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Dawsor had served under himm with dis-
#timetion in the Novrdi-w st rebellion in
1850 and had in due cours: succeeded L4
the command, and by his ability us an oi-
ficer, hie untiring devotion to his dutics,
and his genial mann r and vourtesy, had
hrought the regimeat to the degree of
poricetion to which it has now attained.
The fricnds of the regiment have watchs
ed witl pride the progress it has made
under hig command, and regret that the
corps must loose the services of so uble and
efficiem an officer.

(ol. Daweon expr.ssed his deep apprecia-
tioy of the kind remarks that had been
sade and the beautiful present, and as-
sured tbe dogors that he would in the
Yuture, as in the past, always have at
heart the bust interests of the regiment.
Ater the prescutation the colonel and
Mrs. Dawson cutertained their guests and
amost pleasant hour was spent.

This was not the first agrceable sur-
prisc thc coloael received yesterday, s
e was awakouedf rom his slumbers ut 2
o'¢lock ia the morning by the sweet
straive of music under his window, when
Lie discovered he was being serenaded by
the baad of the regiment.—Lmpire, Jan.
Luwd.
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lu the adjutant’s report of drills attend-
et by members of the Queen’s Owan XRifles,
I’ Cowpavpy siands Lirst with an average
attendayee of 53.1 men cach parade, which
witkes  the percentage of drills attended as
962, 1t is doubtful  whether there is
apother cowpany in Canada with as good
arreord.
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The wilitary writ.r ol The Lmpire has
this te say about the late order affecting
«iadl-gergeants i—

1 have pot quite made up my mind yet
whedhior or ot it was a good move on tho
part ol Major-Gen.ral Herbert to do away
with the rauk of etali-sergeant.

1 daresay (he Geweral das been waiting
with covsiderable trepidation for wy de-
cisivy, but be may be reassured, as I do
uot 1utcnd to find any scrious fault with
sbis order. 1 aw very well aware that the
rapl. of “stadl sergeant” has been greatly
wbused Ly w.arly every corps in the Domin
fon. “Thik is secn in it wost glaring lorm
vu the riflc rauge at auy of the large
awatehrs, when it frequently bappens that
a team feor the skirmighing mateh will
parade compos.d of nodhing but staifl ser-
geatte, Thoy are, as a rule, very uselul
beasts o' burd u, bu. whon a regiment is
found t« have an assistant armorcr scr-
seant, aesistant sergeant cook, ussistant
this and assistant that, it is carrying the
thing a little too, fur and tumds to bring'
ridiculs «epecially when all these assist-
unts weat slung swords, prak caps and four-
ar ghevrows, The re are some appoiat-
wents in which there is real necessity for
un aesistant. Take for imstance the quar-
termaeter-sergeant of u city corps. I
he dovs his work thoroughly and has his
own business to attend to as well he
cerlainly requires assistance of some sort.
To be eure he is supposed to lLave the
pioncers to give him beip, but how often
caa he get one of them to give him o
Lhand without o lot of grumbling, unless

the man happens to be & personal friend.

There hae for some time been great need
of somv regulations governiung staff-ser-
geants, their clothing and cquipment! [
bave frequently seen one of these aristo-
cratic non-coms. with wmore gold lac: on
bis tugic then the eolonel would be al-
lowed ; and on once occasion I heard a man
ask, when the regiment had passed and
the little party of stuff-sergeants, resplen-
dent in all the glory of Solowon, appeared:
“Who are theee officers ? They must be
the general and his stafi.”” I am just as
lond of gold luce as anyone, yet I think
the matter is overdone by some in the abe
sence of any directions as to the trimming
of their tunics.

As I take it, the order dues not interfere
with the appointment of as muny men as
are required for 1egimental duty, but they
will not be enlisted to the slung sword
auad four-bar chevrons.

The following positions held by non-
commissioned officers and men of the per-
manenl foree ar active militia are ranks:
Master gunner, regimental sergeant-major,
regimental quartermaster-sergeant, squad-
ron. troop, battery or company quartere
master-scrgeant, color-sergeaat, sergeant,
corporal, bommbadier, sccoud corporal, gun-
uer, driver, sapper private. All other po-
sitions are appointments.

A non-commissioned officer or man on re-
ceiving an appointment will thereupon be
invesied with the rank attached to that
tippointment, and this rapk will be hLis
permanent grade. The rank attached to
aay appointment is that indicat.d in the
title of that appointwmunt; for cxample,
tbe permanent grade of a drill sergeant,
sergeant instructor, sergeant bugler, ser-
geant farrier, cte., is sergeant,

There i8 no recognized rank of staff-ser-
geant.

