Joxe 8, 1877

3

" SRITISH AMERICAN PRESSBYTERIAN

P e e

Ouy Aourg Holks,

A
The Boys.

apoys wiil be boys”—but uot for long:
A, could we bear alout us

qhis thouglt-~How vory soon our buys
wiil learn to do withont us;

Haw soon but tall, doep-volced men
Will gravely oall us* Mother,”

Or wo be strotebing ermpty hunds
From thie world to the other;

Moro gently should we oude the noise,
And when night queils the racket,

gtiteh ip but loving thonghts aud prayors
While ruonding pants and jacket!

A Rapid Travellor.

Last night I locked ont of my window,
and I saw o geenl tiavollor, It had travel-
1ed vory fast, fastor_than the steam-cars,
fastor than the winds, faster than tho mes-
ga; Rashes along tho tolegraph wires. It
hod been fravelling almost 200,000 miles
avery second for many, many years, and it
had jnst reached me, COan you think what
it was? Just a ray of light whioh loft the
north star nearly ity yenrs ngol Think
how far off it must be from us, when it
takes no long for such a fast traveller to
come from thore.

The Stream to the Mill.

#1 potice,” said the atream to the mill,
« that you grind beans as woll and as cheor-
fally a8 fine wheat."”

«Oortainly,” olacked tho mill; * what
am I for but to grind? and so Tong as I
work, what does it signify to me what the
work is? My business is to serve my mns-
tor, and I am not a whit more useful when
I twn out fne dour than when I make the
oconsest meal. My honor is nof in doing
fino work, but in performing any that comes,
as well a8 I oan.”

That is just what boys and girlsought to
do—do whatever oomes in their way as
weil ag possible, and those who act o are
sre to got along nicely— Children's
Friend.

Considerate Bears.

A gentleman wag once making inquiries
in Russia abont the method of catohing
beats in that country. He was told that
{0 entrap them a pit was dug several fee!
deop, and after covering it over with turf,
loaves, otc., somo food was placed on top.
The bear, if terapted by the bait, easily fe
into the enare. ‘' But,” he added, ¢ if four
or five got together, they all got out again.”

 ow is that 2" acked the gentleman,

« They form o sort of Iadder by stepping
on each other's shoulders, and thus make
their escape.”

" l?lnt how

“Ah| these bears, though not porsessing
amind and sonl suoh as God has given ue,
yot oan feol gratitude; and they won't for-
gat the one who has besn the ohief moans
of procuring their liberty. Boesmpering off,
they bring the branch of a tree, w ioh they
it down to thelr poor brother, enabling
him speedily tojoin in the freedom in which
they rejoice.”

Seneiblo bears, we should eay, are agreat
deal better than some people we hear about,
who never help anybody but themselves.—
The Qarrier Dove.

Truthful and Obedient.

# Oharley ! Charley 1" .

Olear and sweet the voice xang ont over
ke eommon.

« That's mother,” oried one of the boys,
instantly throwing down his bat, and pick-
ing up his oap and jacket.

“Don't go yet 1" * have it out " ¢ Juask
finish the gawel" oried the players, in
noisy chorus.

T mueb go, right off this minnte—I told
mother I'd come whenever she called.”

«Make believe you didn’t hear?” they
exclsimed.

¢« But I did hear.”

 8he'll never know you did."

«Bat I know it, and—"

#Teb him go,” said a byatender. You
ean do mothing with him., Ho is ted to
his mother's apron-strings.””

# Yes," said Obarley, ** and there is where
svery boy ought to be tied; and in & haxd
knot, t00.”

« But I would’nt be such a baby torun
the minute she called,” said one.

«Y don't eall it babyish o keep one's
word,” ssid the obedient boy, & beautifal
light glowing inhis eyes, * oall it manly
for & fellow 0 keep his word with
mother ; and if ke doesn't keep his word
mg’r. you ses if he keeps it to any one

does the hoitom one get

Hullding Without a Plan.

‘Walter, on his way to sohool, stopped in
tront of » lot -whioh seemed to be graded
for building, just s a load of lambex was
being deposited upon the spot.

4 What are you goin% 1o build here, Mr.
Graosy " asked he of the builder, who was
standing by.

“1 am going fo pul up » building,

alter.

“"‘, 'Whnt Xind of a building is it fo be,
m 1]

«T Jon't oxactly know yet.”

