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DAVID SWAN.

By NATHANIEL HAWT!{ORNE.‘

We can be but partially acquninted even with the events which’;
naturally influence our coursc through life, and our final destiny. |
"Phiere are innumerable other events, if such they may be called,
whicl come close upon us, yet pass away without actual resu
or even bLetraying their near approach, by the reflection ul‘.my
Yight or shadow across our minds. Could we know all the vicis-!
situdes of our fortunes, life waould be too full of hape and fear,:
exultation or disappointinent, to afiord us o single hour of true
serenity.  “I'his idea may be illustrated by a page from the secrel
history of David Swan,

We have nothing to do with Dav ld until we find bim a 1hc
age of twenty, on the highroad from his native place to the cxt).
of Bostun, where his uncle, a small dealer in the grocery line,!
was to take him bchmd the connter.  De it enough 10 suY, that|
he was a native of New Hampshire, born of respectable parents,
and had received gn - ardinary school cducation, with a clussic
, tinish b}‘a') c'a:r at Gilmanton Academy. ‘\ﬂcrjourueyin«-ml foot
from sunn;c till early. noon: of a summer's day, his weariness
dﬂd mchsm" heat dclcrmmcd him to sit down in the first con-
vemont sh.xdx ‘3 .md nwun tlie coming vp of the stage coach.”
il planud on purpow Tor him, there soon appeared a 'little tufl of
mnplcs, with 8 dellghllul recess in lhe midst, ‘and such a flcah
bui)bhnn ‘spring,” that it sceined - never 1o have p.n'kled for any||:
: 'wn)f.u'er but David Swan.  Virgin or not, he kissed it with his
thlrsty lips, and then flung hnnur-lf almnf the brink, plllowmn his
lleud upou some shirts and a piir of p.mm!oons, tiad up in [
) nlrlped cotton handkerehiel,  The sunbeams could not ren iels lim}
" tho dust did not yet rise from the road, ‘ofter. the heavy rain of
Vcslerduy, and his grassy laic suited the young man betler l[mn
abed of down. The spring murmured drowsily beside him ;
the branches waved dreamily across the blue sky, overhead, and
~a deep sleep, perclance hiding dreams within-its depths, fell upon
David Swan.  Batweare to reldte events which he did not dream
of- :

‘While he lny sound asleep in the shade, . other people were
wide awnke, and ])"la.‘:@l] to and fro, afuot, on horseback, aud in
“all sorta of vehicles, .\Iourr the sunny road by his bed chamber.
Nomc Im)ked nellher to 1lu, ight hand ner to. the left, aud knew
»not tlmt he ‘was'thera, ome merqu glanced that way, withou
.:dmmmw lhe slumbef'er umon" Ahe: busy’ thoughts qome laughcd
‘ und se\'cml

aoa

né#r  thrust:her. hcud
<xhd chnrrmng ft.IIow looked qlmri'mnrr in lus slcep. Ak
: "Icctmer quw lnm, nnd wrouwht poor J).u id into the texture of]u~
'".-vpnm" S dx-course, ns nn .lwful instance of dead c.xunl\‘enm's-1 by
the m'ul side. ” But: oomure, praise, nierriment, scorn,. and in-
difference, .\\ ere .lll one, or 1nlher all nothing to David Swan.

e had
drawn by a h.mdsomc pair of horses, bowled casily along, an di

o
.

1pe1.m(.c

vpt onlv a few mmnents, when n blo“ n o carriage

‘s brouaht to a stand still, nearly in front of David's resting -

place. A Ninelpin bad fallen out, and p'-mnlted ane of th.
wheels o f} [ off.
.nr_) alarm to an clderly merchant and his wife, who were relurn-t
. Whiie the coachman ang a sor. |

the lady anl "i'nhem 1 sheltere d

ing to Boston in their carringe.
vmﬂ were replacing e wheel,

themselves beneath the maple trees, and lhm- ¢spied the b vhhlmcr
'iuvm:nn. amd David Swan asleep beside it.” Jmpressed with, the!
- awe which the  humblest slecper u;u.n”_r sheds 'uuun(l lnm the;

uu'rcluml. trod as luvhllv as (e goint would nllow + and his) qpmleci
ok nom.l heed not to rustie lier silk sown, lc:l David
"I"':htnrl. up.a all of a sudden.

i ilm\' sonndnv he slerpe I \\hhpund the old gent !em-m.' * lmm;

