4
SRR

British Qmevienn Lreshyterian,
TR BAT B rj::j_?;"ro‘no“n M

AFon THENS, 870., 88K EIOHTE PAGE.
‘aiiiCe BLACKEYT RUNINSONTTSW 1
b I ‘A IJIRdilorfand  Propristor.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

tters and artioles intondod for the ness issue
lmlld be in the hands of the Editor not l‘acor
:hsn Tuseday morning. 222 - I - i
comiuilontions most bs Accompanied by the
writer's name, othorwise they wiil not b'e :;:Exﬁekd’
o8 nOt Aocepted Will bo returned, if, a
mﬁf ‘t‘ﬂv are sent, E roquoest is muade t0 thas affect,
end suflofont postage stamps sre enclosed, Mui-
usoripte not s> acoompanled will not be proservod.
and subsoquent raquests for their return csnnot
be sompliod with.

-

OUR “GEN ERAL AGENT.

ARLNS NIcOL, fisuorul Agsnt for \he
1’:¥gn(¥=mm. {3 now in Wester Outsrio pnshing
the inerests of this Jowrnkl. We commond him
to the best ofilcas of ministers and paople. Any
asslstanca raudared him in hig work will be taken
by us as a perional kinduess.

Rritish Imericy Lresbyterian,
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1870.

Mg, Froupe, the distingunished Bnglish
historian has been delighling the people of
ths Metrapolis cf Scotland with a lcolure
upon {lie landed gentry. Cousiderable dix.
oussion has arisen from it. There is not
much toadyiem in the lesture, while iy
proved so couservative as ecrlainly not to
promico much in the ‘way of a civil revolu.
tion.

ST ———

Tae Sabbath School Instilnte held in
this City hias proved a great success,# The
style of Dr. Vincent is aitractive. The
subject maller is all important away from
the eduoational infinence of the Institute.
In the matter of training and benefiting
teachers, it Is of vast consequence by bring.
ing to light the great numbers who are in.
terested in the work of Sabhath Sshools.
The meelings have been decidedly interesl.
ing, and rmoust do much to advanes the
eauge of Bibiical instruotion.

| et rar— s e}

AN Interestiug oase of mutual eligibility
has ocourced in Orkney, Scolland, The
songregation of & parish oharch has
given an unanimous oall to & minister
of the United Preabyierian Church., We
are not informed as to whether the call
in likely o be ncoepied. Should it be me.
oepted, it will bs an important atep to.
wards the anifioation of jthe, Presbyterian
Churohes of Sootland. At the sams time
the sepect of things must {have: greatly
ebanyed fo allow]a voluntary fo aceept of an
sndowment,

Ox Monday evening & number of ’the
friends of Temperance met in the Temper.
snse Hall to eonsider the propriety of sub-
mitting the Dunkin Aet to the voters of
Toronto. Lettors from upwards of a
doxen elergymen were read, exensing their
absenes, on secount of other engagaments,
Bome of these thought the time had notyet
oome for taking suoch a desided step, while
others promised enthusiastic support to the
earrying of the Duankin Aet, were it the
mind of the meetivs to precipitats action
upon the matier, Tho meetings in Shafts.
bury Hall and Kuox Church interfered no
doubt with the attend at Temperancs
Hall. The meeting howsver though not
Inrge was infinential, and will 30 much in

reparing the way for stepc being taken
zp;xthe direction indicated as wae shown by

