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-no clasping and clinging of faith-no stniggle with passion and sin-no
vehlement crying for life. Obedience to the outward-to the conventional..tatis ail ; and tbey crowd off to church, believing that God is the patron of theirform of worship and their theological system. Forms and creeds differ as men,and times, and places differ ; but each sect be]ieves ail the other sects wrong,and Jerusa]emn condenins Gerizim, and Gerizim mocks at Jerusalem, and bigotry
and uncharitableness prevail.

But there is yet another class of churcb goers, of whom'I delight to thinkand speak. 1 mean the men and womien who go for some quickened thoughtor emotion of God-to whom the formi is buit a crutch, or a stick, in the hand ofthe soul to help it in climbing the mouintain of holiness-to whom the creed isbut an effort of the mmnd to give expression to its great and swvelling thoughtsof God and Christ, and huinan duty and dcstiny-the men wbo believe thatChrist, and flot; the preacher, is the truc minister of the sanctuary-and whoknow that though there may be a great deal preaclied in which they cannotrecognise the voice of God, and though the forms be administered by handsthat seemn to be impure, yct they can derive profit fromn a halting speaker, andstrength from a duli prayer. There are such-men and womnen in our churchesof gyreat and honest hearts-who have taken religion as a thing to live by andto lie with-who are honestly stmiving to be honest ; to think right, and speakright, and do right. But they find it hard-somietinies impossible. In aIl theirworks, and in themselves they find a perplexing antithesis--conflicting thlingsas ideas, and desires working outward and appearing as sinful conduct.They. would do good-but ev.il is present with them-in their desires andappetites-fiaming out as passions. They would have and exercise charity-
but there is selfishness, a great dominant force in ail their nature, and hurryingthem into the conflicts of commerce or po]itics. They would do what is just-but false maxims jand false men press upon them, and it seenis as if they toomiust be false-or give up and die.,, I know men in political work who longwith a fervent longing to do great and good work in a clean Nvay-but hiow canthey with howling, liounding, degenerate partie; behînd them. I know menin commercial life who desime passionately to act with absolute justice toNvar(l
ail men, to maintain a just balance and make figures speak truth-but îvhat canthey do against t he fi sweeping tide of fraud and black deceit ? îvbat can

thy do with wife and famly dependent upon themn? I kniow people who not
o n] admire purity, but love it, and crave to have it shining in ail their tboughtan dspeech and conduct-but fierce and strong passions heave and humn andthunder in them-and inward desire con s0 easily command ottard circum-stance that they are conquered again and again ; and they conte here-or goelsewhere, and turn up white, mute faces to the preachers that say-I" Brother,can you help us ? Con you give uis somte thought of God that shiah save usfrom despair ? Can you give us hope that will shine as a star in this black andchilly night ? Can you inspire tîs with patience and strength ? We hope youare flot tempted as we are-we hope you are stronger-we somehow think youhave found more of God than we can yet find. Speak, brother, a word of truthand of love. Pray, that we inay feel God in aur heart, and be sure that Fiewill bless our lives.» Yes ; that is why sorne people go to church. They useithe form-the ritual, the creed ta help themn in their endeavour ta, warship Godin spirit and in truth: uipon the wings of psalm or sermon, or prayer, theymouint aîoft to the throne of God's etemnal power.

And now, friends, 1 have said my say,-what is yotîr answer ? How (I0 Iyou classify yourselves ? I have flot wasted my tinie and yours iii talkine ofthose wbo go ta church ta be seen, or ta see; foir of those wbo find it a 1canvenient rendezvous ; for these things eould apply ta but a few. But arc tyou onîy the curlous, attracted by the preacher or the service, and driven byyaur desire for an entertainment Or, broodening the circle - Are you. in quest 'of an answer ta smre of the great problems of life? Are youi puzzied ta know twhether nature or your reasoning is out of gear? Or, are you simply led by a vblind habit, or a reverence for creeds and fortis ? Or, are youi conscious of your ssoul, and God, and sin, and Christ and salvation-amnest in the desire to be qgood and true by living a life of faith on Christ the Son of God ? Are youaniong those who have grasped the meaning of life, and heaven and biell ?(What is the Chturch doing for you? What are you doing with the Cliurch? wFias it any vital influence upon your thought, yaur feeling, your condilet ? cClassify yourselves. Are you only curlous and frivolous, or only formaI-yielding obedience ta habit and custamn? or are you grandly iii. earnest, using fithe Church ta buîd up your life? Wkichi S
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THE POPES. ai

