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depaitures from the principle of rightl, which go under the name
of reasons'of state ;" and »vbich tend, by their pernicious exam-
ple, to denoraliza nian, ,rad to disorganize society.

Ni: state ought to exist, that sets Providence aside,,and openly
disregards divine thiigs, or acts so os to subvert divine truths.
M\lan cainiot war against Go4, and God must riule over the king-
clons of' men. Those that % ill not be the *bjîts of his swy,
niust he the objcck of his vengeance. A nd suci nations as 'Pro je
fhenselves not the fit instrumult, far promoting his moral G(,vcrn-
ment of the uor!d, 1 *u>t expect to he broken up, so sooi as they
have effected those temporal ob)ject., for Li uich Providence nay
have suifered them for a Lime to continue: which anongst others,
ny possibly have been, the infliction of- punishnent ons other
guilty nations, whi nay demand for tiem a niomentatry,display
of ptoer ; or against the open manifestation of their own profli-
gacy, ta the clearer justification ci the ways of God in his deal-
ings with ien.
. I should not have dwelt so long upon so.plain a proposition, as

that, wlich aîffirms it to be the duty of the Sovereign to provide a
ihue religion for his people,' but that, srnoe as it may appear, it
is a miaxim, which langs but loosely upon the minds of many at
the present day: nay, eveni he cont rary position is openly main-
tained by sone, not only those vhio are avowed enemies ta a reli-
gious etablishment altogether, bt by same w% ho maintain its law-
fuisnes and its necessity, upon grounds both of public duty ar d of
religio.ý-s obligations.

But withi respect ta the latter ciass, those wlo admit the lawful-
ness and necessity of an Establishment, the niatter becomes a
subjeel of weighty consideration indeed. Error among these, on
e essential a pointas Lhat vithi which we are concerned, is an
enemy within the camp. This is, in the P5almist's language, my
own famihiar, friend, wliose precious balins mut naot be allowed ta
break my head.

It is urged, that if rcligion be the proper concern of the Civil
RuLer, tiere is nothing tu prevent it in that case from devolvirg
upon him entirely, so that the cace of souls should cone within
bis immediate lirovince. And, in tie next place, it is contended,
tiat there can bo nothing Lu prevent hiii fromI feling himself au-
·thorised ta impose upon his peopfle wlatever rehigion ie might
thinksproper ta prescribe. And thus, it is said, the Civil Iuler
may consider himseli empowered, not tu assume the spiritual
functiolns, but, for the propagation of that religion which le deems
tu be truc, to exercise a spiritual dominion over the consciences of

his subjects.
But, the very religion, which the Ruiler is bound ta support,-

Ispeak here of' the Chritian Ruler of course, with no other bave

we any cuncern--tiat vcry rdigion dehars him from the assump-


