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BRITISH COLUMBIA'S MINES.

Successes Already Aclieved-Aido! Transportation-

Legitimate Financing of Propositions.

"lOpportunities for successful mining o1)eraitio;i> in
British Columbia are by no means lacking," said Mr. R, [L.
Hedley, manager of the Canadian M;ne Operators', Limited.
by way of introduction to an interesting papor read, before
the Vancouver Progress Club. "This province offers un-
limited resources, that are simply awaiting the expenditure
of capital, governed by judicious, expert adviee.

"To understand better the status of the mining industry
at the present tinte it may be weii to ircview the condition
of railway construction planned for the province. The Cana-
dian Pacific Railway is building froni Golden to Cranbrook,
ini the Windermere valley; extending the Esquimait and
Nanaimo Railway on Vancouver Island northward to Sevy
mour Narrows, and aise constructing a ue firom KieI te>
Three Forks. The Grand, Trunk Pacific is opeinng Up) the
Hazeiton district, and has cerrtracted with the firm of Vol-v,
Welch & Stewart te construct a line known as tht, Pacific
and Great Western from Fort G3eo'rge to Vancouver. The
Çanadian Northern Railway is connecting the YcIlloht-ad
Pass with Kamloops, and building a line through the inte-rior
of Vancouver Island f rom Victoria te Port Hardy., The
Kettie River Valley line is to bce constructed over the Hlope
summit to the Canadian Pacifie Raiiway and in the Gircund
Hog Basin a district rich in ceai deposits; the Grand Trunk
Pacifie lis building te Hazeiton; the Canadian Northern Rail-
way is building te Stewart, and a private company is tapping
the- Naas River district. A Une is to be constructed f rom
Fort George te the coast via Bute Iniet, and a bine, flnanced
by French capital, is under survey fwron Peace River toi
Bella'Coela.

WMto Powrs Avallabis.
"This increased transportation in connection with the

excellent water powers avaiiable in the province miakecs the
outlook for the mining industry very bright, indeetd.War
power secuwed ait Bonnîngton, at Cequitiami Dam, at Stave
Lake,ý and on the jordan River, on Vancouver lsland, mwill
offer every opportunity for the securing e! cheap powler for
mining purpses.

"I view of the many reported failures iii the province,
,due almost witheut exception to iack e! experience anid a
knowledge of mining methods, let me cite a fewv cf the mnany
successes achieved. At Mairbie Bay, on Texadaý Island, the
Britannia mines, the Granby properties a! Hlidden Creek,
iii the Cariboo and Quesnel districts, and at Trail, Grand
Forks and Greenwood, at the Rambler-Cariboo and He(dleyv
Gold Mines, Limited, properties the results already obtained
give conotrete proof ef the great wealth contained in this
province.

"O0f the opportunities existing, ceai is found in great
quantities en Graham Island, north of -Ground Hog Basin,
a! Copper River, Babine Lake, and in the country hetween
Peace River and Bella Coola.

?Ath@ds of Unsorupulous Pronoters.
l"Iron, of which immense deposits exist in this province,

is being worked on Texada Island, where the otres May bie
placed on board ship at 7o, cents a ton, on the west ceas!
ef Vancouver Island, and in the Queen Charlotte greup,
where assays have shown both higrh qualities and excellent
quality. Wîth the growingz dmand for agricuiturai steel,
there is no reason why theére shouid net be a plant in Van-
couver for the malcing of Pig-iron. Texada ores have been
successfuliy handied a! Irondale, Wash., and an excellent
gradecf pig-iren obtained. There is net a reason te deubt
that with 'a goed grade o! metallurgical coke at a price not
in excess ef $5 a ton, British Columbia canne! supplant the
trade in Chinese pig-iren by the development o! the local
supply.",
C.pper, Lead and Plailnum.

The speaker dealt with depesits of copper. lead-silver,
gold, and pia!inum in the province, and arraigned the
methods adopted by unscrupulous promoters, who were un-
pairing British Columbia's reputation on foreign monevr
markcets, and placing mining in this province in the category
of wild spectûation and uncertain gambliDg ventutres. He
asked how companies could expect te uphold the reputation
ef the province when they attempted te pay 20 pet cent.
on an investment o! ioo cents when only 3 cents of eve ry
ioo, cents was being used for development work. He hioped
that the tinte was flot far distant when the.laws o! the pro-
vince would preclude the pessibility of e détuding the
public.

The Plant of the Ingersoll Waterworks Company, Ontario,
will pass inte municipal control on May t, the price te be
paid by the corporation beinz $125,000.

EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY.

llow Logisiation ils Being Slzaped ini the Neighboring.

Republic--Eleven States Will Have Laws.