(z 12.> MARTiN IL., 882-884, a native of France, was next elected. Hie elcondemned the action of hîs predecessor, with. regard ta the patriorchate, and fideciared Photius ta be deposed. In compliance with a request from Alfred mnthe Great, King of England, he conferred upon the English College at Rame pthe privilege of freedom fram taxation. Matin died after a short tern of office.
(I 13.) ADRIAN III., 884-885.-This Pope ordemed the Fi/lioque clause ta acbe replaced in the creed, and ta be read in the office of the church. Hearing Aof this, the Patriarch of Constantinople wrote a letter denouincing the clause, coand candemning those wha had adopted it. The Pape decreed thot iii future me,the, Bishope of Rame shouîd be eonsecrated tô the pontificate without waitingfor the Ernperor's sanction. Italy was now in the greatest disorder, having no thsettled gavernment; the country being ravaged and overrun by the armies of eltSêveral pretenders ta the crown. From this timie also the Eastern Churches nibecame entirely separated fromn the Roman Church, owing mainly »a the dispute ovabut the Filoque.
i 14) STEPR VI., 885-889, succeeded th the Papal See at the time mcwlé thcrç was a great famine in the city. finding the Church's treasury sollqute effiat 'ted, he gênerously devuted the wholeofhi praperty to the relief!Çý the poor. . He exerted hiniself to the utmost in. tIhe endeavour ta obtain a terkMCldul 8etlénieit of the troubles which were nlo* dfatracting Europe. of

