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give inaiîkind correct notions andi ii-
irssiv'e sensations of' lus dit ine nîean-
ing 1, qualities, anti character, lie niighit
,lave a people distinct froin the rest
of the tvorld, w itli %% [toi lie could
hosen manne that intercanuse inhis
chve upnan hinan, intecus aid
those deaiings on ail the gruat su . ect:s
that arise in hutman life betwe en inan
and God, wvhich wouid exhibit himself
from time to time iii such actions and
communications as would fully teaeh
and iead us to conceive.riglhtly of imi
-to, feel and cherishi due sensibitities
towards him-to know and under-
stand, clearly andi impressively, bis
mmnd and wiiI; ani by these mieans
to become as rnucli acquainteti with
1dm, from personal conduet, as wve
are with. any humnat individuai whom
it is necessary for us to know.

This is the paramount value of the
Sacreti Seriptures to myseif. 1 sec
my God acting, speaking, thinking,
andi reading before me, withi such as-
similations to human nature, so mueh
like my own modes of thoughit and
feelingy, thougli *wvithiout my errors
anti imperfections, that i1 can aiways
comprehiend aid appreciate imi. MNy
sympathies follow hin i every part;
the perceptions lie wishes to be in iny
mmnd of him anti front îM, arise
accordingiy as 1 rcad and meditate
on what 1 reati. 1 understand him
more andi more, as I more attentively
peruse what is recordeti foi' my know-
ledge, in this spirit and with. tItis de-
sire. The Seripturcs are thus really
a sensoriai history of the Deity to us
-a portraiture of the diviiie mmnd anti
feelings, in an instructive and viviti
train of actions andi expressions, and
mnade to be as analogous to our own
as thcy possibly could [te.

Thns the .Jetiisit iistory is the in-
tendeti portraiture of the Deity to, us,
as the various incident., tîtere narrat-
ed, occa-sinet imi to tiisplay limnseif
to his sciectedi people, and thereby to
ail manikîtid, to wvhomn the acco unt of',

the course of the following ages, by

themi, [te inidivitiually commnunicateti.
Tis p.lan of selecting a particut-

lai' nation to, be the speciai subjeet
of an avoweti divine administration,
andi of iînaking- special cotumnica-
tions of the divine ineaniing andi inten-
tions to sonte individuals occasionally
iii it, hiad other important effeets. It
enableti the Deity to explaini ]is inid,
anti meaning, anti objeets to those
whom hie addressed in the first iii-
stance, and to ail afterward, to tvhomn
the accounts shoulti spread; anti b
an adapteti course of events, andi their
completeti series, to instruet mankinti
as by a grand providential. dramna, car-
rying on a visible succession of scenes
andi incidents to that termitiation,
which tvas intentiet to iinpm'ess perijia-
ncentîy the resulting moral w ith mon-
itoriai efficacy.

Tihis ivas steadily donc in the Ilisto-
ry of the Jewisli nation; for this w as
intieed but a large and grand illustra-
tion of the first scene iii îaradise, andi
cf the principles anti results inculca-
ted by that. Obey nie anibe lîapp3-
negiect and tiisobey, and certain e.î'
Iamity N'ili be the final issue of that
sin andl follv. The felicity whiclî wvould
attend obedience w'as shewni, by a
powerful nation being reareti front
ene single chilti, anti by aIl the riches
of temporal prosperity accompanyinig
their multiplication ; but wheni the
violation of lus laws, anti the substi-
tution of false Gotis, took, place, na-
tional decline immediately cominene-
cd. A repetition of the kintiestwarî-
îngs w as given to then by the pro-
pîxets, at tic commnanti ant in iie h
naine of their Deity, to explain to
themn the principles, cf his govermiiet
anti providence, anti te prevent thce
fatal consequences cf their persistinw,
in thecir abandonment of his worshIiip
anti moral regul ations. But ail tlîeýc
admonitions were disregarded. Tit
infatuation wvas invincible. The An-'

bis transactions with thUent sltould, in ih people prefet-ret tîmeir iieu diýIiii-


