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Professor Ferrier remarkis iu oue place that philosophy stands much
1'rn want of a clear and developed doctrine of the Contradictory. "
No question but it does-and 1 humlbly think that the Professor's
own disc 'itions afford evideuce of this. Not casuaily or per in-
curium, buG forxnally, and as a vital part of his system, he Iays do-wu
the position, that Rleal Beingy is not the absolutely incoeeivable-as
if the words did, or could to us convey any idea! Let it be dis-
tinctly understood that we cannot speale of absolute inconceivabili-
ty, ivitltoutt saYing ive know vot what-speaking in an unknown
tongue, or rather iu a tougue wbich is ne tougue at all-becoming
barbarians alike to ourselves and to others. It i8 ridiculous here to,
adduce such examples as a square circle, or a stick with only oee
end, te illustrate the assertion that it is within our power intelligib ly
to talk of absolute incouceivabi]ity in certain cases. Examples of
this sort arc nothing to the purpose. I eau conceive a square. 1
eau aise conceive a c 'cie. These two conceptions are mutually re-
pugnant. In this sense, a square circle xnay be pronounced the ab-
Bolutely contradictory; that is to say, the expression square circle
brings forward two ideas incapable of agreeing with eue another in
any n-ind lu which the ideas separately eau be realised. The same
inay be said, mutatis mutandis, of the stick with. only eue end,
which is se mighty a favorite with our author. But who does net
sec, that though an expression siguificant of two conceptions, ecd
of which we are capable et' realising, but which, are irrecendilab]e
with eue anether, may in a perfectiy intelligible sense, be cailed a
contradiction absolutely, it is net thereby preved te be ceinpetent
fer us te speak of an absolutely inconceivable, wILere no ideas are
brou glt before the mind at al?

When Being has been identified, whether by defluition or by
supposed proof, with the Non-Coutradictory, our author's task
would seein te be ended. For, if nething eau be knewu by any in-
telligence, except a aubject lu synthesis with an ebject ; and if Ab-
solute Existence is net the Contradictory, and is therefere know-
able, Absolute Existence mnust be the synthesis ef subjeet and eb-
ject--which is the ultixuate conclusion of the Institutes-their
grand Q. E. D. The equation net only of the known and the ex-
istent withcd other, but of each of them with a subjeet united te
an objeet, is made out. Professer Ferrier, hewever, is net satisfiedl te
-enter port s0 easily. Betwixt the Epistexnology and the Ontology,
lie has introduced a cumbrous series of propositions forming an
&gnoielogy (as it is euphoniously entitled) or Theory of Ignorance,
wivhl lie cousiders indispensable to a legibimate procedure in the On-
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