#Arg you going to build & barn.”

‘:Dont know yet, Walter, what it is to

0.”

“ Well, that is queer, Mr, Gracey. How
do you know you have brought the right
lnmber if you don's know what you are
going to build 2"

Tf M. Gracey was in earnest with Wal-
fer, he must have been a very foolieh
builder. And yet thers are niany young
ﬁeople who are getting ready fo build just

ke Mr. Graosy. They grow up without
any aim, forming habits without any model,
and so have in after-life but & mass of bad
habits, and & record of wasted o portani.

ties. Have an aim, and work har to reaeh
it, Never build with-ut & plan.

We m told t‘ho 'otém wh’ro.n‘l the :gh
orop of the grea on of the
migdu Shg. ilPlhblo ntg serious injury
huwud. and that the p t is shere
will be an overabundant yield.

Sriuth Fchool Teachee,
TNTERNATIONAL LE3SON.

LESKON XXIV.

Jupe T, ) THE GAPTIVITY OF ISRACL. | Sl o5
CoMMrT To WEMoRY va, 18, 14, 18,
PaRALLEL Paasaurs,—Hoses xill. 163
Dg, ov. 86-87,
BorreTuRK READINGS,~ With ¢. 6, road 1
Ohron. v. 28; with v. 7, read Ex. xx. 2, 3 ;
with v. 8, read Lov. xvili. 26; withv. 9,
rond 2 Kings xviii. 8, with v. 10, read
Deut. vil. 5; with v. 11, read Hosos ii. 183
with v. 12, read Deunt. iv, 19; with v. 13,
voad Ten. ii. 123 with v. 14, read Dout. x.
16; with v, 15, rend 1 King: xvi, 183 with
v. 16, read 1 Kings xii. 28; with v. 17,
road 2 Kings xvi. 8; and with v. 18, read
1 Kinys x1. 18, 32.
Thk PuplLa sHouLd IDENTIFY Hoshen,
Israel, Pharaoh, Judah; tho Modes ; and
aleo Assyris, Sawmszia, Halab, Habor, Go-
zan, Egyph
GorpEy TEXT.—Because they obeyed not
tho voice of the Lord their God.~2 Kings
xviil, 12.
CentRaL TroTm—God forealtes those
who forsnke him.
Tho warninge and reproofs given to Te-
rael, which ws have gtudied ia previous
lossond, propare us for tho national ruin
desoribed in the present, Tho oponing
voraos detail the immediato means by
whioh it oame about. In tho reign of Ahaz
in Judal, Hoshen reached tho throne of
Tornael, by tho trencherous murder of Pekah
$2 Kings xv. 10), and held it nine years
v.1). His yeign was wicked (verse 2).
Shalmanoser, of Aesyris, atiacked him and
put him under tribute, here oalied giving
ap!esents." (8ee the ocorrect margin).
oshen tried to get Egypt's aid to throw
off thiz yoke,and the atlempt became
known to Assyria (verse 4). To withold
the tribute of course was rabellion by a
vassal, and was resented, This poooad in.
vasion was about 728 B. 0., and included
all the 1and 3 the former inciuded only the
norihern part of it. Samaria stood = siege
of three years. (See 2 Kings xviil. 9, 10.)

The king who began the siege did not
finish it, a8 is known from ancient history }
but ¢ the king of Aesyria * (verse 6), anoths
or, however (it is not implied that ke was
tho samo), took it in the ninth yeer of
Hoshea. 'The oxaobness of Soripture is hora
remarkable (sea 2 Kings xviil. 10). The
Oanon of Plolemy makes this year B, C.
721, a8 does the Hebrew record.

1. The Captivity (verse 6), The time
and mauner of the onrrying away are not
detailed, only the faot. From theresearoh-
o8 of Rawllneon, it appears that at first the
chief of the people only were removed, and
the fribute was continued on the rest, but
later, probsbly to punish rebellion, or xe.
fusal to pay it, the rest wero removed, and
(in this the researchos support the Sorip-
ture) ho seitled strangers from Arabia.
Asayris thon inoluded Mesopotamia, Media,
and Babylon, and the rogion to which the
captives wexe carried ig desoribed by the
anoient names, and is identified with the
country about the Ehabour, to which fre.
quent reference is made in aneient inscrig-
tions. The Medes had been oconquered,
and probably, after the fashion of the time,
removed also, and some of their empty ter
ritory was filled with Israelites, ¥or pro.
phecies fulfilled in tho ruin of Samaris, the
Enpil may refer to Hos. x. 7; Isa. xxviii,

