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Tue to'vn cleîk's dlepartnient tvill bc
fixeti by the position of ite niayar's
parior, wltich the town clerk's private
office sitoumit adjoin if il canl be arrangeti,
or if tItis is nat possible the ta roins
shorîld be near enougli ta each otîter ta
rentier intercomintnication easy. De-
partments sîtoulti neyer be splît or
divitiet betwecn two or more floors,
înless tbere are sorie very speciai reasons
for tioing so, as mn the case ai a laboratot y
or photograplîîc studio, îvhicb iust be on
the top fioor, Mlile tîte rest ai tite
departnients tvill be placeti belowv. In
titis case tîtere shoulti be direct access by
a private siaircase.

The reîîîarkabie plan subnîitted by
Messrs. Fiocktomi & Gibbs in the competi-
tion for tue Sheffieldi municipal buildings,
markcti that was praczically a newv
departure in te planning ai tlîms class ai
building, anti is worthy ai the closest
study anti attention. The principle liere
adopteti ias tîtat of a central hall, with
the public office ai each tieparltient
opening directly ftra it anti surromîtieti
by the private offices Of the several
officiais. Titis arrangement is uncioubt-
etily ideal, but ta atiopt it strictiy %vould
usually involve increasiîîg tic numnher of
stories tnaran undesirable extent, as tvas
the case in tue diesign in qtuestion. Tîte
principle is, hotvever, tîte rigltt one, anti
in planning public offices shoutti, 1 tlîmnk,
always bc borne in nimd; but ir tvill bo
necessary ta nintiify and adapt il to suit
tue special requirements of the site mn
ech particular case. If I nîay venture
ta suggest a critîcism, tue design in
question erred in titis respect-tlîat it watS
nor adapteti ta the site.

In large buildings it is clesirable that
there shoulti be a secondary or subsitiiary
entrance ta the offices, in ortier that it
may be possible to use the main enîrance
on state occasions ivititout intcrfering
with the course of public business. In
santie cases it miglit ho an ativatitage ta
make the secondary enîrance tue usual
office entrance, reserving te main en-
trance exclusively for suate use. In any
case, titis point is worthy of careful
consideration; but the peculiar circnm-
stances in ecih instance wvill govcrn tliis,
as many othier detamîs. The position ai
the strong rautis for tue severai ticpart-

nents, whiclt arc aiten ai consierable
size, present at tintes mcli difîiculty.
Thcse sîtoulti, as a general rule, open out
or communic.tte with rte clerks' offices.
un the planning ai most large buildings
ilîcre arc certain spaces where it is a
difficult niatter ta introduce an adequate
amouint of lîglît, anti it siioutît bceon-
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detored. to uttlée tliebe spateb for the
sîrong roanis; otliervise thiere is fia
seriaus abjection ta thieir being piaceti in
the baseulent, if convenient acccss train
the clerks' offices is provitiet. Tue roofs
or floors over shouiti be specially con-
structeti ta secuire UIc reqtiisire st rengthi.
The thickiîess oian ordinary fireproof fluor
is quite inadequate for security. One of
the finest inethocis of construction is a
layer of ceinLt concrete 12 inches ta 18
inches in thickness On steel joisîs about 3
feet apart, andi witm a sheet of strong
exinted imetai emibetidet in the centre.
This lbrins a practicaily indestrtuctible
fluor. As a muie, it miay bc regartieti as
(lutte unnecessary ta line thiese strang
roonts wili shecets of steel lin the miannier
in which (lite bankers' safes are treatei, as
the chief, if not the only danger tri bc
guarded against, is fire. Sorie arrange-
ment shouiti be matie for iniet anti outiet
vecntilation by siail cranked Cues in the
wvalis or otherwise.

Whiere it can be convýniently provideti
a sntall mtnseuî or simow-raant for
sanuîary appliances, &c., wiii be a
valuable addition ta the surveyor or
engineer's department. Thtis shouti be
placeti in the basement if it can be fairly
tveil liglitet anti is accessible, as in titis
position tue drainage requireti can be
arranged i with a minimum af difficulty.

Tbe position anti ainount ai lavatory
acconmotation shîould be miost careftilly
consitiereti. I ant inclined ta thînk, thait
in most instances t1iis is very. mucli
overdane, as a great am-ount is nat
requisite if they -.rc Nvell and centrally
placeti. \Vhere it can bc avoideti, tey
sîtomti never be placed an the front tvall,
as the difficties of soit pipes and
ventilatars are practically insuperable.

The council chainher, comntittee-rooms,
&c., may he regaîdeti as the inost
inmpoitant portion af municipal buildings,
anti it is here tîtat the arcbitect lias the
greatest opportunity for tlle excercise of
lus arr. Iri's here, above ail places, that
lite miay %vitb proprîery give full play ta
bis abiity, anti niay introduce the ricbest
materials andi the mosr effective diesign.
Titis bcing so, it is essential that the
planning shouiti be most careftiliy thoughrt
out ;n its nuost ntuest detaîls, as tvhat-
ever elabotarion niay be introduceti, and
hiowever lavish inay be thte expendîrure,
tue efiect wvili fali short if the planning be
ill-cansidcied. On the orber hanti, the
plairiest and icast expensive materiais
may be cambineti mbo an effective and
diugnifieti composition if the plan andi
details be carefuily studied andi torked
out, and ir is in tbe consideration of the
plan iltat the finest effects are conceiveti.

