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generai surgery on this subject, I will quote the ject of securing primary union and rapid con-
4arguwents which have reoently appeared fromn the valescence.Pen of a distinguished surgeon. In the Brit. ed. The dread of hâemorrhage in excision of hSmor-Jour, for 1882, e states, with reference to the rhoids, is a delusion which has been fostered and
ancient plan of excision of the mam a: IThe sustaned by potential authorities who have, I con-
breast was laid hold of with great pincers, and aider, for the last thirty years, indulged in un-
having been eut clean off, the surface was rubbed justifiable departure fromn the sound principles ofover with a red-hot poker. Against a proeeding general surgery.-B.tu f Med. Jour.8o shocking to the age, modern taste revolted."
And yet this distinguished surgeon writes, in 1884:" there have been three great strides in the surgery GENERALISATIONS REGARDING THEof the rectum, and one of them is the treatment PATHOLOGY OF ABNORMAL GROWTHSOf hsrnorrhoids by the clamp and cautery." Now IN MAN AND ANIMALS, AND THÉIR
Iask, what does the cIamp-and..cautery treatment EXPLANATION ON THE EVOLUTION'mply if it does not mean that the tumor is laid ETHIhold of by pincers, and having been eut off, the THEORY.

surface is rubbed with a red-hot poker. The No branch of comparative pathology lias receivedrectum has its rights, I consider, as well as the o c arat path has rivebreast, and I therefore claim for it the privileges of more careful study than that which deals with the188ern surgery. Curiously, the same author, in mode of growth and variations ini the histological
,oern thtake exc ioto the snifi cotrtin structure of the various tumours, malignant and
1886, takes exception to the scientifi construction benign. In these short notes I propose to restrict
f the clamp now almost universally em ployed. myself to a cursory survey of the etiology of ab-2. Excision, in addition to its simplicity, requires normal growths, not criticising views which aretiO instrument which is not found in every prac- generally held, and not dealing with the actual ortitioner's porket case. immediate cause, but suggesting a general basis
3. It is a radical cure. lt removes the peculiar which may be regarded as the ultimate cause toPile-area, and I believe recurrence to be impos- which such abnormal manifestations may probably

sibleo 
be traced. In order to clearly explain my mean-4. Though no operation is absolute y devoid of ing and to illustrate it more fully, some remarksles, 1 consider that excision in this respect is at of my brothers, Dr. Astley and Professor Georgeet on a par with the safest method yet recom- Gresswell, may, in the first place, be mentioned.heTded for the removal of piles. It may be said that all new formations, as in-5. The pain after excision is slight in amount, of stances of which the enchondromata may be taken,short duration, and, 1 believe, less severe than are characterised by the preponderance of cellularfollows any of the other operationsf elements. These are, of course, variously modified.6- The los of blood at the time of operation is They may fibrillate, and, further, may be at lengtl

"0sm1all as hardly to mSrit notice; though perliape calcified ; but very rarely, if ever, do they developan thie respect it mut give precedence to the lig- into the highest form of tissue, the muscular and1ture and clamp; but, far as secondary hior- the nervous (Buhl). This latter fact is only t0 be
rage is concerned, the rieks are unquestionabîy expecttd, since the tissues of most importantn c n l t cb specialisation muet necessarily be those which areIn conclusion, aow me to recapitulate briefly produced, so to speak, with greatest difficulty. Itaaht iMY contention is. I contend that the in- is &familiar fact that ail the tissues of organismeternai Smorrhoids which are generally dd are be regarded as having their origin in celle.as i0cs.jet, distinct tumor, amenabie to individual Similarly, too, new formations in man and animaletreatme ar eas a matter of fact, component are also traceable to the proliferation of celle.Parts of a diseased condition of the entire plexus Necessarily, the celle become more or less modified

af veina ameociated with the superior hoemorrhoida so as l become amot, if not quite, indistinguish-
"'ehi radicle being silnilarly, if not equaliy, affected able from. their parent cellsi. New formations of
by an initial cause, constitutionai or mechanical. an~ varieties are, 1 hold,1 be io'0ked upon as re-1 ae of Oinion that, when surgical treatment versionary in nature, and are clearly traceabe 10
baco es imperative, the extent of the mischief can a remote ancestral condition, when the primaryO011Y be appreciated and effectivelydealt wit by importance of cells as units not greatly modified,'dsexposu e of the diseased vessels, and that no distinct and uncombine into aggregates or but.Ooure fuils this purpose short of a deliberate imperfectly and incompletely combined, wa fard ,section, of the ower rectal area. greater in the respect of individual power than itAd, fnally i consider that any operation, can be, where each cell is dependent on the acti-oich as for i objeet the removal of hlmorrhoids, vities of other units, with which it is combined as
]a flot coenplete which does not provide for the in the higher forms-of life.2eaCjustInent of the healthy tissues, with the ob- As illustrating my theory, let me briefly consider2


