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great mafritime powers of the world. Two
or three lassons are on the surface. The

61and moat obvious is the terrible des-
ttutian of life and property involved in
'uch a con fliet, Humanity recoils from the
tbougbt af thousanda of men shut up in
the plison.house of ana of those great iron-
'laId hulks, exposed ta a terrible rain of
dethdaaling missiles burled by modern

eniisof destruction-missiles which
colne crasbing tbrough walls of triple steel
aaid iron, and sweeping away the strongest

tare and other defencas of wood and iron
48 if they werei but glass, or dropping Up)of
the dieck only to burst with thunderous ex-
Pllosionl and strew destruction on every aide.
TG add ta these indescribable horrors, tiiere
illthe constant dread of the torpedo, which

e4Yat any instant shatter the hulk and
8etd the huge iran trap to the bottom, with
'11l011 board. When ane reada the stary of
th' horrible carnage in this conteat between

tecOnparati\Tely feeble fleats of two Est-
""nations, scarcely emerged from barbar-

'en' he is able to form some conception of
'wbat a similar engagement between the

ne8of two of the great pawars, say Eng-
at nd France, would mean. Surely

there is sanie roason ta hop e that the diabol-
ic4I nature of sncb a struggle wiIl be sutli-

cýttto prevent sc-called Christian nations
Cr vr permitting their statesmen to

Plonge6 them into buch a guif of borrors.

A.IIlother lesson which this Eastern sea-
68it iH weîl adapted to teacli is that of the
trelndntu coat of a modemn war. The
'loOIeY value of the ammunitian used in the
t1olliict mat have been coormous, wben
eeery disohargo of the gun means the dissi-
Pation of a suni which would be quite a
fortiite to many a poor labourer. Can it
4that the ovartaxed masses of Europe will

8'fer Permit the proceeda of their bard toil
to be Wasted by the million in such a way ?
ip haps the most bopeful feature of the

Wh"affair is its suggestion that the naval
1%e' 'If the future must ha quickly decided.
It 'a evident that whenever the fleets ara
tolelablY Weil matched, the battle will not

d tecidad until the greater number of the

Ill010ycostly shipa of one or prabably
0hoth parties shall bave beon shattered,

Pe0bablY mnany of thema sunk and irretriev-
%ble 108L, wbile others wiIl have suflerad

8llh arngeas wiIl require montha of toil
%ldlQlin of money ta repair. UTnder
frconditions there wouîd be some ground

4e h dope that a single great battle might

teethe conteat. But it would, perbapa,
111111Y likely that one great struggle

001tld leave bath parties hruised, exbaust-
ed,4id Bullen, and only too ready ta take

ahr.tage of the anforcad truce ta repair
el" alsels, thareby laying stili more

ul3 urdens upon the people, and re-
1i'ig the pragroas of tbe peacef ul arts and
te tries, porbapa for generations. On its

e h results of the engagement seeni ta

emphasize the folly of puttiag such enor-
mous sura of maney inta single vessels, any
one of which may be sent ta the bottora in
a moment. So far as appears, the amaller,
swifter cruisers were really the more affec-
tive. Sa far as the combatants in tbe
present instance are concerned, there is no
reason ta suppose that either will be ready
ta propose conditions of peace that will ho
accepted by the others. The moment
may be propitiaus, hawevar, for foreign
intervention. The powers of Europe
wîll nat care ta look qnietly on
wbile one of the great nations of antiquity
is being overtbrown, with the probable me-
suit that her immense~ territories would he
given over ta rapine and chaos.

GOOD ENGLISH.

