
MAISCELLANEOUS.

Plrof. L. 0. Howard, chief of the Bureau of Entomology, bas been

NI tdying the habits and life history of flies and lias diseovered that ecd

re"Ie fly lays 120 eggs at a lime and that sue usually lays four of these

gé,nzuh batehes of eggs before she considers lier motherly duties ended.

professor Howard began studying tUies in thc early part of June,

suid lie founid that the eggs which the fiy laid on June Tht iad hatehed
Silito filles witlin ten days, and that eadi of lie 190 young tUîes were

rea4y Ici starI rigit ln laying eggs at tic same rate that their niotier

bad lai,] tihem. There is, tins, abundance of time for the development

utr ]12 or 13ý gonerations during the surnier, before the flîes begin tù,

bibernatc.
,tiartinig witit the tirst baîcli of 120 eggs laid by the original fly on

june lut, we arrive at the followîng astounding table of consequences

hy tb. lesjt of SepItember, when tic breeding season ends:

.Junje 1, one fly lays 120 eggs; June 10, 120 flîes lay 14,000 eggs;

june 2o, 14,400 flies lay 1,728,000 eggs; June 30, 1,728,000 flues lay

217,60,O0 eggs;ý July 10, 217,360,000 fies lay 26,083,200,000 eggs; July

.2G(2,0320,0 flices lay 3,029,984,000,000 eggs; .July 30, 3,029,984,-

(Moo»u flies lay 363,598,080,000 eggs; Aug. 9, 363,598,000,000 flics iay

0,31i,769,600,000 eggs; Aug. 19,44,631,769,600,000,000 flues lay 5,355,-
fil eggs; Aug. 29, 5,355,812,353,000,000,000 flics lav

G4,697,482,240,000,000,000 eggs; Sept. 8, 642,697,482,240..........
Mi, lay 76,12:3,697,868,000,000,000 eggs; Sept. 18, 76,123,697,868,800,-

p~o00O0flies lay 9,134,843,744,256,000,000,000,00. eggs; Sept. 28,
gxs.0,43,744,2C,OO,OO,ÛO,OOO flics lay 1,096,181,249,310,720,000.-

But the total just stated is the resulting progeny of lhe mother fly

X, her fBrst bateh of 120 eggs. Professor Hloward telis us that each

fly psually lays four sueh batches of eggs. So by inultiplying tie above

filun by four we flnd the following:

4,.384,7124,977,242,880,000,000,000,000.

One miother fly migit, therefore, in one sumer produce twelve gen-

er&ios of chidren, grandcbuldren, etc., until her descendants number-

te our octillions, three hundred and eiglily-four septilions, seven hun-

dre and twenty-four sextilions, urne iundred and sevcnty-seven quin-

tlintwo hunldred and forty-two quadrillions, eiglit iundred and

The human mind cannot grasp the full magnitude of tiese figures--

four octillions of littie fflis! But a littie computation begins tei reveal

wb.I aB8tupenIdons mass il would be.

SUppose we sa>' Ihat an average bouse fi>' measures a quarter of au


