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IThere is just one other point Ný,lidhil may bc wvei1 t0
muention, as it is one of which we fear a good maykerons in Canada are ignorant. It is flot eter bo
O ntario or to the Maritime Provinces that the people
of the Dominion are indebted for the place which thieir
cou ntry occupies, in the greatest work which lias ever
been devoted to the the cause of educational progress.
We mean the'Encyiclopoedie desgesammten Erziehungs und
linterrichis-wesens, ediled by Dr. Schmidt, or Stuttgart,
the greatest of modern writers on the history andmethods of education. This immense work, the "lE ncy-
clopedia of Education and instruction, " a new edition
of which is issued every ten yeats, is published by thefirm of Besser, at Gotha. During his comprehensive
educational tour, in 1867, îllrough bte chief countries
of Europe, the Hon. Mr. Chauveau became acquainted
wvilh Dr. Schmidt, who deeply regretted that te'infor-
ination whîch. lie received from lis Canadian guesi and
feilow-worker in the cause of educalton ivaso too late
for the editioiî of lthe Encyclopoedie, whichi was thon
approaching ils completion. The miext best thincy was bo
ensure tle insertion of an article on Public Insiruction
in Canada whici should lie worthy of lthe sublei in titesucceeiing issue. Titis, accordingiv, Mr. Chatnveau
tindertook 10 furnish. Alîhougi thîe enlerprise entaiied
no ordinary labour and research, lie possessed grealet
facilities for lthe taski titan any une else, as wvel front
Hite position wvhich lie liad so long and su litnotaliv
lilled as front llis rare gifts as a wrilem. Wheni li.f
mnanuscripl arrived ai Stutgam, and liefore lthe trans-,
lation int Germait wvas commrenced, lte publishiers
were at first unwiiiing t0 ailow Canada SO ituci space.
But Mr. Chauvean rer-naîned f1rrn and Dr. SclimidL
pieaded lis cause so weil that Herr Bosser finailyyieided. Thus it contes thiat Il Canada " occupies no
less than sixty-sevgn pages in the great Encylopedia of
Combiuied Education and Instruction, being, in titis
respect, on a a footing wvith ail the great counîtries of
civilization. And for titis honour tle Doiniion is
indebîed 10 the Province of Quebec. "

As to tle boarding round system deîtoutnced, lv lthe
Educational Monthly, we willlnot prelend 10 defeiid il:
tle systema is a bad omie, and tle sooner il dies out lthe
1)etter ; iL lias been broucght about by exceptionai
circumslanccs which tle Ontario peuple htave nol to
contend against, and which Llhey do not utîdersland,
i)ut at te siane lime %ve eau say tlit lte slaleent or
the Monthly taI il " exlends 0vCir a large areat of even

Ite oldest and richest counities of the Eastern Town-
sitips Il is very mucl exaggerabed cases are few and
far bel weon, and the practice is Ltaldy unkniowu arnong
lthe French Canadian inhabitanîs of titis Province.

Obitiumry.

Our readers have already iteard Nvillî regret or Lite
deinise of Dr. Meilleur. This dislinguislied gentleman
(lied iii Montreal on Salurday LIe 7tli of December last,
oitlite very day w'iten lie ivas 10 have been pubidhy
itonlored with the decoration of Acadentical palm with
tite tille of Il Officer of Publie Instructio n. Tihis flatte-
ri ng mark of appreciation came frorn the Frenchi Gavern-
ment as one -of the results of lthe Educatjonai ExhibitLion
of this Province at Paris.

Dr. Nleilleur Nvas born ai St. Laurent, near Nloiiti,tl

Our riea(iems will nu doutm> be LleasetI Lo liear ait
accout or te tonours conferred.b ie LueFrveih
Gover-inenit oit lthe Ilonbie. Mn. Ouiintet. Su perinten.
dant of Public lInstruction for bte Province 0f Qucliec,
Dr. Meilleur, bte Honourabie Mr. Chauveau, and on
NiIr. Archambault, the worthy superintendent of Caîlto-
Lic Schools, Montreai. TIc International Jury awvarded
liplomfas for bte Educatinnal Exhibit of bIe Province
of Quebec ;but Mn. Bardoux, Minister of Pu~blic

[usrucioi ii ranew ishied to give t0 btose wvho ltad
brouglit our educational systema to ils present iigli
position, a particular mark of esteem and distinction as
tviii app'ear by lte foilowing lelter:

Parié) 1511I îîovenîibcl., 18-78.
To t/te Iloitble. Gédéon Ouirnde, D. . L.)

Siut,
I feel. nîndl pleasune it iifortimig youl Llit yOUIie

been Paised 10 the rank of " Officer of Public Instruce.
lion Il by Mr. Bardoux, Mittister of Public Instruction.
I amt happy tu tell yon blat Mn. Chauvcau. and Dr.
Meilleur has also been granted the same decomattion.
Finaiiv Nou, v'erN humble servant lias licon made an

I~'C~D ~rrt' i >ni rrriy, ,-~,,
lira UryJ~JU.1

on te 91li May 1796. Having- finishied. his classicai
course in Montrcal Coilege, lie studied niedecine at
Castletown in Ver'mont State and tiiere reccivcd lus
Medical Diplomas in 1825. lIt 1831 lie wvas Editor of

L'Edlio du Pays " and was eiccted lu Parliament.
lUis carecr wvas ever that of a good matn and failliful
ttervant of his country.

To Dr. 'Meilleur was confidcd, the difficuil task of
[putting the sdhool laws of -1841 int excetion. Tite
history of thlese schiool iaws must bc weii knowvu ; stili
LIe rising generation 'vould scarceiy conceive wvIat
opposition titis iaw, met wvith in the country places. Open
rebeilion incendiarism, aud persecu ions of ail kinds,
wvere the mneans of rc'sistance su ggested by a class of
mten vhorn lthe press specdiiy inbbed " exiiiigitishei-s
Yet titis iaw is stili t he present l)asis of lthe system iii
actuai uise. Tite Su pern enden t sitowved au lei audf
perseverauice wr[yof ail p:raise and wvas ahly euîe
by the Roman Cathiolie ciergy and [lie gi-eater nLi i lber.
of educated men. Tlie ciergy publiied ci îCîiLai-S il] 1er-
feri ng dirchl y in the inalter, and lime Bisliop o o ra
Nvem t so fain as lu interdici one or lthe refracîorv parislies.

Di-. -Meilleur r'ose triinupiatt over ail liiese Obstace1es.
anmd the itamie of ou r first Suplerin tendfent wviil 110 be
easilyv forgotîcu in the hiistory of titis pr.ovince. FTe

i\enioniai (le i'Education "is a %vork wicli (.il
aihvays ihl- e.oiitiledN, 1VLtbnft and iii 1)r. Mleilieuir's
circulars xviii le round tite seed wimence sprung tihe
nidli litrest whiicit during twvcnly years we liave reaped
in lthe field of publie instruction.


