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HYMN OF ST. OLEMENT.

In previous numbers of the RECORD we have given translations of three
famous hymns of the Latin church, cumposed Ly Anibrose, Augustine, and
Gregory, the earliest of which, that of Ambrose, was written at the close of
the fourth century, or about the year 385, The great hymn of Clement of
Alexandria, hearing the abuve title, is the carliest uninspired composition
in any langnage used in the service of praise of the early Christian church,
which has come down to vur day.  Dr. Killen, of Belfast, in his valuable
text-bouk on the Ancient Church, thus speaks of the psalmody of the age
immediately succeeding that of the apustles, and of the relation in which this
hymn stands towards it. “In the earliest notice of the Christians of the second.
century which occursin any pagan writer, their psalmody with which they
commenced their religious services is particularly mentivned; for, in his
celebrated letter to the Emperor Trajan, Pliny states that they met tegether
before the rising of the sun to ‘sing hymns to Christ as to a god” It ia
probable that the hymns here spoken of were the Psalms of the Old Testa-
ment. Many of these inspired effusions celebrate the glories of Immanuel,
and as fur vbvious reasuns the Messianic Psalms would be used more free
quently than any others, it is not strange that the disciples are represented
as gssembling to sing praise to Christ.  But the Chuich at this time was
not confined to the ancient Psalter. Hymns of human compusition were
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