the resolution passed to canvass olestors as

to how they would vote in the event of the

Dunkin Act being snbmitted.
cpr———

Rav. Charles Clarke has afforded our

eitizens a great deal of pleasant amusement
and solid instruetion by his invaluable
leciures and sermons. His leotars on the
Tower of Londcn was quite a masterpiece,
and was certainly worthy of the large num.
ber drawn together to hear it, and of the
7aluable historical sabjects which the
leoturer undertook to portray and ilinstrate.
‘We felt that Mr. Clarke was doirg an im.
porta: ¢ work by giving soli1 instruction in
the ehepe of amnsicg and recreative leo.
{ures. Hin elocution is almrst too perfect.
Mr. Clarke by every retiin and word
reveals art instead of councealing zt. We
desiderated the absence of earnest, burning,
hoartfelt words in the midet of a rhetoriesl
dieplay so absolutely minate and perfeot,
Mr. Clarke would never carry us awRy
with his eloauence, though he ecertainly
oommands our admiration, and imparts the
utmost pleasure. While we would rather
hoar s few words from a zan who blesds
st every pors in uttering them than {Lis
highly cultivated and artistic display, no
one will deny Mr. Clarke the merit of
plessiug and even entrancing the andisnce
by his skilful modulations of voice, and the | i
greoeful motions of his body. Woere it not
for some witticisms which seem to be jin.fi
prompia, the whole lscturs partakes too
much of the nature of a recitation, to fix
iteelf indelibly upon an audience. 8till
the entertainment Mr. Clarke furnishes is
worthy of the enthusiastie patronage it
cemmands and reesives.

BRITISH AMKRICAN PRESRY'MERIAN

BYSTEMATIO BENEVOLENCE.

Syatemstia benavoleneo fa boing brought
prominently beforo the ohurokes, Kvery
denomination Ju slive to its importance,
The General Asgembly has over and over
again endorsed it, and enjoiced Synodsand
Dresbyteries to bring the maiter before
ministors and congregations on jis merits,
The Presbyteries, as & rule, have been
alive to the pressing necessity of the sub-
Jeot, aud have almost vied with ons an.
othor in the introduotion of plans for its
scoomplishment. As an fuatance, we refor
with plessnre to the procsedings of the
Presbytery of Guelph &t its meating on
tho 21st ult. A commitlee, which had
previously besn sappointed to consider
what steps should be taken to induce all
congragations within the bounds of the
Presbytery to contribute to ths schemes of
tho ohurok in some measure in proportion to
their cironmstances, placed upon the table
an exhaustive report on the subject. The
Presbytcry, recognizing the extreme im-
porianoce of the matter, resolved itself into
% committee of the whole, and after con
forenoe, agreed npon & resolntion, which
was aflterwards adopted, in whioh these
words ocoar :—* That Missionary Aesooia-
tions be formed where none exist st present,
and that exisling Assoofations be instrnoted
to work systematioally and vigorously for
the scliemes of the chureh.” Every frisnd
of the churoh who has this subjeot at heart,
will rejolce that the Presbytery of Guelph
has taken such an important step in the
right direotion, and we feel confilleny, that
an example w0 excollent and telling will
be quiokly followed by other Preshyterien
who have not as yet acted upon e As.
sombly's instructions,
The subject before us is sommended and
enforoed by the Word of Ged. The prae.
tios of giving systexaatioally was & question
that admitted of no choios inthe economy of
the Jowish Churoh. It was ineumbent
upon the people {o pay tithes for the sup-
port of religion. In the Book of Deuter.

onomy we read that ‘ Rvery man shall
give as he i uble, mcoording to the bley.

sing of the Lord thy God which he hath

given thes.” In Nehemish we have these
words: “Also we made ordinances for us,
to oharge ourselves yearly with ihe {hird
part of a shekel for the services of the
heuss of our God." The wise king gives his
people this precious proverb, * Honor the
Lord with thy substancs, and with the
Jirat frults of all thine inerease, so shal}
thy barns be filled with plenty, aud thy
presses shall burst out with new wine.”
In the New Testament Christisus are en-
-joined not only ts give unto the Lord, but
$o give sysiomautically. The Apostle Paul,
while in one piase presenting the example
of our blessed Loxrd, who, * though he was
rioh, yot for our sakes became poor,” and
gave himaelf to dis for the ungodly, as an
ineentive to his followsrs to abound in
oharity; in another place commands his
Corinthian converts, * Upon the first day
of the week lot every one of your lay by
him in store as God hath prospered him.”
The whele scope and genius of Christiauity
arein favor of an entire consecration of
oneself und of hia properly to the Lord.
The move the Bible is stadisd by the mem.

bers and adherents of our ohurches, the

more they wiil ses it to be their duly to
render unto God the things that are God's.
In the light of the Divins Word we cannot
understand how aay one, who professes to
have come uuder its influence, can close
bis heart and shat up his pocket againet the
oalls of the ehurch for the means of pross-
outing her vast enterprises both at home
and abroad.

