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Over hili, over dale,
Through ijusîr, through biier,
Over pairk, uver pale."

XVe are serupulus tu avoid trsasugupun one aîioti
el"',laii, nd we spok(e jilrr uingle lingo, and( tilleîl
e'ach el'isteî' a I kil"' Diwi w e xvent be) tweeîi the spruces
'111rl thre cedars ou tu)e snnny slope, dragging' iicorrsequnitly,
we.w~ollreur, witi Our skirts, thle wrrrck of last season's î'ege-

*ttlOn. XVe looked piei'cingly to left anrd tu rigbt, and wvhere
the uniiritiated xvonld least have felt waruanted we stoppedanrd
brouî,bt forthl our treasures. Our feet uustled throngh the
crirsPinesýs of tihe l)rown leaves, anrd, save foi tis souand and
the accasional ecstatic calls to une muotiner, nothimîg bi'oke
thle silenlce but the rare song of a bird. Tis was ilny ueturn,
Mny first returîr, to the wvouts since the autuninn. The trees still
stretched tiîeir arins, brown an(d lenntn the lieaveiis,lbnt their

loofresignation was gone,and expectency arnd aiiindefinable
iOYo)usnýesshad repiaced it. Tliebudson thre maplesciîvered each
tWig like a series of i'osettes,piîrk and bristling. 1-feue and thete
were brancies of slirubs strangely spotted witb whrite, looking
1r if tire winter aîrd mît tire spring lield still the sceptre. Noth-
ing was green but the pilles anrd tihe cedars,, and liiw (lowI
in holows tire flrst tender foliage of the wooîl fli)wers. Ini
the open, wiîere the gr<)uid was clear and driy, thre liepaticas
bloome(î in clusters close to tire earth, as if reluctant to lenve
ber. Tirey are of inamry siiades of pink, pale to the' iost
vivid, and again tiîey are li e as tire sprir sky siniling downl
intu their mîîdest eýye'.' i

These flowers rnay be seen as onne rvlks, but the arbu-
tus obeys tire wood spirit still, and veils lier beauty.

DO îlot, 1 counsel you, standl winen yon linit tire, nrbu-
tsYon will mot flîrd lier urriess von becon oeyisse

Ivireel wVlere tihe dulI brownishi leaves of tihe plant show
annni tire pille needles nrd tire brnsh. Tireu begin tu turn

bkandî turîr back slowiy and patieirtly. It is wortlr wiîile,
for tuacing- the duil, hairy sterîrs to wirere the lenvîes shrow,
Yon lift tiren, and( thnere, wîhite and pure, or irlushing ns fronr
tire exposure, are tie tily lossurns su faint, su rare. anrd, oh,
'o -s';tisf ying. You are trinnîpinant now; you b)reak tire stein;
tire trensure is youus ;but pray ire pruviderit for tire future.
I)o îlot (listurh the rooit ;use tihe krîife, sO tinat îext sprînr

Yo-u Mnay experience tihe saine deligint. T-t is inarvellous how
t'le llssoms evade one. Tliey keep close cuveut, inîdecl - but,

s lstill-irnting over wvicii nu irorrors hran,,. This rîruru
ring, as 1 sat watcing, watcing, I iringîil tire arbu tus

kne ~ vasloking for lier. Now ami tinen 1 cangînit siglît of
Irle tip of a spray looking very inuci like nl pretty enticeîrerît

t4 cou doer. Tirei 1 slid dowrr tire slope maid opened up
rs1erly coverinrgs geirtly, adtire tlower se d ore-

JOie, and 1 <iieted the misgiving I always have in plncking
th abutus witiî tire thougîrt tint rrry huntiîîg brorîglît to it

Oh, chrimringiu is wlin we mrrmy slip life's leasîr aind
Ping into an ide al world wviere wve inay irunt so gmeciously

eii hnrmring tlower, tire inrost d(iesirable of tire forest's living
thi*ngs, mnilkwhite, or purpie wviti lirve's wîiurd. Fetch iue
that tlower Pi!mîs
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S as natnrally to be expected, soutre irrisapprehiemsion
lbas arisen ini sume quarters coneernning tire vote of tire

XVonen's Nationîal (nuneil, wviiei resulted Inim a mority iii
favOur of the use of sulent prîryer aloire ; ad the tact that
the Propose(i additionn uf the audlible repetition of tire Lorul's

PryrWais not carried, seernis to have presented itself'to sume
rl .easor 'vhy such orgmrrizatioîrs earirestiy ueligions iii

Th.i mi1111, slrould not rernain cournected witir the Federation.
th~ 14 eerus tu me to auise froni a rnisundeiustanîding, both of

th81asi on wvhicli tire Council is fouîrded and of tire cirum-
at'nces an( rea.soîs -wicln led to titi- large vote aganrst wlmat