It is of the utmnost importance that good
English should, like camman sense, be tbe
rule and not tbe exception in oral converFe
as well as in written composition. The
ability ta use good English mnay surely be
considered a fair test of tbe I liberal educa-
tien " (suppased ta be) givan ;n aur schools
and collages. But notwitbstanding the
amount of talk about the duty of the
sebools ta impart a fair mastery of the ver-
nacular, and the ardent predictions of those
"9educational reformera " who were active
in having "llanguage lessons " sulstituted
for the study of grammar, it must be
acknowledgad tbat bad English is a tao
comman factor in the every-day intercourse,
by tangue or pen, of supposedly educated
people. With the great, ahaîl we say
superlative attention, paid in aur cauntry
ta education, it is but natural ta expect
that a book on the important sub ject of
prose composition should be lookad for, that
wouîd prove aliko creditable ta its compil-
era and serviceable ta teachers and students.
0f sucb a book we bave seen the advance
sheets, and Professor Alexander and Mr.
Libhy may, even hefure publication, 'ne coni-
monded for the bigb character of their
worlr. The lack of propor metbod, the
jumble of ilî-assorted selectians, the crowd-
ing together of tecbnical terma and mules
that are forgotten almoat as soan as meulor-
ized, may ho mentioned as same of the oh-
jectionable features of same books an the
tho art of writing. In the fothcaming
work we find the main divisions recognized by
progressive teachers of to-iay :narration,

description, and exposition, witb their
su2gested subdivisions duly set forth.

Unhike tao many pretantious writora
of composition and rhetoric, the authors
have not loSt sigbt of the fact that
in order ta Il practice composition," stud-
enta miust practise tinrking-that right
expression is theoautcomo of rigbt thought,
and, it may ho added, that bath have not a

little ta do with rigbt character. How ta
îaarn ta -think is the question of questions

for the student, and ta tbink is ta, grasp the

relation of parts-to pasa froni a vague, in-
coherent whole to a definite whole-that is,
to a whole at last perceived to be made up
of clearly defined parts. This the authors
have kept clearly before tbem. They know
what mental movement prevails in descrip-
tion, narration and exposition ; they know
that the student's mind must move in like
manner in appropriating the thought, and
they know that he must be capable of this
thinking process, in order to bc capable of
clear and concise expression. The numerous
well selected modela of style from soel
of the most notable orators and writers of

modern times which ferro the ground-
work of the echarne of instruction ; the

clear, concise, yet critical, commenta on the

various selections ; and the suggested topics
for composition, with plans and ample di-

rections-cannot fail to prove stimulating
and satisfactory to both teacher and to

scholar. Ail the v'arians forma of prose
composition seetn ta receive due attention.
For completeness, thorougbnesa, and sound
pedagogical treatment this volume will far
surpass anytbing heretofore published in

Canada and equal any work of the kind that
bas yet corne teoaur bands from abroad.

MUNICIPAL ECONOMY.

Circunistances of great local importance
are just now forcing this large section of

the science of political1 economy upon the

attention of the citizens of many cities in

the United States and Canada. In Toron-

ta, at this moment, the question of electric

lighting has given it a prominence in the

thoughta of the citizens which it has nover

had before, save perhaps at the time of the.

warm discussion whicb preceded the coin-

pletion of the existing arrangement with

the Street llailway Company. While ail

reasanablo persona will admit that the

wise decision in a given case in which irne-

diate action is required must bo largely de-

termined by practical considerations incident

to the particular occasion, the general prin-

ciple is one of sa great importance as to

warrant discussion and, if possible, decision,
apart fromn ail incidentai and temporary
consideristions. If the sound abstract prin-
ciple could be once for ail agreed on, there
would be nothing left but for each locality
to choose its own time and opportunity for

reducixig that principle to practice. It it
always possible that the method which may
be demonstrated to be logically and scien-
tifically the hast, may no,- ho the best at a
given moment and under peculiar circuni-

stances. Nevartholesa, the people will ho
ail] the better for having accepted a sound

theory, howovor slow and tedious may be

the proceas most readily availabla for chang.
ing the old for tho new, in working up to

that thoory.
Viewed in the abstract, thora is, it can

hardly he denied, a strange incansistency
in the murnicipal methoda pursued in, e.g.,
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