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affairs, why should the houses of-God, with
closed doors, cease from the witness of man’a
relation and duty to him ? Those doors should
never be closed, and that witness should never
cease, If the pastor provides for this while
absent, so far it is well; but even then no stran-
ger can take his place by the sick-bed, and in
the house of mourning. The world isneeding,
more and more, to be impressed with the reality
of our faith in God, and this impression is
largely to be made by the character of the
clergy as to their own reality, earnestness, and
ceaseless devotion to the Master’s work.—Church

Year, Florida.

THE CHURCH AND THE COLONIES.

————

By Tae Lorp BisHOP OF BRISBANE.

[A Sermon Preached in St. Paul's Cathedral on
Sunday Evening, the 20th May, being W hit-
sun Day, 1888.—(Continucd.)

« Hearken, O daughter, and consider, incline
thine ear; forget also thine own people, and
thy father's house. So shall the king have
plessure in thy beauty Instead of thy fathers
thou sbalt have children whom thou mayest
make princes in all lands.’—Ps. x1x, 11, 12, 16.

—

But another question may be used: Will the
Colonies and the Mother country hold together?
or will they part asunder ? That deponds in
many Wways vpon the manner in which the
Mother-country treats her Colonies. It only

falls within the scope of our precoat purpose
to allude to ono of these. In the practical an-
gwer to that quostion the extension of the work
of the Church has, I submit to you, no unim-
portant part to play. You may tell me that
these are considerations which do not belong
{0 the highest levels in the region of motives,
and vot I vonture to think they are not unwor-
thy of being takon into account by those who
feol that religion is the great welding power of
tho national life, “I always hold,” enys the
writer already quoted. “ I always hold that re-
ligion is the great State-building principle.
The emigrant, who goes out merely to make a
fortune, may possibly in time forget his native
land, but ho iz not likely to do so. Absence
endears it to him, distance idolises it; he de-
gires to return to it when bis money is made ;
he would gladly be buried in it. There is one
thing that may reconcilo him te his new home
"beyond the seas, and indeed make it 2 home to
him, and that is bis roligion, by finding him-
gelf not only a member of a State but of a
Church, and, while reconciling him to his new
home, it binds him more closely than ever, and
by the deepost ties, to tho Church and the Jand
of his futhers. His Prayer Book. the very mu-
sio of ils words, strikes a chord which vibrates
again snd again, and carries bim back in
thought and imagination to the village church
whors he was made & momber of Christ, a
child of God, and an inheritor of the Kingdom
of Heavon.” Such a tio will will not easiiy bo
broken; but it must be borne in mind that we
have to reckon in our Colonies, not merely
with such as these, but with a Coloniai-born
race which has alroady arrived st its matarity,
and whioch must pecessarily, as time goes on,
form the proponderating olement of the State.
What considerations will bind these to the Mo-
ther-count:y when the original sottlers, the
sturdy pioneers. have passed, as Lhoy aro fast
passing, away? Can the Charch, can Chris-
tianity, do for thom what it has done for the
land of their fathers? Is it to be the connect.
ing link between tho old and the now, the in-
forming pow er of a great and growing civiliza
tion? We pause for a roply, and that reply
must come, not in word, but in deed. Stronger
than any fuderation on paper, any federation
which is born merely of a temporary political
emergency, is the federation which is deep-laid

in the bonds of sympathy and true brotherhood.
And has not the Church of England a mission
most unique in this respect, and, if she will but

rise to the occasion and give to the work of the
Church in the Colonies of her ablest and her
best—if it be but a five years’ loan of such from
time to time—if she determines that the expan-
sion of the State must have its correlative, its
counterpart, in the extension of the Church,
then we shall have small cause to fear for the
solidarity of our Empire. For this constant
interchange of the servants of the Church would,
ip those relations which are deepest and ten-
derest, draw closer the bouds of unity and sym-
pathy. And, in thus rising to the greatness
alike of the opportunity and the responsibility,
the Church will make fresh and fall proof of
the reality of her miesion. She will act, not
morely from the motive of promoting imperial
solidarity—though she will by no means spurn
this consideration, nor any other which affects
the well-being of men—but .she will find her
highest, her most inspiring, motivein the sense
of her mission, and out of gratitude to Him
‘Who bought her with His own blosd. And, so
gtriving to ¢ walk worthy of our high calling,”
we shall find in return the eorrective of our
own narrow and cramped individnalism, and
furnish before the eyes of men the strongest
evidence of the power of the Church, and will
make our English Christianity but thestronger.
For see what a witness would be flashed back
upon the Church at home: no longer would
nen, as with bated breath, assume the attitude
of defenders of a fort in which they have rallied
for a final resistance ; but we are in this acting
on the aggressive, and find in the manifesta-
tion of the life of tho Church the best evidence
of her truth, the best antidote to unbelief. And,
when we find men beginning to doubt, and in-
quire, ‘* Art Thou he that should come, or do
we look for another?” we may well ask ocur-
selves whother the notes of missionary self-sac-
rifico, are being exhibited to the werld, just as,
on some inhospitsble coast, the keeper of the
lighthouse might on a dark and stormy night,
when vessels are beat’ng up to make the har-
bour, look well to seo that his reflectors are
bright, and his lights clearly showing. Already
thoso at home have found that the best form of
Church defonce is not morely in a display of
dialectics or forensic skill, but in a live witness,
a living work. And this again, a3 a neces:zary
condition and expression of the new life, must
find expansion in the work beyond the ceas,
secking there its spiritual descendants, sceking
there the fulfiiment of the promise: **Instead
of thy tathers thou shalt have children, whom
thou mayest muke princes in all lands.”

