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general surgery on this subject, I will quote the
arguments which have recently appeared from the
pen of a distinguished surgeon. In the Brit, Med.
Jour. for 1882, he states, with reference to the
ancient plan of excision of the mamma, : “The
breast was laid hold of with great pincers, and
having been cut clean off, the surface was rubbed
over with a red-hot poker. Against a proceeding
80 shocking to the age, modern taste revolted,”
And yet this distinguished surgeon writes, in 1884:
* There have been three great strides in the surgery
of the rectum, and one of them is the treatment
of heemorrhoids by the clamp and cautery.” Now,
L ask, what does the clamp—and-caubery treatment
imply if it does not mean that the tumor is laid
hold”of by pincers, and having been cut off, the
Surface is rubbed with a red-hot poker,
rectum has its rights, I consider, as well as the
breast, and I therefore clair for it the privileges of
modern surgery. Curiously, the same author, in
1886, takes exception to the scientific construction
of the clamp now almost universally employed.

2. Excision, in addition to its simplicity, requires
00 instrument which is not found in every prac-
titioner’s pocket case.

.3 It is a radical cure, 1t removes the peculiar
‘;’}éﬁ;—area., and I believe recurrence to be impos-
1ble,
. 4. Though no operation is absolutely devoid of
Tsk, I consider that excision in this respect is at
t on a par with the safest method yet recom-
Mended for the removal of piles.

5. The pain after excision is slight in amount, of
short duration, and, I believe, less severe than
followg any of the other operations.

6. The ioss of blood at the time of operation is
30 small ag hardly to megit notice ; though perhaps

this respect it must give precedence to-the lig-
ature and clamp ; but, so far as secondary hemor-
;:ie 18 concerned, the rigks are unquestionably

In conclusion, allow me to recapitulate briefly
to 8% my contention is, I contend that the in-
™8l hemorrhoids, which are generally regarded

28 localizeq distinct tumors, amenable to individual

by appreciated and effectively "dealt with by
T®e exposure of the diseased vessels, and .that no
Ei‘::%d{lre fulfils this purpose short of deliberate
ection of the lower rectal area, :

Wh?nd’ finally, I consider that any operation,
in ch has for jtg object the remova] of heemorrhoids,
10t complete which does not provide for the
Jgstment of the healthy tissues, with the ob-

Ject of securing primary union and rapid con-
valescence, '
The dread of hemorrhage in excision of hsemor-
rhoids, is a delusion which has been fostered and
sustained by potential authorities who have, I con-
sider, for the last thirty years, indulged in un-
Justifiable departure from the sound principles of
general surgery.— Brit. Med. Jour.
———
GENERALISATIONS REGARDING THE
PATHOLOGY OF ABN ORMAL GROWTHS
IN MAN AND AN IMALS, AND THEIR
EXPLANATION ON THE EVOLUTION
THEORY. B

No branch of comparative pathology has received
‘more careful study than that which deals with the
mode of growth and variations in the histological
structure of the various tumours, malignant and
benign. In these short notes I propose to restrict.
myself to a.cursory survey of the etiology of ab-
normal growths, not criticising views which are
generally held, and not dealing with the actual or
immediate cause, but suggesting a general basis

- which may be regarded as the ultimate cause to

which such abnormal manifestations may probably
be traced. In order to clearly explain my. mean-
ing and to illustrate it more fully, some remarks
of my brothers, Dr. Astley and Professor George
Gresswell, may, in the first place, be mentioned.

It may be said that all new formations, as in-
stances of which the enchondromata may be taken,
are characterised by the preponderance of cellular
elements. These ‘are, of course, variously modified.
They may fibrillate, and, further, may be at length
calcified ; but very rarely, if ever, do they develop
into the highest form of tissue, the muscular and
the nervous (Buhl). This latter fact is only to be
expected, since the tissues of most important
specialisation must necessarily be those which are
produced, so to speak, with greatest difficulty. It
is afamiliar fact that all the tissues of organisms
are to be regarded as having their origin in cells.
Similarly, too, new formations in man and animals
are also traceable to the proliferation of cells.
Necessarily, the cells become more or less modified
80 as to become almost, if not quite, indistinguish-
able from their parent cells. New formations of
all varieties are, I hold, to be lobked upon as re-
versionary in nature, and are clearly traceable to-
a remote ancestral condition, when the primary
importance of cells as units not greatly modified,
distinct and uncombined into aggregates or but
imperfectly and incompletely combined, was far
greater in the respect of individual power than it
can be, where each cell is dependent ‘on the acti-
vities of other units, with which it is combined ag
in the higher forms-of life.

Asillustrating my theory, let me briefly consider