By the first of july in eleven states Workingmen's Coin-
peusation Acts, or Employers' Liabîiiy laws, as they are
variously called, w,ýili bie in operation in this country, lu
as many More states siîmilar laws are in the course of Pre-

paration to be recne for passage at the next Session of
the legislIatures. The States havîng such laws nom upon
their books are as fclw:Calif'ornia, Illinois, Kansas,

Masachsets, evaaNew Hampshire, New jersey,
OhieVcrnint, ashington anid Wisconsin.
Net al l nt hese law> arc Wise, Say$ "Busineýss," not

aIl are just in their pvsin.But the fact remaîns that
law naesandi the public alike have dttermined upon a

ew poili the ticrimnt of individuals who mecet with
a(cc1idt in, the courise of their work, and the question
naiturlyij arises.» vvhat mill it cost the employers?

WIII Dnnoit Worklflg Force.
Tlîat the nicw laws w ilI operate te, the benewfit cf the

working force is unquestioned. That some rcferru in our
imithodsxi of hlinllig the cases; of înjured employees has
been nede is Iikewi, uniquestioncd. Vhtr the laws

thathav ben aoptedl proviide suh a litth-1d remains to be
snalthocugh, it is already apiparent that in their funda-
mental 1rvisionsi they'N canneit worik great hiarmi tei any in-

lnivrsalythe new. laws; take the matter o! compen-
satjionj te) the inijurgdc wokeout f the courts where it
un frnelaajstd chiilýiy and unsatisfaCtorilY, and

placj<e the buindfntl pon th, shoulders cf the emn-
loyev4r. Theyame flx,d pri((e for Iiss cf life or injury
occurring te ther wor>ker in the per'formancelç( of his dulies,

lhichl njust lie met by% the mpoyr practically regardless
cf the circumsýtances-. The amlounit cf this CompxýnSation
ranges frorn a miiiniumi of $,eooX in New llmpsýhire te at

maý,ximumi o! 5,0 in California, in the' case e! death ; in

the case o! toital disabilîtv-, frcmi qo pr- -ent, o! weekly
e'arnîings, witl ai lirniit <!>f oO in, M\assachuisrtts and New,%
H1ampshire, te (A 2-,3 per cent. cf weywascontinuing
until decath if inijury- i, permianent, il, Ohio ; içe cases cf par-
ial disability. fromi 25 per cernt, o! wýageý loss, in Kansas te

(A 2-3 pet cenit., with a limnit o! $3,40o, in Ohio.

DrasttO In Wasington »nd WIsonf.
Both Washinzton and Wisconstin have certain provisions

in their laws which are- more drastic than the above, since
the former provides, in the casec cf death, for monthly Pay-
ments te suirvivors, d-uririg dependency or childhood, xiNth
a lump sum te the widow upon re-marriage: and the Wis5-
consin law, iwhich allows 61; per cent, cf weekly earnings, ini
cases of total dliability, adds that after the first ni¶lety ;days
the compensation shall be increased teý 100O per cent, Of
earnings, with a maximum payment o! $*3,000.

Under the statutes o! these states the employer has ne
recourse te the courts foir the adjustment o! the Tates of
compensation. fie foots the bill for the crimes o! indiistry
in his own establishiment, At the same time, however, he
is relieved o! the risk of excessive dama,,es which have
been cemmonly -t,%%rded where a case could be Made eut
against the eporand he avoîds the heavy couts o! liti-
gation.
Stat. Saved Cost of Law SUR$m

Incidentallv. the state i, saved the expeinse o! these
lawAsuits and the courts aire rel.ieved o! much delay as the
resuit of legal tangles. This i, neý sMali item. The Wain-
w-right Comwmission which !ramed the compenisation law fer

Nesi York, Inter declared te be unconstitutional, brought out
the fac! that onte-fifthl o! the time o! Our courts is taken up

with damage suijts, meost O! themin row\-in' eut of industrial
accidents. These cases are done awywith under the new
comrpensatio-n aw.Thev previde a certain relief and in
the payment of it there is ne xn(>ney wasted in law Suits.

The Norwich Union Fire Insurance Society, Limited, cf
Nerwich, England, bas been licensed by the Department of
Insurance, Ottawa, tA trana'i in Canada the business of
accident insurance. sickness insurance. a!ld plate glass lin-
'surance, in addition te the business cf fire insurance, for
which it is already licensed.

"lEverv ckyscrpner in the city 'is a fire-trap, and that
some day there will corne a fire disaster that wili awe the peo-
pie o! th-c rruntry. The ameunt o! wood used in Our skyscrap-
ers is appalli'.g. Our hivh buildings are Du! tegethe r like a
steve, with the elevater sha!ts fer flues."Mr. E. Flagg, p'e-
sident. Society o! Architects, ait New York,
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