The value of system is & matler of com-

mon sense and every day experience. We
860 what it does for the merchant, = aking
it easy for him to omrry vast responsi.
bilities upon his shohlders. Bebold the-
important part it playsin the traffis by sea
and land, furnishingabout the only security

wo #an get when we trust ourselves on

bosrd the vessel that is fo plough the
Atlantic waves ; or take our teat in the
cxpress irain that nambers the miles with
the moments of ihe journey. It is the
talisman in the hands of the statesman,
which enables him to take the foremost
place in the guidance of % nation’s affairs.
It is (he seoret power which solves the
ystery of the life of the physioian, who is
over on duly, never tuarning » deaf ear io a
single call, and smelling from afar and
with desire to do good, the baitle with
diseass and suffering. One regards with
feeling akin o awe the Yows of books on
the librarv oLelf that bear the name of oxe
Ruthor—for sxample, the writings of Sir
Walter Beott, or of Lord Macaulay. But

tis no longer & mystery when we learn

that in addition to the wonderful talents of

megination and memory with which they

were endewed, thoy had learned o work
with plan aud purposs, the one employing
the early hours of morning, and the other
giving himself doggedly from day to day to
bis task. The eareer of a Ohalmers, &
Guthrie, or a Spargeon, whish reveals

draw's Ohureh, Hosksions, of whish Rev, 4

Goop sheds are being srected at St An.
H, Cameron ie pastor.

® muh work dons,
many valaable resulis assomplished, ie
soally oxplained wihen wo learn ithat be-
nlduthoooudouunotthdrm

sad 0
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powery, they had leavned the valas of mo-
ments, and of syatom in their work.

The value of syatsm is seen in the works
of God. In natars every thing is doue ao.
sordng to plan, Nothing befalls by ohance.
With what unerring oertainty the eun rises
and sets, aud the stars hide thomselves
from our gaze, and again in the darkness
of night come forth tr obarm us with their
aweot and heavenly raye. The seasone
come sud go; Spring and Bummer, An-
tumun and Winter; with absolute regularity
followiug one auother. The planests with
their matollites ooneolessly rolling around
the Sun; the Suns again with their
planots moving around somoe greater oen.
tral orb; these orbs agaiu for aught weo
kvow with thefr suns travelling in nome
vast orbit avound zome other Inminary efill
greater than any orb and grandor than
many suns merged inte one; all this
evinoes the orderliness of the Divine mind,
What valnable results arise from the
Divine economy. Ouar orops of golden
grain, the rich produce of orchards and
vineyards, the sustonance and multiplioa.
tion of antmal life, the comfort and happi-
nees of the human raoe, are amongat the
many gaine that acorne from the Divine
tystom. The atones with which we build
our houses and churches are the resulis
of tha orderly action of the Inws of matter;
the coal measures are the stores of light
and heat which, during the years and ages
of {he past, the sun hias been imparting to
onr earth; and long before the black dia.
mond shall have boen exhauated, there is
8 prospect of man being able {o uiilize the
oxygen of the air and of the wator, Who
oan tell what all the worlds of this vast
universe by their motions, and bygiving and
receiving light and heat, are momentarily
accomplishing. FEvery revolution of our
planet, every movement of the ocean, the
trembling of the summer's leaf, the rip.
pling of the strean, from all these theps
nay be issuing new forces and energien,
which may be of yet greater oonsequence
than is reen in their immediate results,
and as preparatory for the farther under-
takings of the Divine peovidence,

