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Current Topics.

Newtoundiand apq Should the an.m)uncement that the New-
Confeqeration ~ toundlard Legislature has definitely reject-
Posed ed thfa ﬁna‘mcial conditions of u11i01.1 pro-
regret b}; the Canadian Government, the. fact will be
o no: €, l)'ut. no one can blame the .Ca.na.dum Government
of inde}permlttmg the Island to come in with a higher rate
ime 1 )‘tedness than.ﬁf.ty dollars per head of population. The
and evﬂh come when it is absolutely neces.sury to the progress
put ¢ en to the safety (?f the Confedempwn that a check be
extrexl:)rll the rate of increase of the public debt. Tt is
Q&Priede y doubtfu.l whe?the)' the .Governmenb could have
ouse "‘L.PI"OPOS;LI involving more liberal termsin the present
P85 1t s almost certain that such a proposal would not

)
Ave been approved at the polls.

Some little sensation has been caused by

Behring g
Mag 8 Sea the announcement that (Jl" reat Britai 3
ters, men ll( rea ritain h&h

of army on b refused to continue on her.pa,rt the s‘ea.ling
imity itk Oard' of vessels engaged in .taklrlg-st?a,ls in the
atis 4 in which the use of ﬁ‘re-arms is prohibited by the
greement. The report, if true, can have no signific-

ance

8 , . . .

ave that the British Government are not satisfied with
€ workiy

agrEGment
: 18 a,gl.
righ

f b to seal the arms on British vessels. It is clear that
¢t Britain
*l00S of the ty

g of that plan, which was merely one of mutual
for last season. Of course the discontinuance of
eement will deprive the American cutters of the

cannot refuse to carry out any of the provi-
 ing eaty, because the United States have not paid
o emnity to Canadian vessel-owners agreed on between
Al

riqht“;o Governments, as the United States has a perfect
ar O prefer leaving the question of damages to be settled
ungq Itration, the alternative agreed on. Our cousins are

estions . . . . .
'i%;flonably fhsa,ppomted with the effects of the treaty
rue th;;S, as tried by last year’s experience, but it is also
Poseq | the other party loyally submitted when it was sup-
tructivey many that the treaty arrangement would be des-
Reithe, (}Of the' business of Canadian sealers. However,
st&tes reat Britain nor Canada, any more than the United
tructi(;n 8slres the extermination of the seals and the des-
sh0wn th of a _profitable industry, and if it can be clearly
vhat this will he the inevitable effect of the present
1S, they will, no doubt, consent to such further
and reasonable restrictions as may he found neces-
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Prof. A. Shortt. 58+

Lieutenant-Governors in their constitutional relations with
their ministers and for their general guidance in all matters
of Government. It is said that he lays down with much skill
the rules and principles which should prevent what is so very
objectionable in his opinion—any independent exercise of
thought or judgment on the part of the heads of the execu-
tive. One of the ministers, he suggests, should be specially
authorized to furnish these functionaries from day to day
with newspapers from which all objectionable passages ave
carefully eliminated and proper articles duly marked for
their-reading. They will also from time to time receive a list
of those books and essays which they should read, with such
comments and notes as the ministers alone may think neces-
sary. Mr. Mills is also considering whether he will not advise
a series of lectures by ministers for the purpose of teaching
the Lieutenant-Governors that they should have no opinions
of their own, but depend upon their advisers alone for infor-
mation on the topics of the day. Tt will be seen that, briefly
summed up, Mr. Mills’ object is to make a Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor a sort of pefty juryman who is not to have an opinion or
to inform himself on a subject that he may be called upon to
consider and decide as head of the executive. No doubt this
learned gentleman will greatly add to the usefulness and
intelligence of the Fieutenant-Governors, and at the samne time
give us unquestionable evidence of his liberality of thought
in matters of political science.

The Citizen, the organ of University Ex-

Wha;;:ﬁg:iz‘zr51ty tension in the United States, is at some
pains to defend the work it represents from

the charge brought against it by General Wistar. The latter,
in a published letter, describes the University KExtension
Movement as an error “in the direction of diffusiveness and
superficiality.” There is something almost amusing in the anx.
ious solicitude so often expressed by university men andothers
lest some of those who cannot manage to take a full university
course should succeed in getting some substitute, some kind of
a course or training in an inferior institution, which they or
other ignorant persons may confuse with the genuine article.
To hear some of these sticklers for thoroughness or nothing
talk, one might be led to suppose thav education or brain
culture, instead of being a process infinite in extent and
variety, and shading all the way up from the most rudimen.
tary work of the elementary schools, or even from the devel-
opment which -every active mind would be sure to receive
even thourh its possessor never crossed the threshold of a
sehool of any grade, to the highest acquirements of the most
profound student and philosopher, is some mysterious men-
tal specific, manufactured only by some duly authorized in-
stitution which can be relied on to turn out the genu-
ine article, and which is in constant danger of being dis-
credited by cheap imitations. The impression conveyed is
that, as in the case of other imitations, the genuine article
alone is worth having, and the counterfeit not only useless,
but even positively injurious, if not dangerous. Is 1t not
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