Im seerni tcr inst pepl 0s nmnrriate a~nd lrecirniirex
Proposai, peplM

ia fewv words of trot superfinous expltnration mray per-hPs 0111e most cracefnlly froi tire defeated side, nid the
Presentrt 1 h
tiorlntre, of was une of the ndvocates of the iîrodnc-

ofUnited audible pumyer in additionr tu silent prayer,
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nîav be in thre better position to place the niatter ini its true
lighit, thus possibly satisfyiiîg some wvbuse religions scruples
are disturbed about the action of tihe Couneil. Nuw. it
xvould be înust unjust to represent the nmajority wlio voted
against audible prayer as in any legree coniproluising tlîeir
religrious convictions ini so doing. Indeed, the speakers on
tînt sjle emphatically stated their owvn decided religion.,
position, as wvell as their love aird value for the Lord's Prayer
in particular, as used in religions services. The ques;tionî
wvas ,wt, one as to the use of the Lord's Prayer, but as to the
relative advisability of audible and of silent prayer. The
opponents of the first honestly believed that, at this general
annual gatlîering of representatives of rnany local Councils,
with al persomiei, very diversely conîposed, ernbracing persons
of widely differingy religious views, the practice of opening
with sulent prayer would l)e tihe rnost appropriate niarrii of
unîte(lly involzing the Divine blessing. It nmust be remni-
bered that there neyer was for a moment al question as to
the propriety of opening witli prayer. The recognition of
riependence on thre D)ivinîe als~n d the petition foi- tirat
blessîng, were froin the first secnred by providing for an
nterval of decorus and solernn sulent prayer. The ainendînent
propose(i originated witir one of the Local Councils which
iad adopted the practice at its own meetings, xvhere it bad
been founid .satisfactory to ail. The opposition was led I)y
anotiier Local Council wvhich had been of the flrst to adopt
the praeticî', but lîad founîl practical difticulties ini the way
arising froin the fact tint a nunuber of earnest and conscien-
tions minbers of the Counceil, owving toecclesiasticatl differenices,
could not join with others in the arulihe repetition of even
thre Lurd's Prayer with out doing violence to their uwn con-
viction o)f duty. Thjis is undoubtedly inuch to be regretted
in an age when al gronndwî)rk of religious uni ty is s0 niucl
desired -yet it is the fact, and it is Iretter to face it. With-
ont going into tire matter futher, it is easy to understand
why nmuch of the oppositioni came fror the Province of
Quebec, thle ditliculty being at bottoin the saine wvhich
nînderlies thre nnhappy colliplicaitioiis', of oui Public Sechool
system, and its finial settlemîent ilust lie witir tihe, religlins
authorîties ini the flrst place.

Nowv, as the very basîs of thle federated Couicil of Wolnen
is the application of the Golden uie of Ciîriýstianity to al
relations of life, and as no) one cannîaintaiîi that the practice
of audible prayer nU sncb nmeetings is binding on the con-
science of alrv, wile xve are expressi1y con-ilrnanded to refrain
froin anytiing forcing tihe conscience of even the weakest
brother or ýsister tiiere ciii lardly be any (louIt iin the ininis
of rnost earnest and intelligent Cirristians tiat, appro1 îriate
anrd beautiful and inspiring as it would be to begiîî tirese
gçeneral meetings with the audible repetition of the Lord's
Prayer, it is yet nmore in accordance wvîti the spirit of Chris:t
and< of our holy religion, to waive our preferences and unite,
as we can uni te. iin si/eut prayer, rather tliar force our' own
desires on the unwilling at the risk of wounding soîne sensi-
tive Conscience, or of excluding, frour su, prornising a Union
some who, wiîile tlîey have a natural dithiculty about audible
prayer, are wiiling tu join with bieaut and soul in endeavour-
iîig tu secure the fulfilînemît of the very prayer whicil they
camirt uîîite xith others ini repeating. lii endenvonring
to carry ont the lue, (f) iove we sinaîl frid oui' truest centre of
union, ani s0 long as the Couticil çontinnes to carry on its.
wvork in tliis spirit it cairnot lie nnlworthy of thie confidence
amd support of any Chiristian w ornan.Finlis

XKIN 1) of f till iiress ileiate on the part of thre Social ists
and Extreniists lias talzei place respectiîig the Frenclh

fleet going tu Kiel. 1-t is une of those (lel)tes tliat do nu
good, but a great dleal of hnrrn ;tbey keep the people iii a
state of irritation and lasdi tirem up to a returni of the
1870-71 bates. The Governînent rnnintained that in accept-
ing the invitation to go to Kiel- Den mark's Alsace-it only
dischmrged an act of international politerless. But wvly not
refuse to go as (Jerrnany decliir3i to corne to Our initernia-
tional exibitions 'ýreplied the anti-Teutons Russia Carne
nu for a fewv lard bits, and the question xvas nsked, Il If an
alliance, yen or nav, existed betwveen France and Ilussia ?"

Of course that was evaded. The wvhole debate wvms verv deli-
cate. No one, desires tu knowv, if an alliance exists,,, wirat
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