attention ms')’n,;' 3y
be called to the fact that those who passed the resoluti® aiﬂ‘i
not seem to have taken into account the chances of 0 snéh ;
ing & reciprocity treaty with the United States. Undequ 1y :
an arrangement free wheat and flour would no doubt ‘wﬁaﬁ': -1
necessity, and the willers should be prepared to sa'y ooiﬁf
they are going to do about it when the policy of recipr "
comes up for discussion. ‘

The Wheat and
Flour Daties,

Thegreat Chinese Envoy has Pas?ed
Toronto and taken the Canadial
Railway en route to Vancouver, where be will embm‘k'u
of the steamers of that line. With a good deal of 'nd’e&so
made public, while he was in the United States, his 11'1 dis-
for preferring the Canadian route. One was l;ha,bhe gobi-
liked transfers, and the other that he disliked t;Ohin"‘?e
Chinese law. As Canada imposes an import duty OnacceP ,‘
coming into the country, Li Hung Chang must bave gulté
what, from his point of view, was the least of tWO 1:1 tour i
his race. Time will soon tell whether his occid."{nbaa nybhiﬂ&
going to enable the great Oriental to accomplish saidy
for the advancement of his race. It can safely be e kiﬂd}gufji"
all events, that he has left behind him everywhe" onse®
feelings toward himself, and that his inquisitivenesi" e
humour, shrewdness, and sqvoir Jaire have a,greers o
prised all with whom he came.in contacs for the
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Li Hung Chang.
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More significant for the y
tour of Li Hung Chang he syt
Minister who has charge of 't;'e. P’:inoav
communication throughout the Russian Empl,-ose to ah’ -
Khilkoff, who was a skilled engineer before he all ord.i“w;_/
Position of a public administrator, has charge © o0

" 8ys i
highways and railways, as well as the whole W”g:g ‘
cr

"
world bb”’? ::0 :
js that ©

Prince
Khilkofy,

internal navigation, He has started f.rom ailway'.. wad
for the Pacific coast by way of the Siberian rh U”ltgv B
sing to San Francisco, he will be taken throug o W -

States by routes that will enable him to .mali;et(;mﬂsf’orvg '
advantage a study of the means by which as t0OY }‘”u;
tion problems have there heen solved, so far p in his -Pl&w
been solved at all. Tf a visit to Canada is DO o eﬂ‘olﬁ"f‘“é
already, the Canadian Government should mf‘ give him.gad"
induce him to include it, and Mr. Blair H?lou of the Unls*' '
Opportunity, in concert with rep!‘ese“t'"'t_lv.??tieg te =
States, to comprehend the great possibillsie”

Lawrence deep waterway project.




