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twenty, cases “lnch seemis. to- indicate indt the dmrrmus ot pohomydxtxs
by means of a serum reaction’ is not possible and: throws no. light; on the
etiology of the disease.’ The 'pathologic ﬁlldlnrrs are c]1scus=ed the -TC=
sults of the later work in tlns direction have. mcrc]y conﬁrmed the state~
ments of previous obscrvers. As regards the bacterial orlgm of the dis-
order, authoritics differ. Starr concludes [1om the facts, so [ar as known
that while the clinieal luetorv of the-disorder implies. an mfcctlon it
must be admitted that up to ihe: plc<ent time the orgamsm responsﬂ)]'s
for.the disease has not yet bheen dlacovm ed, and that it is st111 - mattar
of uncertainty whether. thi¢ caucltnc agent is a ‘micrococcus or a toxin.
The weight of cv1deuct., however, is in favour of the latter. Starr has
coJ]ectcd accounts of thirty-seven epidemies of poliomyelitis of which he
gives hrief summaries. Some interesting poinis regarding progmosis are
noted. The mortality of sporadic cases is very low, but in the epidemics
it reaches the rather alarming figure of from 6 to 10 per cent. On the
other hand they have shown that in.25 per cent. of eases there is com-
plete recoyery, compared to the very general persistent paralysis in
sporadic cases, and while in many cases some permanent paralysis re-
mains, a marked improvement almost always occurs. Thus a certain
hopcfulness is warranted in all non-fatal cases. TFor treatment, he ad-
vises dry cupping of the back to relieve the congestion in the carly stages,
or ice bags may have a like effcet, and cool sponging may help to keep
down the fever. Sedatives are usually-required for ‘pain;. the child
should be kept very quict, a brisk purgative shonlil be given, and the
food during the first two or threc-days should le chicfly nn]k Cushing
has shown that the administration of hexmethylenamin: msn]ls in the
presence of formaldehyd in the cerchrocpun] fluid, a fact which Starr
has been able to confirm, and he suggests thercfore the use of small doscs
of this drug during the onset of ihe . .diseasc or until fever subsides.
Sahcylatc of soda has heen used and good results reported. Starr pre-
fers salicylale of stroniium as less likely lo irritate the stomach. After
the onsct is over and pain has subsided, it is hest to sugpend treatment for
two weeks, and begin the use of strychnia, which should be pushed as far
as consistent, with safety. Massage, mampulahons and clectricity are
also uscful. Tt is especially important to- wm'd oft deformities hy the
proper use of orthopedic measures and it is'never wise to delay them till
deformity has been produced..” The or thopcdle trcatment of these cases
is more important than any othcr. ST ‘ :