-6; Hos, x. 14; Mio, i, 6, The oity's
strength is shown by the length of its xe.
sistance. Gozan, Halah and Habor are
mentioned together in & Kings xviil, 11,
and in 1 Chron. v, 26,

IX. The causesof this calamity. * And
it was 8o because " (verse 7), in whioh iz 8
general statement of tho guilt of Iarael, in
apostatizing from the God who delivered
their fathers, to other gods. Their cup of
iniquity was fall. Their sin was all the
greator becauso of the national blessings,
of whioh the deliveranee from Egypt was
the beginning.

Partioular sing are npecified,
8 onward.

(@) They adopted heathen worship, for
which their predecessors had been cast oul,
and they followed their kings in idolatry.
(Bee Deut. ix. 5.)

(b) They* did secretly,” ete., or diszem-
bled, pretending to worsnip God when they
did not—s common sin still, renewed
when men *go to churoh” for fashion,
oredit, pleasure, or hope of indireot gain, or
$0 bo like their neighbors. God looketh on
the heaxt.

(0) They disregarded the one cenlral

lace of divinsly appointed worship

which was fit when the worship of one

from verse

is | God was being set up a3 againat polytheism),

and set up * high places,’ in the form of
shrines, where thoy pleased (seo 1 Kings
xiv. 28), and for the number of them see
Esxek. xvi, 24. (S0 in Roman Oatholie
]ands one meeis images, pictures ox oruci-
fizes in every prominent or pioturesque
spot, and as of old, ainted in bright eolors,

zok. xvi. 16) The last clause of the
verse is a ocolloguialism to desoribe the
commonness of the onstom, Every place,
from the meanest hut fo the largest oity,
bnd them. (See Cbron. xxvi, 10 aud xxviis
4.

)(d) They adopted image-worship, con-
trary to the second commandment, and set
up * groves* (not a wood or foreat; see &
Kings xxiii, 6), probably the sacred sym-
bolio tree of the Assyrians, in oarved wood,
with images (2 Ohron. xxxiil. 19). Qideon
assalled this (Judges vi. 25-81), and it died
ont for & $ime. 1t was forbidden (Ex. xxziv.
18), That it does not mean growing trees
appears from under every green tree,’—
favorite places for jmage-worship.

(¢) Their modes of worship were con-
formed lo the Leathen, in the burning of
jnoense—an ancient and widespread form
of worship. Fragrant rosins of various
kinds aro meant, All this was againt ex-
ptees prohibition (verse 12).

(f) They did all this agamnst waraing, re-
buke and entreaty, ofton renewed and ad-
dressed to both Judah and Isrzel. It will
be found a good exercite to colleot the
names of the * prophets " and ¥ seers’
mentioned, from Abijab (1 Kings xiv. 2)
downwsard, The * burden” of rophatic
utterance was Juch {he aame as the oall of
$he gospel {0 men now, namely, {0 repente
anoe, conversion, faith,

and faithiul follow«
ing of theLiord, (See Amoav. 4-165, ot Inae

i.16-20.) Tho waning aggravated thelr
#in, for

ig) T'hey peraisted ohstinately in it, ns
therr fathers did nil too olten gsoo Ex, xexil.
9, and Dent. xxxi. 27); and the root of all
the ovil in both enses was the same—"' did
wot boliova™ (a0 Heb, fil. 10) “iothe Lord
thair Gold " (verso 14.)

