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Objert of which is the prevention of what, in the phra 'lgy of
some religions sertS, is a means of grare ? Ycs, I anwer, it is
our duty to dininish suffering; to lit man for living ont hi, days,
and for doing hi', work manf'ully and hapipily. But, let nie carry
the war into my enemy's e atnp. and ask the,-ppnnenrt of sanitary
s- ien, e, the man who Iblirvc illness is a Divine dispenation,
why, vlen il]. lie sumnorns the pihysirian ? Why droe% lie tlien,
let nie ask him, glidly t ake nauseous drugs ? why does lie oltain
the best medical advice ? why doecs lie subscribe to honspitals f r
the relief of suffering? Were lie to answer truthfuilly he wouinld
say that lie aipprovcs of the tire of sirkness, bec. ise cu.tom has
sanritioned the resort to drugs, lie disapproves of the prevention
of d ci- .,because lie is not altogether sure that the Christian
worid would lie unanimousî% in approving of trying to prevent
what everyone vainly cndeavouurs to cure. The opposition to
sanitary srienre too often depiends on nothing but a fear of ap-
proving of what the religious world is not yet prepared heartily
to approve.

Sanitary science muîay be the handnaid of sensuality and
godlessness, but not neceisarily so. The dcire to preserve
health may cone from the lowest and basest motives, but it
ought nut to have this oriin. To draw the line with a firm hand
bctween sensuality on the one hand and apathy un the other is
difficult ; it can and should be donc. It is the duty of Chris-
tianity to carc for the wants of the body, to lessen suffering, to
increasc hapipiness, but only for the glory of God. Scnsuality
and slothful case are not to be sought, radier they are to be
shunned ; idleness and frivolity are to be as carefully avoided.
Happîinss is nevertlicless to be the object of life ; the diminu-
tion of niiscry, mental and physical, is to be always aimed at,
prosperity and opulence are to be placed within the reach of all.
But the heart iL never to be set upon these things; they are to
be subservient to truc religion; the instant they possess the
heart and draw it away from God, that moment. are they to be
cast away as the greatest of evils, the deadliest of snares. The
position is a paradoxical one: yet on attaining it all depends.
S ,nitary science, aye, and all branche; of science, are worthy
objects of study, provided always that the student learns in what