Byatem is neeessary in the work of the
Church, If everything is lef§ $o chanee,
nothing great will be gained, and there
will be comstant fricon and disturbance
experienced. Let {wo congregations in all
revpects as nearly as postible equal—equal
in number,in sooial position, in wealth, in
iheir equipments and appointments, follow
out fer the-same length of time, the one
benevolenee withous system, and the other
benevolenss with system, and we ventare
$o sey that the fornier wonld have but a
mean suesess, while the Iatter wounld be
surprised at the resulis. The illustration
is stlll stronger in ite applieation, if we
take one and the same eongregation in its
history when no spesial system was fol-
lowed, and in its experience after s trial of
tke plan of sysiematie benevolense. We
could point to some country charches
where the ocontributions bhave inereased
Afty and even a hundred per cent. after
adopting the envelope mode of giving, and
we kuow of eity churches whers the effeots
of system have been seen tc be still 1nuck
more satisfaetory. Why, lock at it for a
moment. A farmer or artisan is asked e
give twonty dollars a yesr for his pew in
ohuroh, That looks quite a large and re-
spectablo sum inits quarterly orhalf-yearly
payments. But adopt the weeekly plan,
and it will ‘seem eontemptible even to
himself to put thirty.eight cents on ths
plate. The chances are that such & man
will give a dollar, and thers in oneinstance
is a clear gain to the chureh of upwsrds of
one hundred per cent. And so with our
Foreign or Home Mission schemes. It
looks §o many & man as though he were
doing somathing great by giving five
dollars to one of these schemes. Let him
give every Babbath to Foreign Mi sions ;
and would he feel satisfied by putting less
than ten cents in his énvelope, and yot
that is all he is dving for this grand work
of the chureh by his munificant donation
of five doliars, Thers are many, again,
who ocontent themselves with giving no.
thing to the sobiemes of the church, be.
causs they have fo support their own
ehurch and minister. What are they
doing for their own chureh and minister ?
Giving twenty or thirty dollaras yoar—
perhaps fifty eents & Sabbath, and that is
sl they pay for a whole year of sermons,
and prayer-mectings, and pastoral vidits,
and attendance at sick beds and funerals,
azd for the minister's pressnes and influ.
ence at every family gathering, and in
every social meeting, and in a.1 the reform
movemonts with which, as & parishioner,
he is proud to identify himwelf. Brought
down to common sonss, the whole thing is
ridiculous, and it is time that some strong
sotion were taken in favour of establishing
systemstis bemevolense in all onrehnrehes,

Ce————

Rev. Jauzs Wavrx's eongregation al
Long Island Locks intend building a new
shureh at Manetiek this Spring. A mew
briek manse was finished about & month
8¢9, and when they eomplete the shureh ot
& cont of $1900, Manetiek will have sel sn
example worlky of imilatien.

Dxoxuexr 2, 1875,
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OLERICAL INTERFERENOE IN PO- themito be.  When that paper {nsing

LITIVAL ELEOTIONS, that similar threats are x‘:m!:io ase of. ‘l:;

(oouuu;-wusn.) Profesiant suinlsters and Iaymen, as o

o menns ¢f induclag elsotors to vole for eor.

The priests of ths Ohuroh f NRoms | tain oandidates, the main difference being

olaim the right, whenever they have the | that Roman Catholios believe and ave in.

power, as in the Provines of Quebeo, to

fluensed by them, we malutain that serf. -
determine who shall be members of Par | ous injastios i done 4o Drotestant miufg.
lismont; and thug the right to control the | ters and laymen by such a represontation,
Leglalatuve and oompel it to anact lawe to | #8 we do not belisva there is any ground
suit their purposes, such as the Legislature | for auoh a chargs, When ox where hays
of Quebes hins ocumcted to provent any | Protestant ministers used threats of oxpul.
Rowman Oatholio joining a Literary 8ooiety | sfon from the olhuroh to doter an elector
8t peril of being refused Chrutian barial, | from voting for oue oandidate, or to indage
80 thaé another Guibord oase cannot ocour, | bum 4o vate for another # But even if {hi,
Ic is held by most Protestants that the | utierly, groundless allegation were wel]
Priests of Rome should not be allowed ts founded, the effest of it wonld be entirely
denounce from the altar the right of the | different from that complained of in the
peopla to vole as they ploass. oaso of the threats made by Romish