Tho comso of apoatasy i3 onward aud
Jownward. Slavich imltations of heathen
worship followed, copying the very sms fox
whiok thelr predec sors woro driven from
the Iand. Not in onething ouly, bnt in all
the commandments of God did they trana-
gross (verra 16}, multiplied molten {raages,
adopicd the Assyrian idol, ealled 8 grove *
(verso 16), worahipped the honvenly bodiss
and adorcd Basl, Doepor rtill they des-
oended, till their ohildren wors barned in
hokor of Molueh, aileged to be a hollow
figure of brass, When God i8 forasken in
Judea or America, somo_substitute for His
word must be found. Xounce sugnrs, fox-
tunéd-tollors, sorcerers, nocromancere, £pivi.
tunlists, como inko fashion, This isa tinth
thnt onght not to be forgotten. When men
loave the frue God, thoy do not long con-
tinue withont @ god. Thoy set up a false
god. Men foel thomselves to be too woak
fo stand alone. And when they disenrd
the DBible, porhaps calling tho beliof of it
# guperatition,” it is commonly to beoomo
Jater tho siaves of some invention of men.
At longth the oup of iniquity was fall, Ts-
rael {i. e., the ten tribes ox porthern king-
dom) was onrried away as above stated,
and nolwithstandiog many ingenious
guosaos, their place and descondantsremain
unknown to this day. They forgot Gtod.
Thoy are *the lost tribes”” Less sinfal
Judah remained longer fres, and novor los
its identity as the pecple of God.

THE LESIONS FOR US.
{1.) It ie with God we hiave to do, He is
a joalons God. He requiresfidelity to im-
self in worship. If he has a rightWP be
gerved, hie has a right also to fix theform of
gervice,

(2.) Men do not stop with single sins.
They wax worse snd worse. 8o Israel,
Whove God is forgotten, the devilis follow.
#d, and he hurries his violims down a slesp

1a00,

P (8.) National sins bring national ruin ;
for nations do not exist as such, as men
do, to be punished in the noxt life. If
o with Israel, much more with ordinary

people.

(4) Yet God is
only strikes when
an evil,

(5.) He oan find sven in ambitious and
golfish mon the means of exeeuting
his jndgments, withont approving theiv
pride. (Soe Isaish x. 5, 1)

SUGGESTIVE TOPICS.

The doom of tho ten tribes—how exseut.
ed—whon—in whnt mannev—whithor ear-
tiod—the gronnds of it—tho great original
error—how it defented its ends—the suc-
ocoeding transgressions—forms of idolatry—
ornoltics in worship—the divine warnings—
how sent—the substitutes foxr God's word—
the contrast betweon them and Judah—the
fessops to us,

In Duty's Path.

An English Sunday-sohool paper has the
following on the importance of faith.
falness to the work God has given us:

In the backwoods of Indiana there lived
a pioneer mother and her family. They
hiad hewed themselves a place in the wilder.
noss, sad thers they were making them.
selvos a home. The nation knew not what
that mother was doing, and she knew
nothing of what was passing in the great
world ontside. Sbe only knew she was do-
ing her present duly. Thoreshe lived year
after year, unknown and unappreociated,
and wholly unconsvious of what she was
doipg. She brought up her soun o habits
of industry and integrity, never suspeoling
what was in storo for him, or what history
wonld eay of her. There, in obsourity, she
propared him to lead the nation through a
civil war. But who will now eay that the
mother of Abraham Lincoln, in her log:
oabin, obsoure and unconsoious, did not do
the country & service as real and as vala-
able as that of any man that ever drow the
gword in battle, or ever mude & upeech in
Parliament? Had sheboen less faithful in
her oabin home, there would have been less
fidelity in the White House. The mother
of Queen Vigtoris has often been praised
for so catefully trainingher daughter, She
expacted her daughier would be a queen,
and she trained hov for the position and its
duties. How muoh moro honor is due to
the **Queen of the Baokwoods,” who,
withons suspecting to what her son would
be oalled, or how the eyes of the fature
would be turned to her simple home, yet
itted that son for his lofty oalling. 8o
wall did she prepare him, that, when the
emergency oamse, it found the man ready
‘?iﬁ;g for the work his country required
o .

Every mother’s work may net be made
a8 publxe as this, but every xaolher’s work
is just ss vilal. Her work may be real
servies” none the less, besause never pub-
lished to the world. If every father and
mother did faithful service, there would be
little neod of soldiers, If those in private
stations were all trae, failures in publio
life wonld be rare and ocould do little
barm. If those in private stations are un-
lougd, fidelity in publio place ean do little

cod.
§ The workers in Sunday-sohools have a
liko responsibility. The nalion’s future
depends really moro on them than on those
that make $he laws, They ean do more
for tho country than Parliament oau. The
world may never Juow what they have
done, but the world will be blessed by their
work, none the less. Thobest work isdono
in obscurity, The grandost work is that
wherein © the loft hand never knows what
the right hand has done,” The work is
done in seoret, but tested in publie. Wheu

our goholars go out into the world, and
guttle with temptation, it will then be
shown whether your work has been well
done or mot. As you toach your class from
Sanday to Sanday, you may ask yourself
often, ** What good wiltitdo ?” But if you
oan make & dozen raen and women better,
as you oertainl will if you are faithfal,
wihe good it will do” is very easy to be
geen, but not easy to bs measured; for no

ationt, nses moans, and
is forbearanoce would be

one oan messure the foros of s dozen
sireams of purified life, sent out among
men.

