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tda more espécially. Take as an illustration the înen's
ur coat trade. In this country a brisk demnand has
ilways been feit for good peits. Comparatively speak-
ng, however, the prices which were.in the past askea
ind given for these peits were low, in the opinion of
nany people well qualified to speak, toc, low. The
anse of this, however, was simply that these furs, sucb
kins as raccolon, wombat, etc., for example--excellent
naterial for their purpose'--were neglected by other
ýourltries, and, with the sparse population o>f this one,
vere in greater supply than actual need called for.
.- ence a comparatively low valuation of them, whichi
v'ent on until say fifteen years ago.

Then a demand for -these articles of clothing grew
ip in1 the Northern andi Northwestern United States,
ihile meantime the Canadian North-West continued to
ýrow. Stili the supply was ample. Next carne the
[nprecedented business prosperity in Canada and thec
Jnited States and the exceptionally heavy diem-and
Prhich it brouglit for ail classes, of furg, good, miediumii
nd cheap, which practically cleaned up all surplus
tocks. Finally there was the experience of fast wvinter.
ilien it is no exaggeration to say that, owing to the
rowth of the automobile habit, something like 30,000x
dçlitional fur coats were called for in the Eulropean
.-ade. The resuit of this demand, coming, on a market
iready fairly bare, may be conceived. Dealers [dnl
iemselves met by the necessity of presentig prices
)the consumer of from 10 tO 30 per cent. higher thaniose prevailing a year ago. The trouble is that eve.
tthose figures, there is no profit for themnselves, an>d

et, if they were to charge more, the trade would drag.
'he public is not aiways reasonable.

Besides the considerations above mentioned, there
the fact that in spite of the commercial depression ini

~ermany, owing to last winter commencing early there
ad being a cold one, everything in the fur line was
isposed of early in the day and without difficulty. Thec
.ussian trade also, as well as that in ocher Europeanl
)untrîes, was good, while in the United States thie
ethora of morîey had the natural resuit. A consider-
ion of these factors brings us up to the London fur
les of last Match, when the guantities offered were
j no means excessive, and indeed, generaliy speaking,
ere somewhat less than usual. Buyers camne from ail
tits of the world, fresh from ttiumphs in their homne
arkets. People fromn the United States were ini special
ridence, as also were their frequentiy erratic miethods
trading. Some of their purchase prices indeed have

dli to prove themselves warranted. Arrayed amongst
Ithese considerations, the Canadian market cuts but
small figure, though this fact is often but little realized
jthis side.

Let us now corne to individual exampies of the
ices realized at the Match sales. Mink found itself
Sini value equal to that of what are called the goodl
Sdays of thitty years ago. But one thing shoÀtd1

ýver be lost sight of in admitting this. Only mink -)f
e hlghest value is referted to. The high priîc1s
a1ized for mink skins of thec highest grades have
sulted froin its extensive use as trimming for ladies'
as. Red and white foxes ail brought higher figures
c>ase of the increased, manipulation of this skin in

bleniding shades, broughit a1ot\ rccently1 pe(ricted

pcirhaps unwiarrantaly] so,, inle'.s lit\\e nc(t lo
ienu t M Ille Sitution.-I SI],Ould Ilea .11 11 r1- s 1 ~ î op* : '1,-Iil
ion)i. Otter ruiledý ve(rN hîgh, buit tliS 1S a fur wh11ih pur-
haps has neyer been vaudSufîcietlv.N highi ili tis
country. W'oPlf lrought lmutunerd11fpic dulc
tl Ille k-en demlaild forI tails, 11w dreSsyefeiîens
of wihis beiing mol're anid m ore alizod. [kIltdiiS
anlimlal. which salysl for $î ;...fthdl Marcli
$4 and S51- sukr l sld beiur thlan had hbe4e:
c\puected(. 'l'Il(fein~ r large, illt an nceae
duimaild for IIhk skilî forI 1111111- fu - om maîtaue

pr fistrily.fi n rlealîzled prilcsp~mvl startIIlIg,,
but ti s hIII anomer siH whichI hla, al\av b, ci lou 1r
in price thlan il ouglat. AS hîigh as 7.wý ie o
skins for dyen up~s I classi-s ,f furi .uîtbl
for liings adane in pice. Ruisialn Sables, mwig
to an> aueted coruering (À tue înar-kut b)\ IRus'jîaî
dealurs, dIld notý î>îet Iithfvr and it wa' agl

brougt inby hlers, as it ioul îlt rualizc t1ie prîcesý,
luoed or.Sales of4 l>erianlm ý\tre ýer\ larige, ail

Ilhe mlar'kem i)\\ ()lpacîai cero il. 1 li cum
Cru is 0j 1Sai iv t be1 a gou 11 e. aboutIl equa;l Ili Ituaiity
.uîd quianitity to that -f lasmt year, ilhougli ,fzc iSkis
are said to bec sinallcr; prices, huevr sh\u% cer-

tauyshow a»I adane i 2() IL 30 Per- cenuIt, lcvînpýrted
with last year, as pepl o ail[ countries are u>itlgL tficii»

SPRING HINTS.

In April and carly May- is the tilme of year Mien higli
winds inalce heetvfit and bNow the duist ini cloiuds
fromi street and roadway. 'llie dulsi penetrates holuses
and offices and miales the' storekeepe-r's life a burden trying
to keep it fronii injuririg bis me.ads.It getS inito
one's clothes, and whait is worse, irito on&s hair and throat
and nostiils. Spring dust, in towns and cities especially,
is very hard on the youing, on the old, oni the delicate, and
flot because of discoiforti nirly, for it is dangerouis to
the health of any one. V>caying veýgetaI)e miatter, the
droppings of horses and dogs, the spîttings of inien and
womien who miay hiave tuberculouS diseasv, dirt of ail
kinds, get grouind int dust on thec road or street and mnay
be blowni into the humnan systemi Io work aIl the harmn it
can. Here is a reasoni for swvee.pIng Élhe Streets, so that
this preciouis dtist inay not menace the passer-by. And a
reason, ton, for the regular uise of the- water-carts, so that
dust mnay b. kepm fromn rising and bllowing into huiuses,

The doctors tell uls that this early and chiliy sao
of the year is the worst for cbjîdren aud old people and
sufferers by ail puilmoniary troubles. litt it is flot the in-
cleniency of the. weabher alone that makes sucb people
il: the dirty and dangerous spring dust of the street with
ail its poisonous ingrcdients gets into their miouths and
throats, their nostrils and ears, and the bacîlli of v7arions
diseases thus ind iodgment in the sysicem. If We wouid
lessen disease let uis make somne atuenpt to dlean our
streets and lanes and keep down this spring dust.

Housewives show an examnpie at this time of year
that is wortb foilowing in the mnunicipal sphere. Carpets
-are taken uip and shah-en, the floors scrubbed, the Windows
cleaned, the walls whitewashed or papered, every nook
and cranny swept, washed, aired, perhiaps painted. And
a delightfui sense of freshness throughout the bouse
reaults. Tics. proçtedinga are nearly univeral, inside oj
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