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tion, M. Erichsen passed a full-sized male median’ lithotomy-staff, and
ofened tho urethra at the vaginal aspect, dividing the under surface for
about one inch. A pair of small lithotomy-foreeps were then passed
into the bladder, and the forcign body was removed.  On eSamination,
it was found to be a No. 4 malo gum-clastic bougieicoiled up, aud
coated with phosphiates to the thick of about ixteenth of an
inch, The ivory head was not covered with any deposit, and had
doubtless been tho cause of the distinct click heurd on sounding. The
wound in the urethra wwas brought together with silver sutures, and a
catheter tied in.  The patient was then removed to bed,%aud an Tudia
rubker tube attached to the catheter to carry off the urine.

‘The paticat went on well tilt December 25th, when some haemor-
rhage occurred from the vagina, which ceased after o slight loss of
blood. This was repeated on the 26th and 27th, until the paticnt was
much weakened by loss of blood. It was then found, on further exa-
mination, that ehe was o the fourth month of preguancy, aud that
abortion was threatcoing. She was transferred to the care of Dr.
Grailey Hewitt. under whose treatment tho progeess of miscarriage was
stayed ; and che gradually recovered, leaving the hospital iu about a
month after the operation.

Mr. Erichsen stated that this caso was estremely interesting in a
wedico-legal 25 well as in a surgical point of view. Here wasan un.
marricd girl pregoant, with impending abortion, in whose bladder a
male gum-clastic bougie was found. Thero could be no doubt in the
minds of any conversant with the practices that wero unfortunately
notoriously rif¢ in this country—though less 5o than in some others—
that the bougic had been employed for tho purpose of procuring abor.
tion; that it had becn uced by an unskilled hand ; that the urethral
orifice had been mistaken for the os uteri; and that the instrument,
haviog slipped in, had occasioned the symptoms of calculus for which
sho had been adwitted.  His suspicions as to the alleged ealeulus
being, or having for a nucleus, a foreign body, had been aroused by the
reticence of the girl, but he bad thought, as is very common in such
cases, that the foreign body, whatever it might be, had been introduced
to gratify sensual feelings, rather thau with a postively crimoal intent,
Stone in the bladder was o rare ie young women, that, when a caleu.
lous mass was found, it was almost invariably found around some
extraucous body, such as a hair-pin, a picco of pencil, ete., that had
been accidentally slipped into the urethra. In this case, tho mode of
introduction was different; and there could bo no doubt, from the