The Upbuilding of tho Splritual Life

Pha soholar Laving buen brought to
Ohrist, and led to trust in Him alone for
sulvation, and yisld himself np o Iim as
his Tord—tho Lord of hls willand of his way
—a vory hupoitaal question axiscs an fo
how ho ghonld be froated by his feacher.
H+ having booa uged of God to his conyver.
sion, will bave au intorest in him such a3
nono other can fool. Ho s by this bronght
into tho closest possible spiritual relations
with him, ‘The scholar has become, to use
Daula phrase, s  Son wn the Faith.!
And this suggosta the dutios thet now de
volve apon him—duiics in advance of any
yot porformed by him. He wasa sinner
beforo, he Is s saint now. He_was ontaide
tho kingdom before, ho Is faside now, anl
under obligativns to liva a life bocoming
the gospel of Christ. His azosptance of
Olirist ns tho Saviour from sin is but the
begioning of the Christian lifo, the enhianeo
upon it, the first step of if, not the ond of
it, n8 mauy soem to thinlk, Theo lifo re~
celved is instrumentally to ba builb up, to
be nourished, and its powers developed,
and the teacher 18 to gird himuelf to this
duty, Fio mey bo nssisted in it by parent
or pastor. but only assisted, for ho oannot
withont the xudesi violonce retirs {rom Lis
gpiritual relations, or break away from the
position of power in which God has placod
him. He must hold the first placo in the
gohiolar’s rogard, and ho must uso it for the
upbnilding of bis spiritual life.

But how shall ho do this?

Wo answer first of all by fellowship.
The toncher is to take the soholar to his
hoatt, and enfold him in the mauntle of
his sympathy,sud give him to feel that
one, at lonet, oares for him and has a deep
interest in his welfaro, Ha is to surround
him, a8 muoh ag it is in his power, with a
warm stmosphere—an atmosphere of love;
ho is to impart to him the reslization that
he is not aloue, hut that he belongsto &
family—iho household of fatth. And this
is not & matter of emall importance; it is
rather one of the greatestimportance, one of
mighty and far-reaching influonce. How
many bright and hopeful Sanday-school
soholars have been chilled to death without
{his, and have at length dropped off from
the olass and the churoh, and every good
association? JHow many? These first
days and weeka and monihs of Christian
life, when the batile with sin is a new and
unaconstomed fight, are to bo cheered, and
strengthened and upheld by a living, lov-
ing followship. This is one of the first
conditions of the spiritual life. TFor as the
early morning hours of the Cbristian de.
{ermine the oharacter of the day, so these
enrly days of Christian experienco deter-
mino the character of $he young convert's
afterlife. They stamp it with tho impres-
sions it will always afterwards boar.

Phe pecond thing required in tho teacher
i8 a watlchful oversight. He must shep-
hordhis sheep. He, of course, knows some-
thiug of his teraporment, and of his cireum.
stances, and of his temptations. Iu his pre.
vious life and character hohas tho koy to un-
look ke groat possibilition of bis future, both
bright and dsrk, And he is full of anxiely
fo guard him against the devioos of the
devil on the one hand, and to lead him into
tho green pastures of holiness and happi-
ness on the other. His relation to him ne-
occasitates this, See how the hortienlturist
deals with his planis! e prepares a pro-
per goil, he provides an atmosphere of &
cortain tomperature, ke placks out the
weeds and destroys the insects that are
wonb to infest thers, that they may grow
lnxurisutly and bloom abundanily snd
puantify the garden or the home. And
suoh attention do the souls of young be-
ljevers require. Surely we wounld notallow
plants to be betler cultured than immortal
gonls! And yet, alas! they often are. The
woods of sin are permitted sometimes to
entanglo them and ohoke them, the inseols
of doubt are allowed to prey upon the life,
or & chilly atmosphere is suffered to doprees
the spirit and dumﬁ its joyous and bound-
ing enthusinsm, How many things arise
to intorfore with tho free action f God's
8pirit in the soul! Now, the teacher, like
a faithful friend, will keep watch against
these as he is able, and stir up the scholar
to intelligent aud wise action. Young be-
lievers are fiercely tempted, and what is
more, frequently temptad—their templa-
tions abound. Lot this fact be fally recog-
nized. How shall the teacher come at his
geeuliar tetnptations? No bettex plan oan

