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ACCOUNT of a PHENOMEVON’ obfcrvcd upon tbe ISLAND of SUMATRAc

-

URII\G oy reﬁdencc on thc |ﬂ:mdt
“of §amatia‘in the Eaft indies, | had

occaﬁon to. o,bi'enre a’'phenomemon-fingu-

: Iar,I believe, -in its -Kind, an-account of

- of the Taldeft’ ‘man,

“which:may ‘not. pcrhaps be umntcrc(kng'

to; the curious. < - .-

In: :heq‘car 1773 thc S. E. or drj

year.

[B; William mrfdm, Efq 3 "

.monfoon fetiin abour. the middle of  June,
. and continued. wzth very- listle: mterm:ﬂion“'
il the month of March . in_ the following .

So ‘long ‘and ‘fevere a drought. had .

not-been c-penenced then in thé memory -

'I'ht: vcrdure of- thc

- Lmund was bufnt Bp, the trees were ﬁnp.‘.

laiicholy. -

pcd of their leaves, . the  fprings ©df "water =
" faiied; and the earth’ every wheite gaped in -
P 5, ﬁﬂ'urcs.« = o
- [ﬂhng in‘the night- :‘upphcd the deficie ncy"
~. of rain ;- but this:did: not* laft ‘long™;
- athick: foq, which rendcrcd-. ihe, ne:gh-.'
- bounng :hills invifible : for, month

For ‘fome-time "a copious dew -

toge- -

yet

,,-'
;-

tbc tide,; fome qmtc ahvc, others’ dymg, '
_butthe greateQt: part:quite:dead.- The-fith .
"thus found swere: not. of . one: bist vanous';
fpcc;es, ‘both: Jarges, agd :’mall ﬂat, ind o
round,’ ;he Car:fifh ail

nerally ‘moft . prcvalenr. < The’: :
were prodxgnous, and overfpread the; ﬂ'xore;,;
-5 sof thistL:

wsy fz:rther than L had 20 opp
makmg cnqmry. ~The: frfts - appe
was fudden 5 :but’ though the,_numb_, ,
mmnhed tbc :

‘upy in fome par 1 a
amomh, futmihmg t’he~mhabxtan‘

thery and nearly- ‘obfcured the- {un;inever

“iceafed to. hang over:the Jand, and add:a

gloom to t' 5 pml’pc& aIready but’ tooimes 7

: “fhe. 'Europeans on: the: coaft -

- fuffered extrcmely:.by Afcknéfiy: abcut the;' ‘
:- f - -

c:d by the nat:.
LERIOUS 3. fome: inferrin theico
‘Equal-pla ﬁbxlv__