Oa the other hand, & writer in the Globs

Priests,
about the Leginning of Septomber 1asty | In the oase of the Protestant minister
argues thas if & Protestsnt, whether min.

or layman it would b i .
ister or Iaymau, wag at liherly to tell an y e o & morely foolish ex

pression of opinion or passion rather, and
elector that by voting for a curtain candi- would be universally laugh
date he would endanger or loose his soul, fonde 1o Sia &b #ud ovly

1 | expose the offender to ridioulo as aoting
there is no reason why & Romar Oatholio contrary {o the principles of Protestantism,
Priost shonld not have lberty to express a | Byt the threat of Romish Priosts is not
similay opinion, which is really all thatis

& more expression of opinion as to the
moant by threatening spiritnal penalties, | moral sonsequences of voting for a sertain
In either case, if the elestors are so weak

porson or party, 1. It is the threat of ex.
or credalous as to be influenced by such | comomunivation from $he churoh on earth
threats, that in their misfortune, with whieh | and in heaven, by ecolesisstios who olaim to
the Iaw oaunot interfere ; nor oan the law have, and who are by many of their ad-
make any distinotion between the right of | heranta belisved to have, the right and
clergymen and laymen, o express an | 4he power fo inflict this fearful penalty.
opinion of this kind. A layman must be

. 2, The priestly aot also differs from ihe
punished for threatening spiritual penaliios | mere expresuion of opinion by a Prolestant s
just the same aua olergyman, if a law in.

in that it does really ifuterfere with the
flloting punishment for snch threats is to be independence and liberty of choloe of
euacted—this line of argument evidently

Romsn Catholio elestors, whereas 10 ons
confounds things which widely differ— | will pretend that such & result follows the
$his was shown in & sensible letter by “A

sxprossion of Protestant opinion. 8, Apart
Minister of the Gospel,” whioh agroed

from spiritual penalties, ecolesinstioal oen.
with some parts of the article in the Globe, sure from Roman priests, who olaim to
but strongly condemus ite reasoning in

' ¢ possess the keys of heavon, brings upon
defending the right of the prisst to threaton the objeot of it real temporal loss, acolally
eleotors whe vote for certain ecandidates sud in business, such as may naturally
with spiritual penalties, He admits that

" v | deter an elector from votlug in a way that
besause of intenss political partisanship sxposes him to such serious dissdvantages,
iv is unwise and ipjudieious for ministers

. ' Any one scquainted with Romsn Oatholls
of religion to mingle actively in politioal communities knows that exeommunionsion
contests, yei he maintains that it is the

bas even yot » real and practical power
right and obligution of ministers to recog- | oyer .the masses, and nowhers p.rh.p.
nize and discharge the daties of politioal [ 4 shis the estn to & greater extent thau in
citsenship, . our own Canads. ‘The bistory of the
But with regard to the dootrine that the | proyine of Quebeo is full of such infla.
sxprosslon of & condemuatory opinion by | gnges. The question is not whether she
s layman respecting an elector's vote, is as spiritual is real or imaginary, but whether
proper an objest of legal punishment as |4 iq o real interference with the freedom
the ““ihreat of & wpiritaal penaliy by a

¢ of the people. Now it cannot be disputed
peloat,” ©* A Minister of the Gospal ” says:— | 41104 4o thoss who believe in the spiritasd
‘“Hvery one knows that sueh & threat in

\ powsr aud suthority of the Romish priests,
the mouth of & Roman Catholié Priest is | fheir threat hae » roal power to interfere
altogether a different thing from the same | with the freedom of-the voters, the samme
threat im the mouth of & layman—if a

a8 & bribe or threat of hodily injary.
'°m mb houhbt t; ttb. pogl. u:f;om- Besides, the maledietions of the rlergy
pe y moere brute force to vote for a 14 ‘ N
particular candidate againet his wishes, have real dissdvanisges, such as wonld

th ising that brute f uld be influence the votes of thoss who have me
ose exercising that bru oree 60 faith in the tual power of th ioats
made answerable to the law of the land, spiritual po o priosts,