o adopted than that employed by Martin
Luther in his visitation of the sick; he was
acoustomed to ask: '‘Have you any
temptation 2’ and finding it out, aﬁply
suitable words of promise to the soul. How
shall the teacher deal with his doubts?
Thomas Oarlyle suggests a valuable eon-
sideration. He says: *No error is fully
confated till we have seen not only that
it ic an error, but Aow if beoame one.”
Every Christian knows /ow doubts arise,
how they grow to strength, and also how
they are exorcised by the magic toueh of
the Word of God. How shall the teacher
inerease the love of his heart when it has
grownoold? By presenting Chrisi in all
his attractive swestness an ace. The
more oleatly Ohrist is seen and apprekend-
od by the sounl, the warmer the heartgrows,
and then love flows ot to all avound.  This
eare and oultnre, reaching out o and com-
paseing all the diffioulties and discourage-
ments of the new life, is a service urgently
onlled for, and always blest to tho soul.

The third thing required in the teachor is
to give an introduction to work for Christ.
Tho sooner this is done the beiter. Yot
thereis to bo a fitness for the work he is
asked to undertake, It must be suoh ashe
is able for and oan do. Lo} tho ¢first
works” b tho ensiest, as, for inatance, the
distribution of tracts, acking others to re-
ligious mestings, eto, Quiet work will
exorcise all his graces of prayer, faith, love,
oourage, ete., without exposing hun {o the
danger that comes of ostentations service.
There must be some kind of work engaged
in to keep tho sonl in a healthy and vigor-
ous condition, elss it will soon be cumbered
and opptessed with dicease. But let him
be sure strongly to dissuade the young dis
ciple from spoaking of what he does, t2 im-
press on him constantly that word of & ser-
tain heathen: ¢ Talk not of a good life,
but let thy life speak.” 'This will conserve
hie energy, aud oause it to eventuate more

xi in aotion. Many get into the habit
of talking of work, aud soon iinagine, be-

— putnteenpurtdutpetapmtagoangerasey

cansa they have talked of i, that it isdone,
Tlis oautlon 18 given by Dr, John Owenin
referencoto talk, nud ix of wide applieation,
Ho says: * Have n osro that your bhesd
in motion and your tongue in talk do not
soon empty your hearb of trath, Wo aro
apt to lay ip . our heads by uobions and
bring tv forth Iu talk, snd not Jet 1t bo in
our lifs, and this woakens spiritual life
groatly,” Xvery ocbserver ob men hus
noticsd this agatn and again, Ase fitliong
him for work, ho will bo encouraged to be
istant in prayer, and as & ¢ new-born bate

to dosire the sinoore milk of tho word tiat

ac may grow theivby.” The relation of
thie to the apbuilding of thw spiriual life is

of vast importance, and oxnnot b dismissed

with & word; they dvmsnd a larger cou-

stderation, whiou for the vresent we oxuno$

vuter upou.  \Work for Gursst oulls for tho

word ot Coast. And as that grand old

Puritau, Fvomas Brooks, has it: ¢ Seal

opportuui os Aro Worth more tuan & thoas:

aud world.; meroy 18 In them, grace and

glory aro 1a them, heaven and vleruity 1o

10 $aem,” — Rev. Jo 4. Ko Dichron, Toronto,

in 8, S, World.