marched against Rome and took possession of the city; wvhere hie then receivedthe crown of Italy at the hands of the Pope. Formosus died shortly after atthe age of eighty.-[The election ivhich followed resulted in the choice of acandidate named Boniface, who according to some writers had been previouslydeposed from the priestbood. He lived but fifteen days after. His death issaid to have been caused by the gout. He is flot generally ranked amongthe Popes.]
(11î6.) STEPHEN Vil., 8 97-900.-The records of this period of anarchyare very untrustworthy. But historians narrate that the bishop elected assuccessor to Fonmosuis caulsed the body of that Pope to be exhuimed and thenset up in scorn in St. Peter's Cburch, afterwards causing it to be tbrown intothe river. Ail ordinations conferred by Formosus lie declared to be nul]. Atlength the people arose in insurrection and cast hirn into prison, Ioading him,witb heavy chains ; and there be soon l)erished miserably by being strangled.(1 17.) ROM11ANUS 1., 900, was then elected. I-is first step Ivas to annulthe acts of his predecessor against the mcmory of Forroosuis. At this time theChurch of Rome wvas a prey to the utmost disorder and irregularity. Romanusonly held possession of the See for four months.
( 118.) 'IHEODORE, Il., 90.-This Pontiff endeavoured to bring aboutunion in the Church by recalliing the bishops deposed by previous Popes. [Butlie hield office only twenty days.
(Il19.) JOFIN I X., 900-905.-A Council was now called at Rome to con-sider the state of the Chutrch. This Couincil drew up twelve Articles for theregulation of ecclesiastical matters ; one of wbich records that the bishops "Ire-ject absolutely the Cotincil held under Pope Stephen VIL., when the venerablebody of Pope Formosus 'vas drawn from its grave and dragged on the groundto a l)retende(l judgment." TPhe Counicil furtber enacted that Il benceforth thePope shall be elected in tbe Asseinbly of tlie isops and of ail tlic clergy, Onlthe denîand of the Senate and of th.- people, and shall afterwards be conse-crated in the prescnce of the envoys of the Emperor."
(120.) BENEDricTý IV., 905 '-Notiing of special note occurred during thisPontificate. About tfins time Edgar, King of England, in a speech addressedto the bishops of that coulntry, drew their attention to the fearful corruptionswhich had sprung up in the Chutrcbi.
(12 1.) LFO V., 906 .- Sliortly after the election of Leo, a priest namedChristofie succeeded in causing bis deposition. Leo was cast into prison, andsoon died.
(1 22.) C 11RIS1'OFLE, 906.-'l'iis pricst then usurped the pontifical authority.But before many days biad passed, another priest namcd Sergius obtaincd con-trol of tile c,,ity and Christofle shared the fatc of his predecessors.
(12,3.) .SERGItUS Ill-, 90 7-910 0-'lIlrough tile influence of his powerfullrelative, tile Marquis of TIuscany, Sergius ivas then clected to the Papacy. Hiedenouinced bis four predec.essors as usurpers, and caused the remains of Stephenvil. to be hionotîrably re-interred. 'l'le govcrnment of Rome was now dele-gated by the Marquis of' Tuscany to a wonman of abandoned character, namedThcodora, undicer whose mIle the city hecame the scenle of the grossest im-norality.
(124,) ANAS-rASIUS Ill., g10-9î2.-'Tbe principal event of this Pontificatevas the ippeal of Nicholas, Patriarcbi of Constan)tinople, who wrote to the Pope-ornplaining of the calumniiies whichli ad been circulated agaînst imii by Papalegates, and rehlucestinig tlîat tbcy sbould l)c pîinisbied,
(1 25.) LANJD)N, 91 2.-Little is rccorded of tbis Pope, beyond tlic fact thatîe succeeded in mediating l>ctw'een the rival clainmants to tbe Italian crown, andbus prevented a threatened civil war.
(r26.) J<HN X., 912-928, had previously been Arclibisho> of Ravenna.rhc Saracens again advanced upon Rome, but werc defeated by tbe Papalroops. In tbic year 925, th Arcbibisbop of Rbeinis being dead, a coalition,as formed in France wbîcbl compelled tbc clcrgy and people to elect Hugh,on of Couint Hebert, a lad only five years of age. This election was subse-ucently confirmed by tbic Bisbops and tbc King, and finally approved by the>ope. l'le Coula of Arles iiow assuimed tbe govcmnment of Italy, his brotherujy remaining iii comimand at Rome. The wife of tbe latter became possessed'îth a violent aversioni to tbic Pope, and caused bim to be arrcsted in theburci, of flic Lateran, wvbence lie wvas conveyed to prison, dyinig soon after.(127,) Ilb:) VI., 928, was tben elected. Durînig bis l>rief Pontificate of a~w montbis be strenuously endcavourcd to restore leace both in Cburch andtate.
(128.) STEMIE~N VIII., 929-931--NOtllilI' %%batever is known of thevents of this perio(l, beyond the general testiniony of historians to the rnildnd pious disposition manifested by this P>ope.
(129.) JOHN XI., 931-( 36, wvas a reputed son of Pope Sergius III., bisiother afterwards l)ecomiilg wvifc to (.uiy, iNar(1uis of Tuscany. He wasected and ordained, tbrougbi the influence of his mother, at the age of twenty-ve; but does flot appear to bave cxerciscd any authority in ecclesiaiticalatters. An insurrection soon broke out in Rome, and the Pope 'vas im-~isoned, with bis niother, dving in captivity.
(130) 1,F-( VIL., 926-939, wais elected against his '%'ill, but at length:cepted office. Being very dlesirous to restore peace in Italy, lie sent for Odo,bbot of the Cluny Monaster y in France, to act as niediator hetw een thentendîng claîmants for tbe tbrone of Italy, wbo succceded in effe cting aconciliation between tbe two chief opponients.
(130. STEPHEN IX., 940-943, wvas a German, and obtained clectionrough the influence of Hlugli, tbe newvly-proclailied King of ltaly. His!ction caused a fresbi outhoreak on the part of Hugb's opponents ; and ulti-atelyOdo was again appealed to to restore peace. Stephen held office a littleer three years.
(132.) MARTIN III., 943- 9 46.'rbis Pope was strongly attached to theMhastic life, and during the three years of bis Pontificate he applied himselflely toi the duties of religion.
(133.) AGAPET III., 946-956.-The only event of importance dur ing thisin was the calling of a Council of Bishops at Ingelheim, by Otho, E mperor'Gerrnany, at which Papal legates were present and many irregula ritiesichhadcret ito he hurhesof hatcountry Were reformed.('a. JOH XI., 96-93.-Tis as the SOn of one of the claimintstheItaîgnthrne. Fiehel th connand of Rome, and assumed the
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