88 well as of those who hud. If the threat
and justly. Now the threat of excommuni. of the priest His the same effect o::lio
oation, or oven the threat of temporal voter as a bribe or a threat of bodily injary,
paine and penaliies by & Roman Catholis why should 1ot the law take oogninnoo’
prisat, has a foree 'l‘i‘h the loyal subjects | o it, the same as it does of them? We
i i it s | £ 0 i e b s e

at @ opinions of the people. %0, when

force above supposed. It is & lash in his s
band by whish he oan drive the faithfal | & friadier blls : f;;:“:’]':n:::’;::n:"““
up to the yolls and compel thewmn to vole ag | ® ‘4% A1 { g b Any
he directs, Heo need not he at the polls ¢ |OR®13 eiron}utod. § might be sald that if
witness their conduet; he can extract | nobody belisvad the falsehoods they wonld
Them all that ‘hey do there,” XHAoh SOM | injure nobody. This is true; but it doss
And in view of the power whieh the :;:op::o"i:;n?::l “l,;"::;m‘f;;‘;::‘;: ;::;
::.: f:::io:‘dtﬂ v:;e ﬁl:: P;::“ OV:; tt:.l‘i)o 21 belisved by theraselves or others. Ts say
h: argues that 'v: need n:ml.: o: :; that Protnhnt.miniateu “dil" mexn may
statute bocks which will infliot severs Mio be resirsined f-om uiing xeliglons

ti i lec-
penalty on every religlous tencher of what. considerations as & motive to induse clec

A fors to vote in any particular way is asidg
ever denomiuation, who may be found guilty
of threstoning spiritual pains and penals from the point altogether. Do they olaim

A Y the right or the power {o exclude frcm the
:':’ c;?:“;;:‘}?:g:%;‘:; ““c;’:i “;;i: kingdom of heaven those who will not do
ran . article in ir bi h id

Globs, which argues that the 2 their bidding ? Do they even forbid chureh

Catliolis religion, like every other, is only s :;:b?: ;:::: bl:::]if:: :;3::::‘,? * '#l:
malter of opinior, and that any such law trow z.:ot.
would prevent liberty of action, on the .
part of both minlster and laym £ all The plea th,t & law whioh wonld pre-
cburches—and would prokibit them from | Vént the priests from anathematising
using moral and religions oonsiderations | t119%6 Who repudiated their political views,
a8  reason for urging any one o vote for will interfere with liberty of copacience,
sy person or party. As the power of the will not bear onminniox.:. ]?v_ory man
priest depends on the credulous faith of the h",‘ right {o earry out his rehmoul con-
people, there ir no other remedy but to vioho?l, 20 far as be does not infringe upon
eulighten the people, and the proposal to the right and interest of others, but ne
puuish prisats for threateaing to iniot | farther. No one bas the right to plesd
Denalties which Protestants desm unreal— | liberty of conscience, in order to enjoy
is represented as analogous fo the buraing the liberty of inflicting injary upon either
of witohes for the supposed exereise of jm. | individusls or communities. No man is
aginary powers of mischisf—and the | bound to govern himself by snother man’s
threat of the priests ars desmed similar to | 0ouscience. Nor are our 1"“"“," bodje
the declaration of the Old Sootoh Minis- | bonnd to govern themeelves—in their
ter that ill fortune befell all his enemies. | legislation for the general good of the
What s implied in eulightening the [ 0P00try—by the Romen Cetholio een.
Roman Gatholic people s to the absurdity | Science, as the Globe's reasoning seemed to
of the olaims of the priests and the effiency | Imply. Itis certainly a surprising thing
of excommunieation, but a mission against | 10 580 the Globe pleading the ssered right
the whols Popish system as fales, for this | Of oonacience on behalf of thoss Roman
olaim is & part and pareel of the whols | Catholie priesis, who desire to emjoy the
plows laxury of cursing the independent
poople fiom the eontrel of the priests, | members of their flocks, with the orthodox
ehursh by maledistions. If saeh




