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Oileanlngs Irorn a Public School
IlObservatîi Note Book."

She was just a little mite, and be-
came intensely interested as suie
listened ta the sW-ry of that wvonder-
fui Mississippi, the great, rolling river,
with its miles upon miles of majesty
and beauty. Wlîen the teaclier con-
cluded tlhe lesson with,1 " And ciwe caîl
the Mississippi the Fatlier of Waters,"
the rapt, littlr face took on a thouglit-
fui, puzzled air, and a cbildisli voice
piped out, " Wly don't vw' caîl Mis-
sissippi the Mother of Waters? I
should tlîînk the Father of Waters
would be Mr. Sippi."

One of aur Public School teachers
having laboured for some timie ta
impress on lier class tlîat simplicity
and precision were admirable literary
9ualities, asked for a composition on
A Clowv." Thereupon ensued the

usual amouint of loffy meclitation di-
rected at tlîe ccilitîg, knittecl brows
and spasmodic scribblings. A findl
sigh of relief m-ingiled with satisfaction
announced ta everybody witlîin ear-
shiot that onie boy, at Ieast, had
brouglît forth lus first Iiterary pro-
duction. The young author ivas
asked tareadlus essay. I transcribe
it wvord for word. " A cow is an ani-
mal with four legs, one at each corner,
and a taîl ta switch off the flies."

A well-knowNi Public School His-
tory bas in its account of King Jolîn's
reign some reference ta "first fruits
and appeals." A boy in from the
country, and eviclently intent on en-
courag in g "home industries," read
from his lîistory tlîe startling an-
nounicernent that John had transac-
tions concerning "first fruits and
apples." Z

The children were studying history,
whenQuiz, the embryo logician, asked
the apparently irrelevant question-

<What does espouse mean ?"
" It means marry," answered the

patient teacher, wvho had long since

given Up attempting to follow the in-
trîcate workings of a child's mind.

Q uiz was hardly yet sure of his con-
clusion. " Weil then, did the Pope
want to marry Elizabeth ? The his-
tory says, 'The Pope tried to get lier
ta espouse his cause.'

A Oood Beginning.

The first meeting of the Literary
Society, under its newv officers, -%as
lield in the Assensibly Hall on the
afternoon of Friday, January 19, with
the President, Mr. Reid, in tbe chair.
Mr. Stickle %vas appointed critic for
the afternoon, and Mir. Courtice for
the following week. Miss Baker wvas
elected pianist for the terni.

)3efore opening the regular pro-
gramme the President made a feiv
remarks, whiclî, in vulgar parlance,
wouid, be called an inaugural address.
He spoke of tlîe hesitancy with which
he assumed tlie duties of the office in
wlîich lie lîad been placed, but, lie
felt reassured wlien lie thoughit of
how smnootlî his patlî lad beenemade
by tlîe retiring President ; wlîile stili
greater courage was afforded by the
thought that tliere wvas associated with
him an excellent executiv' e commnit-
tee. He closed his address hy mak-
ing a stirring appeal for thec hearty
support of tlie w'lolc bodly ofstudents.

Mr. Wiliis followed with a piano
solo, tilIicli he styled, "Ilie Dirge of
the Defeated Candidates." Tliere
seerned to be some doubt as to the
candidates ta wlîom this requiem wvas
intended ta apply.

Mr. D. McDougall, who during the
past terni had s0 -ably filled the
President's chîair was thien askecd ta
make a speech. HIe preferredi that
bis utterances slîould be called " a few
remarks."' He congratulated the so-
ciety on the selection of tic prcsent
staff of officers. Spcaýking« from bis
own experience he w'islîed specially ta
mention the cordial support that 1,ac
always been given hirnself and the
cxecutive committee ini carrying on