S

whnt ‘doplh e drawes st easy breath ! Sueh, 4100}1 l"t
" hrought oh W nlmnl nn opiate,. would Le. worlh 1more 10 e than:
lmlfmy mcomc, fur it would ~uppmt lm'n.th, and o unireubled:

wind.t o
And \(\ull besides.” said the lady,

does vot #leep thas,  Gur slunber

1Tealthy .\nd quivt age
is no mere like his,
wakeliltess.’ '

"The lonzer they looked,

iuterested in the unknown youth, to whom the way side zrd the

maple shade were us useeret ehamber with the vich glosw of !

datnsk enrtais broading over him.  Pereelving that a stray qm-f

the Iady conmtrived

A

da

beam glimmered down his face,
Liraneh aside, soasto intercept it.
oI kindness, she began to feel tike 2 mother to hink

nd having done ais litgle acet:,

¢ Providence seems to have laid him heve,” whispered she to hcr
sand to have l)rl)ught us hither to fiad him, aftor our)
disappointmient in our cousin's son.  Methinks I can see a like-
Shall we waken him 2

hushand.

ness o our departed Henry.
“To what purpes2 2° said the merchant, hesitating.  <We Lknow

nothing of the youth's character.?

Mne, with whase conduct he was dissatisfied.
i1 {people sometimes do stranger things thun to act the magician, and
Iy

AsH

whusc'“hcartq \\ (-:e .

The damaga was stight, and mmd\ 1 nem n-‘l

‘h"“ld"mn David. 'Meep b\ the &pnn

than our ‘;

I
thie more did l‘“ls chilerly couple feel

to twist a:

throb, nor his breath become agitated, nor his features betray the
Jeast token of interest. Yet forture was bending over him, just
ready to let fall a burthen of gold. The old merchant had lost
++ his only son, and had no heir to his wealth, except a distant rela-
In such a case,

l
I
i

"\lawuken a young man 1o splendor who had fell asleep in poverty.

¢ Shail we not waken him ’ repeated the lady persuasively.
*'T'he coach is all ready sir,” said the servant belind.

¢ Pshaw !’ said one villain. © We can do nollung new. Th
dog’'s master must be close behind.’ i ‘

The man with the dagger, thrust back the weapon.into h:s bo-.
som, and drew forth a pocket pistol, but not of that. kind which?
ikills by a single discharge. Tt was a flask of !lquor, with a block
tin tumbler screwed upon the mouth. Each drank a comfortable:
dram, and left the spot with so many jests, and such laughter at' -
‘heir unaccomplished wiclkedness, that they might besaid to have -
?«one their way rejoicing. In'a few hours, they had forgotten the:

"The old couple started, reddened, und harried away, mutaally ]
~wondering that they should ever have dreamed of dmnrr any

iithink so wvery ridiculous,

lum fur unfurlunale men of business.

CAN

l.

'cvlJO) ed his nap. :

""F'he carriage could not have gone above a mile or two, when'
;ja pretty young girl came along with a tripping pree, w lncll
shewed precisely how her little heart was dancing in her bosom. !
She turned aside - into the shelter oTth maple trees, and there’
found )ouno‘ man asleep beside the: cpl ing. Blushing as red s
any rose; that’ she should have mlrude(l into a vvenlleman s'bedile
ch.unam, she was about o make lier r:.c.xpa on upme. But,
there was n penl nearer the . sleppex.'.
been wam]erm-r overhead—buzz, buzz, buzz—now =
leaves; now ﬂ.lahmv lhrouwh the stnpq of sunshine, and now Iost
in'the dark sh.ule, lel ﬁmllv he appeared to be scuhntr on’ lhe
eyelid OfDd\'ld Swan. 'Tlie sling uf ¢ bee i3 sometimes deadl)
As free-hearted as she was innocent, the girl attacked the m(ruder
with lier iandierchief, brashed him soundly, and drove him from
beneath the maple shade.- How sweet a picture !
deed accomplished, with quickened brealh, and a'deeper blush,
she stole o glance ut the )oulhfui atlan"cr, for whom she had been

battling with a dragon in (he air,
‘e is handsome " thought she, and blusired redder yet.
How could it be that no dream of bliss grew so strong within

and allow him to perceive the girl mnong its phantoms?
at least did no smile of weleome brighten upon his fuce ? She
was come, the maid whose soul, according to the old- .md bemm-
'ful idea, Lud been severed from his own, and whom, in-all i