These considerations, brothren, forbid mo to
agsume any apologetic attitude for appiying
these thoughts, in conclusion, to the needs of
ry own diocese. By a rule of this Cathedral,
the wisdom of which it does not require a se-
cond thought to recogaise, no ccliection is, ex.
cept on raroe occasions, made from the congre-
gation ; but none the less am I permitted to on-
deavoar to interest you speciaily in the work
of the diocese of Brisbane. And I may be ul-
lowed, in passing, to remark that outside the
cathedral, papers cun be handed to each one
whose interest ig sufficiently kindled to desire
further information, from which you may learn
the details of our needs and the means by
which you can, if you will, aid in supplying
them. Tho diocese of Brikbano is about two-
thirds of the Colony of Queensland, or about
goven iimes as large as Engluind and Wales,
The Church is entirely unendowed and depend-
ent upon the voluntary offerings ot the people,
who huve been much straitened by a severe
four-yeurs” drought which only broke at the
boginning of last year.” We need both men and
rmonoy. Althosgh twenty clergymen have
been added to the diccese within the last two-
and-a-half years, thereby increasing the num-
ber from thirty-three to fifty-three, we .at this
moment need twenty-two more; for, besides

vacant curacies there are still some fifteen or
sixteen large distriots in which there isno cler-
gyman of the Church of England. Think,
brethren, what that meéans as t6 the humbers

of those who are without ity consolations in
their hour of need. I am by no means ignor-
ing the effects of the smaller religious bodies,
but I have them in my mind, and substantially
they in no way affect the situation before us,
I bave known men gladly come fifty, sixty, and
even ono hundred miles across the rough bush
tracts in order to attend the services which I
have held in my visitation tours. But then
there are thousands within measureable reach
of whom it has been impossiblo for me to go,
But think what it means, not only as regards
the adults, but as to the number of little child-
ren who are growing up, often, as I know, not
only without any chance of public worship, but
also without the knowledge of God, withoat
being taught to say their prayers. My brethren,
is this the way in which the Church is to fulfil
her migsion? Ys this the way in which the
expansion of her work is to keep pace with
Colonial development? The Colony cannot
supply its own clergy. Listen to the words of
its leading journal in an article upon the Bish-
op's visit home. The leading article remarks:
“The time may come when the Colony may
produce its own clergymen, but that time is
apparently not yet within measurable distance.
Should a number of earnest religionists respond
to the Bishop’s invitation, they will cerlainly
confer an immense public benefit by their cf-
forts to raise the religious and moral tone of
our materialistic community.”” I desire, then,
to bring this whole matter before the face of
the Church, because I believe there are clergy
—earnest, true sons of the Cburch—who, when
they come to know all the real needs of this
rapidly increasing Colony, will not be slow 1o
offer themselves ; and I would venture respect-
fully to beg of parents and friends not to put
obstacles in the path of such, or seck to chill
the ardour of those who are fired wito a mis-
sionary zeal. Suceinctly, and in the fewest
words the appeal is put by a well.known
preacher to the members of the University of
Oxford. “It will not,” he says, “be hereaftor
matter of regret if you should resoive to devoto
yourselves to apostolic work in the dependen-
cies of this great Empire. Already a new
world has been created by the Colonial enter-
prise of England, No light privilege is it to
havo a hend in brilding up the moral life of
these new communities, no common honour
surely to belp to lay, side by side with their
free political institutions, the broad and doep
fou ndations of the Charch of God. Often snough,
it is little that can be done in an old country
where lifeis ruled by fixed and imperious tra-
ditions : much may done whore all is yet fluid
:ﬂmd whore the Church s not embarrassed by
influences which deaden and cramp her best
euergics at home.” Yes, and for this work, so
inspiring und so difficult, we noed the best men,
men who are deeply in earnest, devoted in their
lives, constructive in their teaching, and who
koow bow to turn the light of Christian ethics
on the rncial guestions and problems of the
times, Some such, I am thankful to say. Inow
reckon among our number ; for such men and
for the means of sending them forth, as well as
for the supply of other needs, I now earnestly
ask. Itis a question which the whole Church
must face, the work of looking beyond her
shores, and in the spirit of the words which we
aro concidering: ‘“Forget thine own people
and thy father's house; so shall the King have
plessuro in thy beauty ”; so willthe Church be
& truo mother-Church ; so shall her children
berealter arise and call her blessed; soshall she
rcap the fulfilment of that promise: ** Instead
of thy fathers, thou shalt have children whom-
thon mayest make princes in all lands.”

It costs more to revenge wrongs than to bear
them,