= Dont’t Talk to the Man at the Wheel. -

Those words aro painted in Jargo lettcrs
whors vveiyons who waiks the dook enany
stoaraer of & great Atlantie lino oan yead
thom. Thoy mosn sometuiny. Tuorswenn
tuat the man who holds the nohutot agroat
ship must give his oyes, onrs »nd thoughts
to _tho worlkt asstgnod tiam, He must be
quiok to hear, quick io undersiand, and
quok to aos, for through him the captain
govorns tho vesscl, When th= lesson boll
taps, evory toacher {akes the wheol. Groat
interosts aro st onocs dependent upon his
watohfulness and wisdom. ‘Through him
the Master directs a olugs, The waters
may be davgorous, and his fall thought
sbould bo upon the work. Thoro ave
gohools in whioh a pleeard, ** D.n't Talk to
the Man at the Whee'" might well be put
over cach olass. We have now in mind
suoh a schoo), and there are huudreds like
15, Its teachers aro mo sooner fairly ab
work than the librarian comes for the re-
turned books. While the steersman’s at-
tention s taken with him, the olass (vessel)
rans wild or is caught aback. No sooner
are things again under way than the penny
collector comes round, and there is further
interraption. Then the new books are
brought on, the papers are distributed, ele.,
oto, 6to. Continual interruptions hinder
the work of the teacher by taking not only
his attention, but that of the scholars, fromn
the lesson, A littlo ocare and planning in
advanoce will leave forty minutes in an hoar
for undisturbed teaching. The books,
papers and primers can be looked after be-
fore or after this hour. We resommend
sohools whioh have not already dons so to
try the plau of ** No Talking to the Man at
tho Wheel.”

‘Winning a Soul.

A Ohristian wmsan, deoply dovoted, and
wise to win soule, made it a rule to speak
{o some ono unconverted porson every day
on the subject of his soul's salvation. One
night ns e was about retiring to rest, he
bothought himself that he had not falfilled
his vow that day. He immediately put
on his nitire and prepared to go in qnest of
a soul. Bui where should he go? was
the question, He ooncluded to make
a visit to a grooor with whom he was
in the habit of {rading, He found him
engaged in olosing up his store. When
the errand of his customer was made
known he was surprised, He said all soris
of Ohristian people traded with him,
Moethodists, Episcopalians, Presbyterians,
Baptiste, eto., butno one had ever spoken
to him about his goul. The night vieit of
his onstomer and his earnest pleadings
made such an impression upon Yis mind
that it led to his speedy conversion.
Reader, go thon and do likewise. Thero
are many souls that sit in darkness wait.
ing for life from above, Oan you not lead
some of them to seo the light of life ?

The Penitent Thief.

Now that is what that thief dil. Just
look at him. In the morning condemned,
in the evening in paradise with God; in
the morning cursing, in the evening einging
hallelujahs to God ; in the morning in com-
pany with thieves, in the evening in com-
pany with God ; in the morning with his
hands dripping with his fellow-creature's
blood ; in the evening drenched with the
saving blood of the Lamb. Arm and arm
with Ohrist he walked down the erystal
pavement of heaven, H) asked for meroy,
and he got it. If you ask for it, you can
have it now. Will you be like that unbe-
lisving thief, or will yon acorpt His gif as
aid the other thief, and not let prejudice
keep you from Chrisk? A prominent
man aid yesterday, going out of the
city, that ¢ rather than be converted in
the Tabernacle he would go down to hell
with full sail and colors all flying.” Well,
if you wounld rather be loat you oan,
Ohoose this day which you will serve—God

or the devil. ~Which side will
iou be on? Will you take your eide
y that repentant thief, or the other?®

Will you take Christ as your Baviour, a8
your Redesmer, or will you rejoot Him to-
night? May God bring hundreds to a de-
cision, aud now.—D. L. Moody.

An Old Curse.

Drunkenness and its attendant evils are
by no means confined to onr own day and
age, or the use of distilled liquora. Bays
Dr. Eadie:
« Bphesus was a comamoeroinl fown and &
busy seaport, and its wealth led to exces-
sive lnxary, and Bacochus was the rival of
Diana. The women of Epheaus, as the
Rﬁestesses of Bacchur, danocsd axound Mark

nthony's chariot on his entrance into the
oity. Drunkenness was indeed an epide-
mie. Alexander the Great, who died a
anorifios to Baochus, and not to Mars, of-
fored a prize to him who oounld drink the
most wine, and thirty of the rivals died in
the aet of competition. Plato bossts of the
jmmense quantity of liquor that Boorates
conld awill uninjured; and the philosopher
Xenoorates got & golden crown 02
Dionysina for awallowing a gallon at a

|

dmxiht. Cato often loat his sennes over
his ohoies Falernian wine.”