rugue bul p'lsmomle desires, he ycarned to meet. . Her,- onl;,
could he love with a perfect love—him, - only, could she " receive

a

_m«r in the’ iuunt.nn, by his. stdn, ;s should it pass aw.
‘luslre wonld never nle'uu. upon. hls life's again:.”
‘l]ow sound he sleeps P mur mm d-the: "lrI
Sllo deparlcd but dld nol tr :p nlong lhc :ond 80 ]whllv as whr‘n
.,hc came. . = '
= Now, this "nl s fullwr was lhrn'mn' country merch'mt in lhe
neighborhood, aind happened at that identical time, to Le looking:
out for just sueh'n young man as David Swan. Had David fo rm-,
he would hLave
Q

ay, ns_‘hnpp)

|

ced a way side acquaintance with the daughter,

brcmnc the futher’s. clerk, and all else in natural succession.
‘here ugain, had good- fortune—the best of  fortnnes-—stolen so,
nc wy 1 .11 lier parments brashed against Lim 5 and he knew noth-

1

§
aside !

m" of the matter,

The nwl was hardly out of sight, when two men torned
Eoth had dark faces, sot off by cloth’
‘(--1111, which were down ashint over their brews, The dresses:
These were a couph,
af I.st.lL who «rnt their living by whatever the evil one sent’
‘lhmn, nl‘d now, in the interim of other husinesz, had staked the!

ifointed. pmht:ot their iext picee

‘heneath II'" maple shade

were sh 1!)’!\' -yet lmd a cerlain simirtness.

s

of villainy on a game of cards,’
which was to have: lm(-n decided here under the trees.. Bot, find-
one of the rogues wln;pcred to

hl: fellow. iz

e ITist '—-bee il it thdlc undur his hc'u It

. The other \lll.un nodde_d, winked and jeered. )
[ <IN Lot 3ou n horn of br:mdv * satdthe first, ¢ that lhe clnp
‘hu eithern puc.wl book, or a snug liitie horde of :m.ul change,
i stowed away amongst his shits. And if rot there, we shall ﬁnd it
‘in his pantaloons pocl\el. , :
nid the clher.

Uis comphnion thrust aside llla waiscoal, pmnted to the handié
af wdick, and nodded. L,

%o be it muttered the second villain,

“hey approached the anconszions David, and while one paint-
o the d: iwger towards his heart, the other began to search the
! Lundle beneath bis head.  Their two fuces, grim, wrinkled, and
alinstly with gailt, and fear, bent over their victim, looking horri-
bly enongh to be mistaken for fiends, should he suddenly awalke,
;...n, hud the villains glanced aside into the spring, even they

ould hardly have known themselves as reflected there. DBut
])u\‘id Swan had never known a more tranquil aspect, even when|!
asleep on his mother’s breast.

“1inust take nway the bunidle,” whispered onc.

¢ If he stirs, DIl strike,” whispered the other.

Rut, at this moment, a dog, scenting along the ground,

$Bus how if be wakes 2’ 5
i

!

came

i
!
ti

¢ That open countenance !° replied his wife, in the same hnsh- .in beneath the maple trees, and gazed alternately at each of these

ed voice, vet carnestly, ¢ T'his innocent slecp "
While these whispers were passing, the sleeper’s heart did not.

;lx vicked men, and then a3 the quiet sleeper. e then lapped out
cf!he feuntzia, -

The merchant threw himself back in:
the carriage, and occupied his mind with the plan of 2 magnificent’
Meanwhile David Swan;
ddrawn,

A monstu of N bee had:
mrm"r lhe )

This good ‘

him, that shattered by its very strength, it should part asunder,

Why,

ERg

into the deplhs of her hea 1t--und now herurmﬂe was famtly‘ blash- 1

: o\ceedmgly ﬁeet—-m l'uct

s
1

o u=e it on_one chcd\..

-
e
t

W hole affuir, nor once imagined that the recording angel had
"wrmen down the crime of murder against their souls, in letters
as durable as-eternity, As for David Swun, he still slept quietly,
neither conscions of the shadow of death when it hungover him,
nor of the glory of renewed life, when that shadow was with-

Ie slfept, but no longer so quietly as at first.  An hour’s repose
had snatched, from his elastic frame, the weariness with which
lri-.my hours of tail liad hurthened it. Now he stirred—now-
maved his lips, without 2 sound—now, talked, in an inward tone,
m the noonday spectress of his dream.

me raitling’ louder -and loud(.r 'donn- the ‘road,
throunrh the _dispersing mist of Dd\’ld
the: stuge coich. e started up with all his ideas about hir.. .

e Hmloo driver !—T.xl\e a passenger 2’ shouted he.

