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of their papers.
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AT THE EDITOR'S DESK.

Twvo tlîousand copies of tlîe first issue of Uî's
ANi) DowNS xvent forth to our friends. The
bulk of these, of course, circulated thirougliout

Ontario, but every province contributed its
quota of supporters. In the distant Territories
of tue Northi-\est thîey are quite nurnerous,
whvle at teast one friend in Canada's most
easterlv port, Halifax, N.S., lias read of the
progress lus old coîiîrades are makirg iii vani-
ous parts of this large couintry.

\Ve already feel like ail old-establisiied iii-

stitution. Gcographically our constituency is
large cnongbi to satisfy the longings of the
iiiost ambitiouis of editors, andi iii point of
nuinîbers wve have no reason to complain;
whilst iii the rnatter of cntiiusiasuu aîroîi our
friends, expressionîs of appreciation, aîîd pro-
nmises of support, we have lîcen treated mnost
generously.

Atthoughi we feel that our first efforts lîardly
înienited al tIle good thiings thuat have been
said of thieni, wve appreciate noue tbe less thue

licarty good ivill and kiîîdty
Exceetor Ou r" féeintu of tbere numbler of

motta.lag
Iboys" wvbo bave writteîi us

since our first number reachied theie, and,
whilst that first numiber came short of our
expectations in mnany respects, we must rernem-
ber that everytiîing must have a beginning.
We have biad ours and are fairiy on our way;
let us hope to soine mreasure of success. With
IExceisior " for our niotto, we look forward to

making ecdi nuniber an improvemient o11 its
predecessor.

It is a source of mîîc.hl regret to Mn. Owen
that lie constantly receives letters from sonie
distressed mother. who asks piteously for news
of a soi) Il wlîo neyer wnites." This is veny,
very sad. Lt is more thian tlîat. It is wrong,

very wrong Why will a boy, who would flot
wilfullv be unkind, fait to remember that the
first of ail friends wvas his mother. She it wvas
wlîo cared for you and cherishied you in your

days of utter hielplessness, deem-
Your Mother'ssarfc

clain. ing no sciceof comifort and
strengt h too great for "llier boy."

And remember, wvhether you now be youth or
young miat, well-off or poor, yoti are stili,' and
ever will be tilt death closes lier eves, your dear
otd motlîer's "lboy." Her days may flot be
long on earth, and lier lot ma~y be a heavy one,
but the grcatest trial of ail is tlîat slie neyer
hears fromn lier absent son.

If this touches sorte of otîr friends in a viii-
nerable spot, as wve tlîink it will, earnestiy do
wve ask thein flot to still their conscience witlî a

1 wilI vrte as soon as I have time,"
\\rite nowv. Write regularly.
Mlake it a primiary and welcome dtity, flot a

conditional one, to be hurriedly perforrned in
spare moments, wvbich neyer comne.

\Ve know tlîat you cai, do this if you wvill,
for wve, ourselves, are, like you, far frorn the old
honme of cbildbood ;far froîn that m-other wlio
loves us, and whomn we love, and if it be the
wviIl of Providence that wve sball neyer again on1
carth sec tbat dear face, there wvill always be
conifort and iiappincss in tbe relneml)rance that
during the miany ycars we have been busily
cîîgaged iii Canada wvc have neyer allowed other
calîs. whiethier of pleasure or of business, to
keep bac< a wveekly letter to tlîat distant
miother, teiiing lier îîot on113 of our pleasuires,
liut of our sorrowvs, of our disappointmients, of ail
that concerned us, tbns lessening' in a sense
the distance between us, and adcling soîne
thing of happiness to the life, of one to wvioîn
we owve s0 mucli.

\Ve have spoken -,trongly on this topic be.
cause we feel strongly. We know 1owv an
absent son's letter witt lirigliten a motiier*s
days, and we knowv whiat life-Iong regret and
remiorse miany of Our friends wiil create for
tbenmselves if tlîey do flot " find time to write "
before the news conies that tlîe poor, loving,
tonging niother is no more.

