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g:e:ht maritime powers of the world, Two
breg ree lessons are on the surface. The
ttuct"md mos‘t obvious is the terrible des-
auch lon of .llfe and property involved in
" & conflict, Humanity recoils from the
Ought of thousands of men shut up in
€ Prison-house of one of those great iron-
d:ihhu]ks-’ exposed to a terrible rain of
oo -dealing missiles hurled by modern
co:‘:eﬂ 0? destruction—missiles which
and ; crashing through walls of triple steel
tune::n’ and sweeping away the strongest
it thand other defences of wood and iron
the 8y were but glass,' or dropping upon
o eck only to burst with thunderous ex-
, gn and strew destruction on every side.
is tl: d to these indescribable horrors, there
. 0 COnstan.t dread of the torpedo, which
Ben{] 2; any ufstant shatter the hulk and
all o be huge iron trap to the bottom, with
oard. When one reads the story of
® horrible carnage in this contest between
Gr: CODJ.paratively feeble fleets of two East-
iy n:tl?ns, scarcely emerged from barbar-
' e 15 able to form some conception of
EG:Z & similar engagement between the
ag of two of the great powers, say Eng-
8nd  France, would mean. Surely
ic;":] 18 some reason to hope that the diabol-
Ciemy :ture of such a struggle will be sutfi-
on 0 prevent sc-called Christian nations
éver permitting their statesmen to
%8ge them into such a gulf of horrors,
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hA.HOther lesson which this Eastern sea-
iu: 18 well adapted to teach is that of the
mon:ndous cost of a modern war. The
nﬁ-y value of the ammunition used in the
ver ‘Ct.must have been cnormous, when
&ti: dlSCharge of the gun means the dissi-
°Ptup of a sum which would be quite a
0e to many a poor labourer. Can it
e:-hat the overtaxed masses of Europe will
Permit the proceeds of their hard toil
Perz Wwasted by the million in such a way ?
"hol:ps t'he- n.uost hopeful feature of the
N affair is its suggestion that the naval
'8 of the future must be quickly decided.
(::a‘;’ident that whenever the fleets are
1y well matched, the battle will not
-mm:‘“ded until the greater number of the
o Dsely costly ships of one or probably
prob(;t}l:] parties shall have been shattered,
&b]y \ y many. of them sunk and irretriev-
Yach d(’“) while others will have suftered
ang ’?Hfage as will require months of toil
Williong of money to repair. Under

o }:Onditions there would be some ground
deeid:pe that a single great battle might
- the contest. But it would, perhaps,
w q&“;lly likely that one great struggle
o, ﬂndeave both parties bruised, exhaust-
van 8ullen, and only too ready to take
thej, age of the enforced truce to repair
oryy iVeBse]s, thereby laying still more
’dinng burdens upon the people, and re-
iy ‘lst,f' the progress of the peaceful arts and
faq 1es, perhaps for generations. On its
® results of the engagement seem to
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emphasize the folly of putting such enor-
mous sums of money into single vessels, any
one of which may be sent to the bottom in
a moment. So far as appears, the smaller,
swifter cruisers were really the more effec-
tive. So far as the combatants in the
present instance are concerned, there is no
reagon to suppose that either will be ready
to propose conditions of peace that will be
accepted by the others. The moment
may be propitious, however, for foreign
intervention. The powers of Europe
will not care to look quietly on
while one of the great nations of antiquity
ig being overthrown, with the probable re-
sult that her immense territories would be
given over to rapine and chaos.

GOOD ENGLISH.

It is of the utmost importance that good
English should, like common sense, be the
rule and not the exception in oral converre
as well as in written composition. The
ability to use good English may surely be
considered a fair test of the ¢ liberal educa-
tion ” (supposed to be) given in our schools
and colleges., But notwithstanding the
amount of talk about the duty of the
schools to impart a fair mastery of the ver-
nacular, and the ardent predictions of those
“ educational reformers” who were active
in having *‘language lessons " sukstituted
for the study of grammar, it must be
acknowledged that bad English is a too
common factor in the every-day intercourse,
by tongue or pen, of supposedly educated
people.  With the great, shall we say
superlative attention, paid in our country
to education, it is but natural to expect
that a book on the important subject of
prose composition should be looked for, that
would prove alike creditable to its compil-
ers and serviceable to teachers and students,
Of such a book we have seen the advance
sheets, and Professor Alexander and Mr.
Libby may, even before publication, be com-
mended for the high character of their
work., The lack of proper method, the
jumble of ill-assorted selections, the crowd-
ing together of technical terms and rules
that are forgotten almost as soon as memor-
ized, may be mentioned as some of the ob-
jectionable features of some books on the
the art of writing. In the forthcoming
work we find the maindivisionsrecognized by
progressive teachers of to-lay: narration,
description, and exposition, with their
suggested subdivisions duly set forth,
Unlike too many pretentious writers
of composition and rhetoric, the authors
have not loat sight of the fact that
in order to ‘* practice composition,” stud-
ents must practise thinking—that right
expression is the outcome of right thought,
and, it may be added, that both have nota
little to do with right character. How to
learn to think is the question of questions
for the student, and to think is to grasp the
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relation of parts—to pass from a vague, in-
coherent whole to a definite whole—that is,
toa whole at last perceived to be made up
of clearly defined parts. This the authors
have kept clearly before them. They know
what mental movement prevails in descrip-
tion, narration and exposition ; they know
that the student’s mind must move in like
manner in appropriating the thought, and
they know that he must be capable of this
thinking process, in order to be capable of
clear and concise expression. The numerous
well selected models of style from some
of the most notable orators and writers of
modern times which form the ground-
work of the scheme of instruction ; the
clear, concise, yet critical, comments on the
various selections ; and the suggested topics
for composition, with plans and ample di-
rections—cannot fail to prove stimulating
and satisfactory to both teacher and to
scholar. All the various forms of prose
composition seem to receive due attention.
For completeness, thoroughness, and sound
pedagogical treatment this volume will far
surpass anything heretofore published in
Canada and equal any work of the kind that
has yet come to our hands from abroad.
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MUNICIPAL ECONOMY.

Circumstances of great local importance
are just now forcing this large section of
the science of political economy upon the
attention of the citizens of many cities in
the United States and Canada. In Toron-
to, at this moment, the question of electric
lighting has given it a prominence in the
thoughts of the citizens which it has never
had before, save perhaps at the time of the-
warm discussion which preceded the com-
pletion of the existing arrangement with
the Street Railway Company. While all
reasonable persons will admit that the
wise decision in a given cage in which imme-
diate action is required must be largely de-
termined by practical considerations incident
to the particular occasion, the general prin-
ciple is one of so great importance as to
warrant discussion and, if possible, decision,
apart from all incidental and temporary
considerations. If the sound abstract prin-
ciple could be once for all agreed on, there
would be nothing left but for each locality
to choose its own time and opportunity for
reducing that principle to practice. It it
always possible that the method which may
be demonstrated to be logically and scien-
tifically the best, may no: be ‘the best at a
given moment and under peculiar circum-
gtances, Nevertheless, the people will be
all the better for having accepted a sound
theory, however slow and tedious may be
the process most readily available for chang-
ing the old for the new, in working up to
that theory.

Viewed in the abstract, there is, it can
hardly be denied, a strange inconsistency
in the municipal methods pursued in, e.g.,




