
nIE, AAz -Mîs .?rQUARîAN

Wsîh foc leading sve filcd into thc roresi. AI] nature scestid
askeel. l'h.: br.inclic raitied, iînd the ttvigi crackted andi sa tiilbed
bencath our feet. NotIiing- clse Ibroke the silence, exciiit the
oceasional chir> of a siartleti squirrei, or the long-lrawnvi
',b<.oo0-oo-oo ", Oran owl. 'l'lie trc iîpae larger than uiual,

andi we faniciedtha îbîîhey took gliostly sh.î1 es. %Vu tranipedialuîiig inI
silence for liaif an liour, wlion ur le.idcr inîtimoneti s Lo stol)>. -'
coule near b)rook now%," Jue ,aid, 1' >*uu iake nuo noise outî kep Cye
on iie."

Advancing slowly andi cautiously ive soon reaciieti the ba2nk
[lien wu i:rcpt along on our l.înds and i kîes tili w~e came to a betul
in the streain. I lere Jot. bel-1 l) pis lianti to ciij.in silence. A
few yards furiber anid a wonderffui scelle was disclosed.

'l'it: streami sprua(l out on hotil side'. forming a shallow Pond
nle.rly a liistidredl yairds ini lengtli and îerbijstlirty inbIreadt1b. Ai
the lower end o ut is a rouglh dam wvas boult across the strcain hi
was singular ini shape, witiî the apex faicg the current. Nuar this,
witb thecir tops just slîowiîîg above the Ivater, coulti be se about a
dozen piles of brusb and diri. 'rbcse wcre tibe bos o f iie beavers.

'l'lie beavers wcre iete sure vinnugh andi bard at îvork. Tbey
secti to average about iwo fecet in length, wverc brown in colour,
in fact ainiosi ;&:u, nId co)veredth hiîbck fur. Tlicir hcatis %vert:
round, ficir cars very short anti Ibeir e-eýS Ver)' far Ljeart. Thei
miost striking ibing abiout a be.iver is bjs î.iil. 1 isa bout ten luches
long andi shai.i( s(mlk.iing like the 1bIMlet or a patddie. lt im not
covered witbi fur, but wvitb a thick, tiark-colured skin.

l' tail i% of great importance. Ile tjses i as a rutdecr when
swiniming, as a prop whlen sitting iip'îni land, and as a1 niallet when
building. I-le ulso signiaisdaigcr witlî h. by slaplinig il on tle water,
svlicn lie dives.

We noticed that the beavcrs werc excellent swinrners, and
ratber poor travelhers on landi. Their legs arc vcry short. This
makes thcem waddle along.

Sone of tbrn %verc on tic bank necar us cuiiing (or gnawing
ratdier) trces, andti lonting tbcrn down to, die damn. A couple of
l>cavcrs would select a sinall irc near the edge of the sîrcam. They
wsould sit on thcir baunclies, using their tails as props, and gnaw


