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ﬂfhnimhlc texture, are the most liable to be the
Victins of such enslavement,  And thus it is,
that You will often see the member of a family
'¢ moxst brilliant and the most loved go off into
pecdy destruction, while the stolid and the

Seliish ameng them kept the conunon way safely
i

tot to fortune., The creature that was
fennitive, impressible, and sympathising, but fot
{I¥oyr:

ably surrounded, retained impressions, which
?hQ More inditlerent never even felt; they festered
2 his soul, and they eonsumed, and they killed
1% There have been minds, which prosperity could
ot have damped; which obstacles could not
a¥e deterred ; which vice could not have cor-
Tupted ; minds that with faith and bravery could
"ve faced all outward and all moral evil; that
“:““m have come fresh from the darkest adver-
Sities, angd pure from the worst scepticism ‘and
€Zotism that infest the world ; that yet have
sank by Youthful perversion. - Persons there have
" who could have borne pain, who could have
Ungered, and  thirsted, gone bare-footed and
eheaded; who could have generously endured
¢ dnsolenee of office, the proud man's con-
UMely without admitting for an instant to their
elings o tajnt of envy or of hatred; who
ould haye quietly submitted to whatever came
:’“h.tlle hour, and paticntly waited for bet-
€ times; but of moral deformitics that had
Sy eaten into memory; of ungraceful and
Biholy images that got root too soon in the
Plastjc funcies; of contlicts and distractions that
Usettle their affections; of subtle discases from
w ginning enfecbling their moral sense: all
“e"‘kt‘ning, dividing, pulling down the loftiest
Mggles of the intellect—of these, they cannot
"IP themsclves: they are corded and chained
oy them—and the strongest in their grasp are
ofum as Sampson shorn of his might in the hands
the Philistines. But for such counteractions

A lights many minds might have been that
nb:;:lllone out in darkness? And, but for the
be ; 6 of cvils such as these, many minds would
. '8 darkuess, that now are lights forever to the
b:ﬂd' Luther's carly home was poor : had it
. D bad—what a change it might have bad
PO? hig destiny : instead of leading the Refor-
N Yon, he might have perished ns a drunken
Magogue, Lajimer's early home was likewise
:mlflei but of its lowly piety he gives affecting
e *criptions in his own rude but heart-sweet
N °Quence.  Had it been vicious, instead of dying
. Vorld-wide martyr, he might have dicd a
8¢ jester. Here then is a great lesson to

it "2, She it is who is most in the home: she
~18 Who is first with the child—-longest—last
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In what T have spoken—bricf though it be—
I have given a rolemin exhortation on woman's
influcnce, a subject about which there is much
vapid rhetorie, but little sound instruciion, The
pure, the reverential guardianship of childhocd,
that is especially given to woman; and than
that there is nothing more holy on carth, and
nothing more important.

The relation which home bears to the commu-
nity is so simple that it needs but slight allusion.
Home is the epitome of society; for society is
but an aggrezate of families. The individual is
formed in the small community of home for the
great community of the world. The need of
authority and the virtue of obedicnce is first
learned in home, and this is the greatest of social
lessons,  If individuals have cultivated in youth
babits of a gencrous obedience; they will not in
maturity regard an obtrusive sclf-will, cither as
dignity or independence; and they will temper
the loyalty of guod citizens with the amenity of
good Clristians,  And 8o, too, the fraternal spirit
of home will low out with the wider charitics of
life. If not utterly depraved, we are kind to our
brotliers and our sisters: their good qualities we
admire, and we do not look on their defects, but
with pity, If they are in want, we relieve them
if in pain, we soothe them: if they sin, we use
our best cfforts to recluim them; failing in our
efforts, we would never punish without mércy,-
and at the worst we lament, when we cannot
restore. If we would only carry this spirit into
all our eocial ethics, what grace it would give
to duty. Our deeds could not be in the bare letter
of formal precept, but in the genial affection of
family relationship ; and reverence, and brother-
hoad, and mercy would be the ties of the family-
compact,

But this is Home as Nature has made provision
for it, and as right culsure might render it. Tak-
ing things as they are, truth and reality demand
that we should view the subject from another
aspect, and this, also, we can do but partially.
We say not that numbers of existing homes do
not transcend in peace and happiness more than
it ever entered into our heart to conceive : but so
do, we fear, existing homes, or duellings rather,
as far transcend all wo can imagine,in disorder
and misery. The multitudes of the homcless are
enormous ; the multitudes are enormous, that are
worse than homeless,

Go through the dwellings or the streets of any
city. Behold the numbers of the neglected young
~whose existence concerns scarcely a living
heart ; whose infancy had no care; whose vices
caused 0O s0tTow ; whose depravity gave no
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