Enquiries often reacli the Home fromn boys
regarding the whereabouts of sonie of those
wvho forrned the party with whiclî tle * vriters
came out to Canada, as they would like to hear
of and fromi their otd friends. This desire not

HowtoPid ldto allow the lapse of time to
Ho0prindOI obliterate aIl traces of tlîe en-

joyable comiradeship of days
gone by is very commiendable, and one we shahl
do aIl in our power to encourage. To that end
we shiaît pubiisli eaci rnontb on the third page
of the cover the naines of one lîuindred of our
subseribers, with tlieir address and the party
witlî wvIicl thîey carne otît froin England. This
IlDirectory of old friends " ivili, we think, prove
not the least interesting feature of our littie
journal.

The annual report'of tlîc Departrnent of the
Interior for 1894, contains the following par-

ticulars of the juvenile immigrants wlîo arrived
iii Canada during last year:
Rev. Mr. Wallace brOUght Out ................. 227
Church of England Waifs and Strays Society .... 23

Finley Home................................ 2
Dr. Stephienson's Homes ....................... 53
Gordon Boys' Homes .............. ........... 6
Mviss Macpherson........................... 103
Miss Rye . ............ .... ............... 121
Mr. Quarrier................ ............... 239
Mrs.I3irt................................... 130
Fegan*s Homes ..................... ....... 6
DR. BARNARDO....................... ............. 612
Salford Cathotic Protection Society............... 31
Liverpool Catholic Protection Society ............ 78
li-on. Mrs. Joyce ............................. ii
Self-H-elp £migration Society.................. 36
Rev. Father Seddon ........... ............... ô&
Children's Aid Society ......................... 18
Young Colonists Aid Society ................. 3
Philanthropic Society, Farm School .............. z
Bristol Immigration Society................ ... 20

Total....................1i891

During the previous year there were 2,720 juv-
enile immigrants, and tliere is a note at tlîe foot
of the list to tlîe effeet that-

"The redîiction has been due no doubt, to some
extent, to the more thorough 'weeding out ' process
wvhich the present regulations have occasioned."

Iii spite of tue Il weediîîg out " process re-
quired by the newv regulations, the nuimber of
l)oys broughit out by Dr. Barnardo shows no
appreciable decrease, and tlîis for tlîe very
simple rcason tlîat froîn tue day of tlîe depar-
turc of tlîe first Barnardo boy froîn England,
the Director and Founder bias insisted that one
of the înost important principles to be observed
in connection with tîxe work xvas that tlîe
greatcst precautions bc taken to select only
those boys wvho wvere mieîtaity, morally and
plîysically suitable for tlîe new life in Canada;
and tie Il wvediîîg out " process wviich tlîe
Canadian Government now requires of aIt wvho
are responsible for the arrivai of youing immiii-
grants is flot one iota more tiiorouigli tlîan tlîat
wlîiclî Dr. Barnardo instituted at the outset
and lias practîsed ever sijice As a matter of
fact, w~e are indebtccl to tlîe Goverîîmient for
coipelling otliers to Il falli* n h ne," as it wvill bc
the mneans of preventing the indiscriniîîiiate ship-
tuent fromn England of a class of imimigrants,
sclcctcd (!) wvitbout any regard for their fitness,
niorally or physically, for agricutturai life, and
for wbiose sins we have been judged and con-
dernned time and again by tbe tboughitiess and
u nfriendly.

On our own mcrits aîîd (lererits wve are
rcady and witling to be judged, but it is asking
too muchi of humnan nature to cxpect us to
shoulder tlîe responsibitity for the appearance
iii Canada of a youtlîful mnisdemeanant of whose
existence wve neyer heard until some imaginative,
but not over-veracious, newspaper scribe blaz-
oned it forth that the ne'er-do-wetl wvas a "lBar-
nardo boy." Yet tlîis lias been no uincommon
occurrence. A tardy aîîd lbalf-.hearted apology
and retraction wilI appear in tue journals,
that hav'e liaste-ied to do us an injury, but for
everyone wvho sees tlîe apology, ten wviil see or
lîear of tlîe original fictitious statement, wvhich,
wve regret to say, appears to be exactly wvhat
the writers desire. In view of thie annoyance
and pain caused to tlîousands of respectable
young people by this cowardly and indefensible
species of attack, xve regard the Government's
action iii the matter of Il weeding out " witli
considerable satisfaction, as it xvill deprive un-
principled antagonists of muchi of the material
out of which they have been accustomed to
manufacture their fabrications.