Room on top !’ nnswered the drn'el. . : :

Up otnted Dand and howleéd, -l“’ﬂ) merrily towvards Boston,."-.j
w ‘ithout 50 much asa parting' g «rlanc.e at-that fountain of’ dreamlll\e
\'Imasﬂude._ He knew not lhat a plnmom of wealth hud throws )
a golden hue upon its wateh—nm that one of love had sighed
softly to their murmur—nor that one of death had threatened to
crimson them with his Lload-—-ali in the brief hour smce he lay
down ta sleep. Sleeping or waking, we hear not the airy foot-
steps of the strange things that almost happen. Does it not
argue a superintencing Providence, that, while viewless and un-

until it dashed

o}

iexpected cvents thrust themselves continuully athwart oo path,
there should still be regularity enough in mortul life, io rcnder
furumht even par lmhy .nunlnb.e.

Ea cs.—l& rare p‘.lce isa mena-

How ToxEes cATHER Cnow

observ ing.
the keeper, ¢ ITave you such an animal as a PRocx in; iyour,
| menlnngentr_y 2 =.nd ar backwo da wig to lha Pl esndenl ofa we

vexy much so.; »He lms . fou.
wo short ones on one s:de, and two long ones on the olher. I
ulw'l)s grazes op an mclmcd ‘plane ; and'the way they catch - lmn :

‘ln., Jon" lers on the up hill side ; ; consequence of whu,h ln shortf
|legs an’t no acevunt. 1le fulls down, rolls over and over, and iv

-The zpparently credalous President offer- -
and procecded lo hoax *
(the naturalist in return, while he was deeply interested ina cage

ofpl.nful foxes. ¢ Thew znimals,” said ‘comes from lre-
Land, & cold country, varth of Cavada, o picce. They are very

ifond of crow’s eges, which they steal from the precipices on the -
e s1de. They m"e cunning critters, very. When they come ln

ifa spot where they expect to find a bateh of ‘nests, they nake a.. -
ring, wind begin to w restle, Lo sce which i is the str nnnest W hen"' '
they find out, ‘the stontest goes to the ed'rr. ol'liw plecxpv'c, lakes
hh nc:zrhbt\r laJl, . his’ zcelh, and he takes nnu!hcr, and, s0° on, B
till. lhe s.rmrrlalonrr enotigh to lrmcr c\ er and reacx lhe egg:. o

wluch arc thew “handed up. from oni- to “anatlier, (our "reed) lis-0:
tcner l'crr'el 16 ask’ lmw) antil thcy arrive in s.xf(.l) at the’ top !’ "
The ¢ procI\ fubu]lst retired, filled with amazﬂment at. the lu1rvel-:-"':_:
. lous vulpme sumrr_—Anlcl.crlacllel. ' o

A lddv cunsuhed . Traneis ol' Snles on lhe ]awfu]ncss of using .
uge. ¢ \\ hv, sald lie, ‘:umc pions’ ien- ob_]ecl tojt; othera
scc no harm in ity Jowill hold a nuddle course, and d”OW )ou

.mlrvhl) soon calched.’
i'ed 2 handsnnie sumn for alive specimen ;

llL‘,
"

.Coymixg To THE l’m\m‘ —*’ladam,’. uxd an old man, 'lmv
you any water in the lmu;t,, that \ou can Dne a poor man a drink

lof becr, uourrh Flike cider best, and should like 2 little whiskey.

|Yery seldom get no cider at all at home---my orchard is very
small, consisting only of one scattering tree.’

Avvicr,—If [ were (o veatare any advice in any case it would
he my best.  T'he sacred daty of an adviser (one of the most in=
violable that exists) would Iead me towards a real eremy 1o act
as 11'111) best fncl'd were the party concerned.—Burle.
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But « noise of wheeis

slumber—and there wag

(rerm bo(h !'nr exhibition of the’ mumals ob:ervt.d, and Lhe luman T
le‘lOllh are 1hu drollu:es in each which - pnss before

is curious. 'J‘lney heud him, make him turn round, ang this brmws .