Tue main staircase sîtouit be treateti as
practicaily z part ai this section, andi
shoulti bc planned wvith dite regard ta the
posi tion ai the principal roonis, and ta
thar of the main entrance and the offices
ofithe town clerk, or aiy ather officiais
who, niay, tram the peculiar circunistan-
ces of the case, be piaceti an the upper
floor. In buildings where a public hall
tarins part of tc s.aýeme, another factor
is intraduced in tue probicni, as the îniin
staircase %vili be requireti ta serve also as
the principal acccss ta tîtat, unless it be
on tîte grounti floor, whliciî the restricteti
nature of the site in many instances
precludes.

It wou!d bc nîain-.estily impossible ta
lay clown any hard and fast rules as ta the
planning of this deparrnicnt, anti I can
therefare only give in gencral ternis a feîv
oif the points %vlîich ir is desirable ta, keep
in vien'.

The inain-staircase will, af- course, risc

frot the entnce-ha.il, and shouild be of
vcry ariple w'idthi antd casy rise, the
minimum of wbhich rnay be taken as 12-
inch trcad and 5,ý.1-inclî or 6 incii riser.
The font of the staircase should be a
prominctit fcaturc, and scen inmcdiateiy
on entcring the building. It is very
desirable that the head of the staircase
shotild land ia an tu pper hail of foul as
inple dimensions at the lowcr cutrance-
hall. ht is licre, at the head of.the
staircase, that the crotvdiîîg at receptions,
and on othcr important occasions, li bc
mnost severeiy feit, and the more space
%vhich can be given the better, both from
a practicai and architectural point af
view.

The position af the cioakrooms for
ladies andi gentlemen is a inatter wiiichi is
otten difi, It ta determine. ln the con-
sideration ai these, the manner ln whlitcl
thcy are generaiiy uset i nust be taken
into account. A laîdy aînd -entlenîan
enter the building, separait for the
purpose of ieaving thieir cioaks, &c., and
then rejoin. 1It appears tram tis that the
two cloakroomsshould flot bc tar apart,
andi the doors shoulti bc almost in sighit
of eacb other, othertvisc there will be
dîfficulty lin ladies anti gentlemen
rejoining atter leaving thcm. Ail things
considereci, tue best position appears ta
be openuig out of the lower entrance hall,
say anc on cach side of the foot of the
main staîrcase. Tue tipper hall w'ill then
be capable af being useti as part af the

r"cepdon suite, Nviich %vould not bc the
case iftue cloakroams wverc placeti up-
stairs. These moins are often allowed ta
takIe their chance, andi are consequentdy
very inconveniently placed. 1 tbink,
hovevcr, they should be regardeti as of
considerabie importance, and worthy of
sorte care andi thought in their arrange-
ment.

The upper hall at the head of the
Staircase shoulti give access ta the
cotincil chamber department, inchtidiug
banqueting hall, tovn iail, anti any offices
wvhich may be on this floor. In the
planning of tbese rooms, the saine
principle as that previousiy ativocateti, of
avoiding coi ridors, or redur ing them, Io a
minimum, shoulti be observed. It is
always necessary that the couricil chamber
should be provided %,withi an ante or
waiting-room of gondi size, andi in maost
cases it wili be passible ta so arrange
that the miayor's parlaur andi cammittee
roonis shall be groupeti aroti it, ail
more or less entering froni it. XVhere
this is done it will be found that there is
preat opportunity for architcctur.il treat-
ment, and at the sainc time considerable
economy of space is affecteti. The
anterooni thus beconies available as a
wa..iting rmont for tieputations ta coin-
mittees as weii as ta the council, anti the
wvhole department is centrailized and
concentrateti. A caunciiiors' lavatory is
nccessary, opening ont af the anteroom ;
but this may be small, as it %viil not be in
constant use.

As far as possible the whiole af this
section af the building shoulti be self-
containeti Pnd capable of bcing shiiir off
from the public portions. The counicil
chamber shoulti be in a quiet position
avay frani the main Street %vhierc possible,
andi the. mayor's parlar .,djainîng and
communicating wvith the privaie office of
the towvn clerk.

The access for the public ta the gallery
of the council chamber shoulti bc an
entirely separare a-nti distinct entrance
anti staircase tram the street, and shc'uid
be as direct as possible. In i-nost cases a
gallery ta, accommodait froin twenty-ftve
ta, thîrly persans tvili bc sufficient, as very
few people attcnd the ortiinary mecetings
of a town council. The anly occasion on
which there are large ntîmbers is an thc
election of the miayor, and at these limés
no ordinary pailery would bc sufficient ta,
ta accamniodate them. fi