The order of precedence of non-commis-
sioned officers is regulated by Queen’s Leg-
uwlations of 1893, scetion IL., paragraph
6, a0 [nr as it is applicable to ranks au-
thorized in the Canadian mihitia.

The following jottings from the Em-
pire's military column should interest the
readers of the Military Gazette: The
Canadian Military Gazette says, “ fsn’t
it vandalism, or worse, snobbishness, to
change the nameof the ¢ Old Fort,’ To-
ronto, to ‘ Fort Stanley.’” The Gazette
scems to have got on the wrong track, as
it was not the *“0ld Fort” that had its
name changed, but the ‘“ New Tort Bar-
racks.” Further, the name was not
changed to ‘“ Fort Stanley,” but instead
to ‘ Stanley Barracks,” as will be seeu
by a recent geuneral order.  As there was
no historical interest attached to the
name by which the barracks has been
known, I think the change was a most
desirable onc in every way. For the
information of the Gazette it may be well
to state that the site pf old *‘Fort Rouil
is now marked by a monument which
«tands in the Exhibition grounds, be-
tween the main building aud the lake
shore. Neither of the existing barracks
was ever named ‘“ Rouille.,”

The New Year number of the Canadian
Military Gazette was a very creditable
onc indeed, containing as it did a supple-
men’: giving a number of llustratiiona
of interest to shooting men. Among the
other illustrations are excellent like-
nesses of Lt. Cols. Hon. J. M. Gibson, 18th
Batt., W. P. Anderson, R. L.; J. Mac-
pherson, treasurer D. R. A,, and Thomas
Bacon, secretary D.R.A.; Major Hodgins,
G.G.F'.G.; Capt. E. D. Sutherland, 48rd
Batt.; Staff Sgt. Simpson, 12th Batt,,
and last, but not least, that irrepressible
promoter of the Canadian Military Rifle
League, Lt. W. R. Pringle, Grenadiers.
The reading matter of the number is also
of especial interest. :

At the Queen’s Own scrgeants’ mees on
the evening of the 12th was given the
first smoking concert of tho season. Sgt.
Major George occupied. the chair, and the
audience was large and appreciative. Lt.
Col. Hamilton and the officers of the
Queen's Own were present, and also a
pumber of guests amongst whom were
Capt. Howard, N.W.M.P., Regina, and Mr.
Alexander Muir. The programme was a
varied and enjoyable one, consisting of
sougs aud recitations and instrumental
selections. ‘Amongst those who took part
were Mesers. J. Winters, C. H. Fielding,
Snowden, Semple. Verner, Warner, F.
Wyight, A¢ Sturrovk, Blaikie, H. Simgp'--
son, Davies, Rubbra, Anderson, H. Bark-
er, B. Kenue'dy and Ed. Lye, and Master
B. Plant. Bailey’s orchestra rendered
a nuwmber of selections. The Entertain-
ment Committee consists of Col. Sgt.
Cooper, Sgt. World, Sgt. Hire, Sgt. Alum
aud Sgt. Major U. M. George.

MONTREAL.

After 23 years’ service for Her Majesty,
both in Great Britain and Cnaada, Maior
Thomas Atkiuson, one of the best known
officers in the Canadian forces, has found
it incumbent on him to resign, owing to
the duties devolving upon him as instruc-
tor in a number of schoiastic institu-
tious, among which may be mentioned
Mount Bt. Louis College, cadetg of
which to-day would not have attained
their present Ligh standing but for his
eitorts. In Major Atkinson the Sixth
TFusiiiers have lost a good officer, who
carcer is one that many mightenvy, and
was a credit to them and to himself. Hel
if any volunteer in Canada deserves Her
Mujesty's long service medla it is he. Maj.
Atkinson came to Canada with the GOth
Rifles, and soon after his arrival became
o member of the Grand Trunk brigade, on
the disbandment of which, and the organ-
ization of the Hochelaga Light Infantry,
he was commissivned captain of one of
the two companies from the old brigade.
Since then he has scen service in the old
Royals, the Vietorin Rifles, and joined the
Sixth in 1890 as their adjutant in which
capacity he hauws served ever since. His
successor will likely be Capt. E. J.
Chambers, the present acting adjutant of
the corps, aud, judging from his past re-
cord, he will make a godd onc. Although
a professional man, he has alwaye found
time for his mliitary duties. In his



